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Taylor Wimpcy 
buys land for 
Darren Farm 

THE housebuilder Taylor Wimpey has 
bought the land it requires for the Darren 
Farm development, just outside 
Cowbridge. 

Signs were visible this week from the A48, 
announcing the acquisition of the land, so The 
GEM contacted Taylor Wimpey, asking if this was 
just land required for a link road - a condition of 
the scheme - or for the complete development. 

A Taylor Wimpey spokesperson said: “We are 
delighted to have completed the purchase of the 
land at Darren Farm and are now preparing a 
reserved matters planning application for a high- 
quality development of up to 475 new homes. 

“Subject to reserved matters consent, we 
anticipate work on the houses will begin in January 
2018, with the first properties expected to go on 
sale in summer 2018. 

“We will also be providing a link road to 
connect Cowbridge bypass with Llantwit Major, 
and the associated infrastructure works are 
expected to commence this summer. 

“The link road is required to be complete by the 
occupation of the 375th home.” 

The plan has been opposed by the Cowbridge 
and Llanblethian Residents Group. A 
representative was not available as The GEM went 
to press. 


IT’S PANTO TIME AT PETERSTON! 





SUNDAY 
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Former Mayor 
will chair south 
Wales charity 


29th January 2017 
11.00am - 4.00pm 

• Over 50 exhibitors 

• Special Welcome 
bags including 

Yankee candle - 

*for the first 100 brides fip 

• Bridal Showcase 

• Free Admission 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


If 




^ Check out our website for further details _ 

, www.eternitywithlove.co.uk | 


A FORMER Mayor 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian has 
been asked to chair 
a prominent south 
Wales charity. 

Peter Knapp has 
been appointed to the 
role of chairman of 
Emmaus South Wales, 
part of an international 
movement, offering an 
alternative to 
homelessness by 
providing people with a 
home, work and 
companionship, to help 
them to regain their 
self-esteem. 

Emmaus has a shop 
in Cowbridge High 
Street. 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3 
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RECLAIMED HARDWOOD 
MANTLES AND BEAMS IN STOCK 

01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate, Princes Wav, off North Road 
(rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ. 

www.theo<lorereclamatlon.co4ik 


Open 7 days: Weekdays 8.30am-4pm. Saturday, Sunday 8.30ani-12pni. 
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■-Julies Fashions 

Qnd Accessories 

SAlf 

UP TO 

70% OFF 

PRICES FROM £10 

POPPY, ADINI, OLSEN, 
BIANCA + MARBLE 


4 Wick Road, Ewenny 
CF35 5BL 
Tel 01656 658388 
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Performance and 
tangled politics 


J UST before the 
last council 
elections five 
years ago, a 
member of Focus- 
BARRY submitted 
a Freedom of 
Information request 
about a councillor’s 
attendance at 
council meetings. 

The council’s initial 
response was to request 
that the applicant agree 
to the release of their 
name: how threatening 
does that sound? 

Judging by the article 
in last week’s GEM, 
‘Independents claim a 
victory over councillors’ 
attendance details’, there 
appears to be some 
paranoia affecting our 
political masters at the 
VoG Council on this 
issue, so a little balance 
may be helpful. 

It is right for the 
council leader and 
deputy leader to infer 
that attendance at 
council meetings is not a 
comprehensive measure 
of performance, but is 
anyone suggesting that is 
the case? 

Councillors at that 
higher level will also 
attend many more 
meetings and that point 
is supported by the 
evidence of the Fol 
response, referred to 
above, when the Tories 
were in charge. 
Generally, Conservative 
attendance was a lot 
higher and Labour a lot 
lower. 

The substantial 
payments made to those 
receiving additional 
special responsibility 


allowances (adding up to 
about £50k for Coun 
Moore and £30k for 
Coun Burnett) will also 
merit greater motivation 
than the majority of 
councillors on the basic 
£13k. 

Another point is that 
Coun Mahoney was the 
only UKIP councillor 
and is now part of the 
independent group. The 
formula for the 
allocation of committee 
seats is set out in 
legislation, and being 
part of a small group or 
the only representative 
of a group, will by law, 
mean fewer seats for 
him. 

It is, therefore, 
misleading for the 
deputy leader to 
compare her attendance 
with Coun Mahoney. It 
is also worth saying that 
high attendance doesn’t 
necessarily mean useful 
contributions. 

But what about the 
voters who only get one 
tiny chance every five 
years to influence 
things? What objective 
information can we have 
on performance when 
politics is, at best, 
entangled in complexity, 
subjectivity, evasion and 
spin? 

In the absence of any 
measure of performance, 
attendance at council 
meetings is an indication 
and people are not stupid 
enough to believe it is 
anything more than that. 

One could easily 
conclude that the desire 
not to publish this 
information speaks 
louder than the data 
itself. 

Dennis Harkus, 

Barry. 


For all your 
latest news... 
glamorgan- 
gem.co.uk 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email editorial@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 

• Letters and e-mails MUST include your PULL address and a 
contact telephone number. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anon3niious mail. 


Counting the cost of 
councillors’ roles and 
Severn Bridge tolls 


F urther to two articles in the 
January 19 issue of The GEM, I 
feel it necessary to comment as 
follows. 

The article headlined ‘Independents claim a 
victoiy over councillors’ attendance details’ 
contained many examples of the variety of work 
our councillors undertake in their role. 

However, it failed to mention that all members of 
the council are paid a salary of £13,300 per annum 
simply for being a councillor. Coun Moore earns 
£48,000 per year as leader of the council and Coun 

Big Wrap’s 
Thank you’ 

T hanks to 

the generosity 
of local 
people and 
organisations, as 
well as support 
from the Vale 
Council, the Big 
Wrap was once 
again a great 
success in 2016. 

We provided over 
1,500 gifts to 325 
children and young 
people in the Vale, who 
might otherwise have 
received nothing or very 
little for Christmas. 

We couldn’t have 


done it without you - so 
whether you donated a 
toy, wrapped a gift, 
wrote a cheque or helped 
us with deliveries - 
thank you! You helped 
us bring smiles to 
hundreds of faces. 

Here’s to 2017 when 
we’ll be doing it all over 
again! If you’d like to 
get involved please 
contact the Big Wrap 
coordinator. 

Susan Lloyd-Selby, 

(Big Wrap 

coordinator) 

email: 

big wrap @ yahoo .co .uk 
Tel: 07725 773746. 


Burnett earns £33,500 per year as deputy leader. 

For these salary levels, I expect them to work 
long hours in and outside normal ‘office hours’. 

One wonders how many council employees earn 
these levels of salary? It should be noted that one 
councillor did not claim their salary. 

Some other items mentioned were not, I believe, 
requirements of being a councillor, eg: school 
governors are voluntary posts. 

I appreciate that there will always be occasions 
when other reasons will prevent attendance at 
meetings but, given their salaries, they should be 
there - or formally send apologies that can be 
recorded in the minutes. 

In addition, I did not understand the comments 
regarding electronic recording of votes, as the 
council clerk could easily list the members’ votes 
without the need for more expenditure, or was the 
concern that this may take up a small amount of 
time, which could reduce their hourly income? 

There was also an article about reducing the 
Severn bridge tolls, which I declare a vested 
interest in, as I have family in Bristol, but would 
ask the Secretary of State for Wales to push the 
Secretary for Transport to speed up the Newport 
bypass. 

Getting through the tolls using number plate 
recognition technology, will reduce queues at the 
toll booths, but simply mean an extension to the 
already long traffic queues at the Malpas tunnels. 

Gain in one place, lose it all in another! 

David Ludlow, 

Barry. 

‘Parking fine caused 
me a lot of stress’ 


Time to outlaw 
fox hunting’ 


I T was good to 
read the letter 
from Sharon 
Richards putting 
the record straight 
about her peaceful, 
anti-hunting protest 
in Cowbridge on 
Boxing Day. 

She may have been a 
lone voice of protest on 
the day, but she 
represents the majority 
in this country who 
remain opposed to fox 
hunting. 

The Conservative UK 
Government have 


pledged to hold a vote in 
Parliament to 
reintroduce lawful fox 
hunting. They promised 
this in the last 
Parliament, but failed to 
deliver. 

We shall wait to see if 
they keep their promise 
this time, but don’t hold 
your breath. 

Perhaps it would be 
good to have the debate 
so that this barbaric, 
medieval pastime could 
be outlawed once and 
for all. 

Dr Michelle Huws- 
Thomas and Jeff 
Evans, Llantwit Major. 


O N October 
24,1 

travelled to 
Llandough Hospital 
for day surgery and 
was dropped off at 
the short stay unit 
at 7.30am. The car 
was then driven 
back to my home in 
Barry. 

Unfortunately, I 
needed to stay overnight. 

One month later, I 
received a parking fine 
from Parking Eye - £70, 
reduced to £40 if paid 
promptly. 

I appealed in writing 
to Parking Eye, stating 
the car was not parked in 
Llandough for 11 hours 
and 32 minutes, and that 
it had picked up my sons 
at 4pm from Barry 
Dock. 


My appeal was turned 
down. I received 
notification a day after 
the reduced rate fine ran 
out, and with no address 
for another appeal. 

I wrote to Parking 
Eye with a statement 
from my sons’ boss, to 
say the car had picked 
them up at 4pm. 

I did eventually get a 
letter dropping the 
charges. I repeatedly 
asked them to check 
cameras. 

No way I would have 
paid this fine as I knew I 
was in the right. How 
many drivers have been 
frightened and paid up? 

This caused me a lot 
of stress. I hope no-one 
else gets ‘stung’ by these 
fines. 

Janet L Jones, 

Barry. 
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Tidal Lagoon 
could be a jewel 
in the crown 


1 BELIEVE that 
the Government 
should be 
congratulated on 
finally giving the 
green light for the 
tidal lagoon project 
at Swansea; 
personally, I 
thought it was a no- 
brainer. 

This project will not 
only be able to generate 
electricity in an 
environmentally friendly 
manner, but will create 
thousands of badly 
needed jobs in south 
Wales and beyond. 

I sincerely hope that 
the benefits of Brexit are 
entwined in the 
contractual discussions. 

These should stipulate 
that wherever possible, 

British-made steel is 
used in the construction. 

This would not only 
make sense, with the 
Port Talbot steel mill 
within spitting distance 
of the construction site, 
but would add a further 
environmental benefit 
rather than importing a 
commodity that Wales 
was once famous around 
the world for producing. Barry. 

Birdwatch! 

I THOUGHT your 
readers would like to 
know that there are 
some rather rare birds in 
Barry at the moment - 
waxwings; they are 
feeding on a berry tree 
next to the Civic Offices. 

They haven’t been seen 
in Barry for quite a few 
years, and come to the UK 
from Scandinavia in the 
winter occasionally, they 
make it this far west. 

I found them last 
Wednesday and they’ve been 
seen on and off since. They have attracted quite a 
bit of attention, both from local birders and council 
staff watching 14 of them from the window! I’ve 
attached a photo of one them I counted at 2pm. 
Amy Schwartz, Barry. 


Let us also hope that 
our leaders in Cardiff 
Bay also embrace the 
Brexit effect and ensure 
that they utilise their 
devolved remit for the 
provision of training and 
education in Wales. 

They need to provide 
training opportunities 
and apprenticeships for 
local people to ensure 
that Wales has a 
workforce ready to be 
employed on this 
project, and the others 
that are planned across 
Great Britain. We 
should not have to 
import our workforce 
from Europe while our 
young people languish in 
dead end jobs or on the 
dole. 

With positive 
leadership, this 
grandiose project will 
not only be a jewel in 
Swansea’s crown, 
attracting tourism whilst 
providing much-needed 
energy, but could also 
revitalise the south 
Wales economy and 
provide a lifelong 
opportunity for its 
workforce. 

We can all dream. 

Ade Pitman, 



HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 2) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

26 Thur 

05.26 

8.9 

17.47 

9.1 

27 Fri 

06.09 

9.3 

18.25 

9.3 

28 Sat 

06.45 

9.6 

19.04 

9.5 

29 Sun 

07.22 

9.8 

19.40 

9.7 

30 Mon 

07.59 

9.9 

20.17 

9.7 

31 Tues 

08.37 

9.9 

20.57 

9.6 

01 Wed 

09.16 

9.8 

21.33 

9.6 

02 Thur 

09.57 

9.5 

22.16 

9.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Or^ganisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO, Gate 
House, I Farringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG 
Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 123 2220. 
E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 

Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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Cowbridge 
man heads 
local charity 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

After a career in 
banking and investment, 
Mr Knapp became a 
councillor in his home 
town on the Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian Town 
Council, and later 
served as Mayor for 
2014/15. 

It was in this role - in 
particular when he was 
invited to officially open 
the charity’s shop in 
Cowbridge - that he 
became involved with 
Emmaus. 

He said: “It was put 
to me after the Emmaus 
Cowbridge Shop 

opening that, if I had 
some time to spare after 
my year in office was 
over, I might consider 
taking some part in the 
affairs of the charity.” 

He did so, and went 
on to become a trustee - 
and is now chairman. 

Peter continued: “I 
am proud to have been 
asked to become 
chairman on the 
retirement of John 
Noble, the previous 
chairman, and look 



Peter Knapp, pictured during his year 
in office as Mayor. 


forward to a busy, 
challenging year. 

“The charity realised 
it’s dream of opening the 
first Emmaus 

Community Home in 
Wales (at Nant Lais in 
Bridgend) last year and 
is running a social 
enterprise of seven 
shops, which generate 
the funding to maintain 
the community home”. 

Cowbridge people 


may know Peter as a 
keen amateur dramatics 
man before his time on 
the council, and he has 
regularly performed 
with the Cowbridge 
Amateur Dramatic 
Society (CADS) over 
the past 10 years. 

A devoted family 
man, Peter has three 
children and eight 
grandchildren. 


New play equipment - 

A LETTER FROM 
COWBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 


O N Sunday, 
January 15, 
the Mayor, 
Coun Elizabeth 
George, 

accompanied by the 
chair of the leisure 
and amenities 
committee, Coun 
Alec Trousdell and 
fellow town 
councillors 
officially opened 
the new multi play 
unit ‘Mission 
Daedalus’ and the 
zip line ‘Mission 
Glide’ in the Twt 
Park. 

It had been hoped to 
open the new play units 
during the Christmas 
holidays but unfortun¬ 
ately, due to bad weather 
and waiting for the 
health and safety 
inspection to be 
completed, this was not 
possible. 

Purchasing and 


installing the new play 
units from Sutcliffe Play 
has only been made 
possible by a 50 per cent 
donation towards the 
cost from the Vale 
Council through their 
Community Action Self 
Help funding grant, and 
their assistance in 
project managing the 
work. 

The Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council would certainly 
like to thank the Vale 
Council for their 
financial support and 
expert advice. 

The purchase of these 
new play units is 
continuing the 
modernisation 
programme undertaken 
by the town council to 
replace the old play 
equipment, which was 
installed in the park in 
the 1980s and now 
requires extensive 
maintenance work to 
ensure it complies with 
health and safety 


requirements. 

The new equipment is 
made from metal and 
therefore easier to 
maintain and keep clean. 
The modernisation 
programme started with 
the purchase and 
installation of new 
wooden ‘toddler’ 
Sovereign Play 
Equipment in 2014. 

This was made 
possible as a result of a 
successful bid by the 
town council for 
Creative Rural 
Communities funding, 
and community 
development funding 
obtained as a result of 
the development of the 
old school site in Town 
Mill Road. 

Euture works planned 
in the park, which is a 
central focal point for 
the town, is to re-edge 
the wet pour safety 
areas, with an intention 
in the future to replace it 
completely, and continue 
the replacement work for 
the old play units as 
funds become available. 

In the short term and 
when the weather 
improves it is planned to 
re-seed and re-turf some 
of the grass areas, widen 
some of the paths and 
refurbish the benches. 

The town council 
would also like to thank 
the community, espec¬ 
ially local residents for 
their patience whilst the 
work took place to 
install the new multi 
play unit and the glide. 

David B Morris 

Town Clerk 


Social bingo 

OUR last meeting in Cowbridge was a 
landmark in our history. 

We presented a cheque for £1,000, as you 
probably saw in The GEM, to the Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal organisers. 

This came from the proceeds of the raffle. I 
hope that everyone has made their New Year 
resolution to donate more unwanted presents for 
raffle prizes and will also buy more tickets. 

See you at the next meeting on Thursday, 
February 2 at 7pm in the Lesser Hall of Cowbridge 
Town Hall. 

Don’t forget your dabber, wine and more 
friends! BASIL WATKINS 


COR MEIBION Y MACHLUD 
TAKES TO THE STREETS 



Cor Meibion Y Machlud. 
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THE Mari Lwyd 
and St Dwynwen’s 
Day are both 
memorable Welsh 
events and customs 
occurring within 
weeks of each other 
at this time of year. 

Anyone in the vicinity 
of Cowbridge town 
centre in mid-January 
may have been intrigued 
to see and hear the 
ancient custom of the 
Mari Lwyd as it 
progressed around 
several local taverns. 

A charitable event, it 
raised over £150 towards 
the Ty Hafan Hospice. 

Also, earlier in the 


day, the Mari Lwyd was 
taken to Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg in 

Llanbleddian and to Y 
Bontfaen Primary 

School, where the 
‘Horse’s Head’ custom 
was performed for the 
children. 

Cor Meibion Y 
Machlud also celebrated 
some recent good news 
informing them that the 
choir would compete in 
the male voice choir 
competition at this year’s 
2017 Llangollen 

International Eisteddfod 
on July 8. 

Eifion Davies, the 
choir’s musical director, 
submitted the application 


and recording in 
November 2016. 

He is optimistic that 
Cor Meibion Y Machlud 
will do well in this 
keenly-contested 
competition, as it has 
previously competed in 
the National Eisteddfod 
of Wales on many 
occasions. 

The choir will also be 
taking part in a joint 
concert to be held in the 
Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama in 
Cardiff, on June 24. 

This will be the first 
occasion on which they 
will have performed at 
this outstanding location. 

Both of the above 


events have stimulated 
considerable interest, and 
this has been reflected in 
the choir’s recruitment. 

However, new and 
additional singers are 
always welcome to come 
to the weekly rehearsals 
on Monday evenings 


from 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
in Ysgol lolo Morganwg 
in Llanbleddian. 

There are no auditions 
and the practices always 
generate a fun 
atmosphere! 

RK 


ROTARY’S SUCCESSFUL 
COWBRIDGE CHRISTMAS 



O NCE again, 
the Rotary 
Club of 

Cowbridge Santa 
Sleigh charity 
collection has been 
a huge success, and 
it was helped 
enormously by the 
support of The 
Cowbridge GEM in 
publicising the 
dates and routes as 
we set out on our 
tour of the town 
and surrounding 
areas. 

You may recall, the 
weather was generally 
very kind to us 
throughout the schedule, 
and so too are the 
generous donations we 
received from the many 
people who came out of 
their houses to see and 
speak to Santa on his 
sleigh. 


It was a sheer delight 
to see the faces of the 
children of all ages 
congregating on the 
streets to meet Santa 
who, I am reliably 
informed by the Chief 
Elf, was kept on his toes 
by the many requests for 
presents. 

The total amount 
collected during the 
week amounted to 
£2,290, of which £768 
was collected outside 
Cafe Nero on December 
17. 

We are delighted with 
the success of the event 
and the money raised 
will be distributed to this 
year’s ‘resident’s 
nominated charities, 
which are Alzheimer’s 
Research and Dr 
Barnardo’s. 

Thank you again for 
supporting our Rotary 
Club’s charitable 
activities and we look 
forward to continuing 


our engagement with 
The Glamorgan GEM as 
we progress our 
forthcoming charity 
events throughout 2017. 
Michael J Long, 
Cowbridge Rotary. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

Your local correspondent is 

NANCY DAVIDGE 

“Tynewydd”, Llangan. 
(01656) 860303 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 


READERS of my 
weekly village news 
have no doubt been 
wondering what 
has happened, with 
no news. 

On Christmas Day I 
succumbed to the ‘flu 
bug which seems to 
have affected so many 
individuals, both young 
and the elderly. 

I am now back to 
normal and so I paid my 
weekly visit to Llangan 
School for the latest 
news. 

The children in years 
5/6 paid a visit to 
Bletchley Park, which is 
in Milton Keynes, to 
learn about code 
breaking in wartime. 

On Sunday, January 
29, Eriends of Llangan 
School are meeting to 
work on the school 
grounds, building fences 
and carrying out tasks 
which cannot be done 
on a normal school day. 

Kit cat appeal 

CAN any reader of The 
GEM living in the 
Brackla area of 


Bridgend help in 
finding my cat, which 
escaped from his basket 
near Shepherds, the 
vets, on Friday, 

January 13? 

In spite of a daily 
search of the area, my 
family have been 
unable to locate him. 

Kit is white with 
brown-ginger 
markings. Any 
sighting, please call 
01656 860303. 

Why, oh why? 

IN the Park Newydd 
area of Treoes a field 
has been divided into 
individual plots and 
sold off with the 
intention of each new 
owner either keeping 
chickens, or a small 
horse. 

Where there was a 
thick hedge, is now wire 
fencing. The hedge and 
trees which afforded 
some shelter from the 
wind have all 
disappeared. 

It will take many 
years to re-establish a 
hedge. 


BESPOKE ♦JEWELLERY 
♦ W 0 R K S H 0 ?♦ 




REMODELS 

REPAIRS 

VALUATIONS 



■ WEDDING RINGS 

■ ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

■ COMMISSIONS 


BESPOKE JEWELLERY WORKSHOP ♦ 4 ISLAND ROAD. BARRY 

01446 732017 
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Designer furniture for every room at prices everyone can afford 


Lakeside Corner Sofa only £899 


Pluto 3 Seater Sofa only £299 



Zante Dining Set only £299 


Prestige Extending Table only £399 




Ottoman Beds Imperio Beds 

from only from only £299 

£299 



Sofas. Dining. Beds. Bedroom. Accessories 

The must have brand for your home 



mm 

/ ■■ 

homestores 

ike look- 

. -for leesi 



vwvw.fwhomestores.co.uk 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, Cardiff, CF11 8TU. Tel: 02920 371970 

Open 7 Days 


Jenner Park School 
60s reunion is set 
for this June 23 



Jenner Park 1962. 






H The last year of infants in 1960. 



Friends set 
to raise cash 
for Alzheimer's 


A reunion of former 
pupils of Jenner 
Park School in Barry 
from the 1960s will 
take place at the 
Cherry Orchard on 
Friday, June 23 (8pm 
until late). 

Glenys Lockley, who 
moved to Chester in 
1970 and still lives there, 
and Gay nor Saunders, 
who lives in Barry, are 
trying to track people 
down to let them know 
about it. 

Glenys Lockley told 
The GEM: “The reunion 
is because it is 50 years 
since my class left school 
(1967).” 

Girls and boys 
attended Jenner Park as 
infants and juniors, but 
the boys went on to 
Cadoxton as seniors. 

Glenys said they had 
already had some 
success. 


“It is easier finding 
boys than girls because 
when the girls get 
married their names 
change. 

“We already know that 
we have people coming 
from Barry, Rhoose, 
Llantwit, Bridgend, 
Birmingham, London, 
New Zealand and France. 

“So far we have had 
35 responses, but are 
keen for a lot more. 

“Twenty five years 
ago we had a renunion at 
what was then the 
College Inn and, if 
memory serves me right, 
we had about 50 people. 

“We are looking 
forward to meeting up, 
having a drink and a 
good natter.” 

Glenys Lockley can be 
contacted on 01244 
881947. People can also 
find information on 
Facebook by searching 
for ‘Jenner Park 1960s’. 


TWO friends from 
the Bridgend area 
have organised a 
fundraising evening 
as part of their 
project to raise 
cash for the 
Alzheimer’s 
Society. 

Abby Price and Lisa 
Chamberlain-Evans 
are taking part in the 
nine-day Great Wall of 
China Trek (October 
12-21) to raise money 
for the society. 

Abby said: “We both 
work in the Princess of 
Wales Hospital 
supporting those with 
Alzheimer’s and their 
families. 

“Dementia can 
happen to anyone and 
there's currently no 
cure. There are 
850,000 people with 
dementia in the UK and 
the number is set to rise 
to one million by 
2021 .” 

On March 3, at 7pm 
in Tondu Cricket Club, 
they are putting on a 
charity night with live 
music from the band 
‘Cabin Fever’, Chinese 
food and raffle - all for 
£10 per ticket. 

Abby continued: 

“The Alzheimer’s 
Society believes that 
life doesn't end when 


dementia begins. All 
donations, no matter 
how small, will help 
towards either 
supporting a person 
who is already living 
with dementia or their 
carers, or looking for a 
cure for future 
generations. 

“Lisa and I want to 
do this for all the 
people we have 
supported over the 
years. 

“On a daily basis we 
see how Dementia 
affects people’s lives. 
We want a world free 
of Dementia. 

“This trek is for 
every single person 
we’ve supported with 
Dementia as well as 
their families and 
carers. 

“Imagine not 
knowing who you are, 
who you’ve been, not 
recognising your 
children... “ 

Tickets are available 
from Abby or Lisa, on 
07523 195325 or 
07971 116063. 

Donations in support 
of Abby and Lisa can 
be made through the 
just giving page, 

WWW.just giving .com!ah 
bylisa 
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Before Sainbury^s store moved in to Park Crescent in Barry, a 
petition was organised because local residents were concerned 
about how busy the traffic was by the roundabout and at the top 
of the road opposite Romilly Primary School. 


Is there a local 
road safety 
issue you 
would like to 
highlight? 



Traffic on Gladstone Road outside the primary school. 
Safety outside local schools when youngsters are dropped off 
or picked up is a paramount concern for parents and teachers. 



In Barry the junction at Trinity Street onto Jenner Road is 
extended to give motorists joining the main road a better 
view of the moving traffic. There are double yellow 
lines around the corners to ensure cars don^t cut 
down the field of vision. 


THE latest available figures 
for national road deaths shows 
a reduction in fatalities - but 
the Department for Transport 
points out that discernible 
trends can only be judged over 
a number of years because 
there are so many factors at 
play. 

One of the main topics of concern 
flagged up by residents in the Vale to 
The GEM is road safety. 

Nationally there were 1,732 
reported road deaths in 2015, a 
decrease of two per cent compared 
with 2014. This is the second lowest 
annual total on record after 2013. 


There were 45 per cent fewer 
fatalities in 2015 than a decade earlier 
in 2006. There was a total of 186,209 
casualties of all severities in 2015, 
around four per cent lower than in 
2014 and the second lowest level on 
record. 

Vehicle traffic levels increased by 
1.6 per cent between 2014 and 2015. 

Do you think more could be done to 
prevent accidents? Perhaps you favour 
a lower speed limit somewhere. Should 
there be more 20 mph speed limits in 
towns? Is there a location on the road 
network that particularly concerns 
you? There may be an area that you 
think has been improved in terms of 
safety. Please send in your views to 
editorial @ glamorgan-gem .co .uk. 


School cheque for biodiversity 



Llancarfan Primary School pupils with the cheque from Tarmac. 


PUPILS from Llancarfan 
Primary School eco committee 
were thrilled to accept a £100 
donation from Aberthaw 
cement plant, to assist with 
upgrading the school’s 
biodiversity area. 

Children gave Kara Bennett and 
David Taylor, Tarmac’s 

representatives, a tour of the school 
grounds and explained all about our 
eco commitments and biodiversity 


projects. 

Mr Smith, headteacher, said: “It’s 
fantastic that Tarmac, Aberthaw have 
supported their local school and 
community in this way and the 
children have requested that this kind 
donation be used to help re-line our 
pond. 

“Our biodiversity area is used for 
outdoor learning projects and we are 
extremely grateful to Tarmac for their 
support and donation.” 

CH 



PLANS DRAWN 


• Planning Permissions • Building Control 
Approvals • Extensions, Alterations 

• Loft Conversions, Porches 

• Garages, Conservatories 

• Design & Build • Free Quotes 


02920 514300 07584163786 

I www.zenithdesigns.co.uk 


NFU 

ladies 

news 

MANY thanks to 
the Grove Park Golf 
Club for such a 
splendid evening for 
our annual dinner, 
everyone enjoyed it 
immensely. 

Our speaker on 
Tuesday, February 21 is 
the Master of the 
Glamorgan Fox Hounds. 
We meet at 7.30pm in 
Penllyn Village Hall. 

All welcome, though 
horses and bicycles to be 
left outside. 

RJE 

COWBRIDGE 
ART SOCIETY 

ON Thursday, January 
26 Cowbridge Art 
Society welcomes 
National Museum of 
Wales curator Dr Clare 
Smith, to give an 
illustrated lecture on 
Welsh portraits. 

A spokesman said: 
“On Thursday, February 
2 there will be a practical 
session, details to be 
announced. 

“The society 

welcomes artists of any 
level and also non-artists, 
to see demonstrations of 
various art techniques or 
illustrated lectures on art 
topics. We meet on 
Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge 
(7pm - 9pm) and 
occasional visitors and 
new members are most 
welcome.” 


<^ASONS 

MOBILE 8£LF STORAGE 

MOBILE STORAGE - FROM 
YOUR DOOR TO STORE 

3 Hassle Free Mobile Storage Solutions To Choose From 



STORAGE VAULTS ■ TRAILER PICK UP 


Wte deivor We ddfvtK 

You toad, You load 

We oolect We collect 

We f(vklrft into store You unload into store 


MOVE 4 STOHE 


Wedoiver 
We load 
SMe unbad 
into store 


FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL 


0800 533 5708 


’‘loQmasoniiselfstofage.co. uK 

niascyissoMstcfagc CO uk'^nob sicfaqc 


► 


Byf Ltd Tht StDsiot PtiMfey Pmh. C«fefff Rd. Cf6d 2BQ 
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^Remember 
the Nazi 
Holocaust’ 

- MP’s call 


LAST week, Welsh 
Secretary Alun Cairns 
MP, signed the 
Holocaust 
Educational Trust’s 
Book of Commitment, 
pledging commitment 
to Holocaust 

Memorial Day and 
honouring the millions 
who were murdered, 
as well as paying 
tribute to the 
^^extraordinary 
survivors who work 
tirelessly to educate 
young people/'^ 

Friday, January 27 will 
mark the anniversary of 
the liberation of the Nazi 
concentration and death 
camp Auschwitz- 

Birkenau, site of the 
largest mass murder in 
history during World War 
2 . 

Events are being held 
by schools, faith groups 
and community 

organisations across the 
country, to remember all 
the millions of victims 
and subsequent 

genocides. The theme 
for this year’s 
commemorations is 
'How Can Life Go On?’ 

After signing the Book 
of Commitment, Mr 
Cairns said: “The 

Memorial Day is an 
important opportunity for 
people from the Vale of 
Glamorgan and across 
the country to reflect on 
the tragic events of the 
Holocaust. 

“As the Holocaust 
moves from living 



Alun Cairns MP 

signs the Book of 
Commitment. 

history, to just history, it 
becomes ever more 
important that we take 
the time to remember the 
victims and also pay 
tribute to the survivors. I 
would encourage my 
constituents to show their 
support for such an 
important day.” 

Karen Pollock MBE, 
chief executive of the 
Holocaust Educational 
Trust, said: “Our mission 
is to educate young 
people from every 
background about the 
Holocaust and its 
contemporary relevance. 

“We are very grateful 
to Alun Cairns MP, for 
signing the Book of 
Commitment, signalling 
a continued commitment 
to remembering the 
victims of the Holocaust, 
as well as challenging 
anti-Semitism, prejudice 
and bigotry in all its 
forms.” 


INSTALL 


We will not be beaten on any written 
quotation for the Barry area. 



• All sizes available 


• Delivered & Collected 

MINI 

• Waste Collection Service 

^ 

• Free surveys and estimates 


• Labour hire to load your skip 

MIDI 

• Grab hire & Plant hire 


• 95% of our waste is recycled 


• Domestic & Commercial 

MAXI 

• Council/highway permits 
arranged 


• Roll On Roll Off 15-50 Yards 

XL MAXI 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF. Tel: 01446 421072 
Email: installskips@hotmail.com 

Waste Carrier Number 0 ^ 
CB/LE5004GH 


Fair pensions battle 
to go to Parliament 



by TIM I 

CHAPMAN I 

A Vale woman is a 
key member of a 
campaign aimed at 
making sure women 
are treated fairly in 
receiving state 
pensions. 

Kay Clarke (61) from 
Barry is one of the 
regional administrators 
of the WASPI action 
group - ‘Women 
Against State Pension 
Inequality’. 

Members are 
campaigning against 
what they argue are 
unfair changes to the 
state pension age for 
women born on or after 
April 6,1951. 

Kay told The GEM: 
“We have been 
attempting to persuade 
the government to 
consider transitional 
arrangements for the 
women born in the 
1950s who have been 
very badly affected by 
the changes. 

“We ladies of a 
certain age have been 
badly hit by the lack of 
fair transitional 
arrangements for the 
receipt of our pension. 

“My own 

circumstances reflect 
that of many women 
who were expecting to 
receive a pension at the 
age of 60. 

“When we started our 
working lives there was 
no equal pay, no pre¬ 
school nurseries, no tax 
credits, no help with 
childcare, other than 
willing family members, 
and most women gave 
up work to have their 
children. 

“I gave up the highest 
salary and took on work 
to fit around my 
husband’s working day 
to make ends meet. 

“I continued to do 
this for many years. At 
one point I had three 
jobs, all of which were 
low paid but fitted in 
with family life. 

“I was not given the 
luxury of a company 
pension because most of 
my employers offered a 
zero hours contract even 
though I continued to 
pay my tax and national 
insurance in the 
knowledge that it was 


contributing towards a 
pension which I had 
always been given to 
believe would be 
returned to me at the 
age of 60.” 

SIX MORE YEARS 

But now Kay is 
having to wait a further 
six years until she gets 
her pension and feels, 
cheated by the system. 

“I was given just 
three years notice in 
2012 of the changes to 
my pension age. This 
was three months after I 
was finally able to set 
up a company pension, 
but unfortunately also 
three months before I 
was made redundant 
from a post I had held 
for 13 years.” 

Kay, who has been 
unable to find a suitable 
job, is upset that the 
‘pension goalposts’ have 
been moved so late. 

“I will have been 
denied £46,800 in 
pension payments by 
the time I reach 66 and 
feel very strongly that 
fair transitional 
arrangements should be 
in place to help us in 
our plight.” 

Many women still 
don’t realise that they 
will have to wait longer 
for their state pension. 
Kay was recently 
talking to a woman on 
the checkouts at Barry 
Asda who did not 
realise what was 
happening. 

Kay’s mother, 
grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother all died 
before 60 years of age, 
and were denied the 
benefits of paying into 
the system - now she 
thinks the same is 


happening to her! 

In recent months, she 
and other campaigners 
have met local AM Jane 
Hutt, the Vale’s MP, 
Alun Cairns, and taken 
the campaign to the 
Senedd and the Houses 
of Parliament. 

On the day of the 
Budget, March 8, Kay 
will join other women 
in another protest at the 
Houses of Parliament. 

“We’re organising a 
coach to go up and I 
will be dressing as a 
suffragette. Last time 
we went were very 
ladylike, but this time 
we will have our 
saucepans, ladles and 
whistles!” 

Jane Hutt has met 
WASPI campaigners, 
including Kay, and said: 
“I was delighted to 
invite Kay Clarke from 
Barry with WASPI 
campaigners to meet 
with me at the Senedd. 
The WASPI 
campaigners have been 
to Westminster to put 
their case and have 
support from across 
Wales and the UK.” 

Among WASPI’s 
proposals are a 
‘bridging’ pension to 
provide an income for 
women from the age of 
60 until the new state 
pension age. They 
believe any arrangement 
should not be means- 
tested and should 
include compensation 
for losses for those 
women who have 
already reached their 
state pension age. 

For women interested 
in the campaign, go to 
the website: 
www.waspi .CO .uk. 


Barry jazz evening 


HIGH STREET traders in Barry 
are hosting a jazz evening at The 
Borough Arms on Saturday, 
January 28, with the Jon Crespo 
Quartet hitting the stage at 9pm, 
on what promises to be a great 
night of live music. 

The jazz evening will be the first of 
many events and initiatives hosted by 
the traders with the aim of promoting 
the shopping area and raising vital 
funds for on-going community 
focussed events, such as the artisan 
markets, Easter Parade and Christmas 
Lights. 

Leanne Wood, chairperson of the 
High Street Traders Association said: 


“We’re delighted to be hosting such a 
top notch jazz quartet, and would like 
to extend our gratitude to both them 
and the venue for their support. 

“The High Street shopping area was 
recently voted the fifth best 
independent shopping area in the 
whole of the UK, so we welcome the 
opportunity to get together and 
celebrate this amazing accolade, whilst 
ensuring the future of the community 
events that High Street has become 
well known for.” 

Tickets for the evening are available 
to the public at £5 each and can be 
purchased from The Borough Arms, 
Balance the Body and Pood for 
Thought Deli. 



Jane Hutt met WASPI campaigners Kay Clarke, 
Celia Jones and Sue Jarman at the Senedd recently. 


Vale cowboy Pete in 
the DVD launch of 
Magnificent Seven 


WHEN the mighty 
Sony Studios 
wanted a media 
‘Western 

Experience Day’ to 
help launch the 
DVD of The 
Magnificent Seven 
last week, it wasn’t 
to the High 
Chaparral they 
looked, but to 
Barry where our 
own international 
award-winning 
circus skills trainer 
and performer, Pete 
Gamble, is based. 

‘Pecan Pete from’ ‘A 
Handful of Hats’ 
explained: “I’ve been 
very fortunate to be able 
to compete and perform 
around the world and 
was pleased to be asked 
to put a complete 
package of western skills 
together for such a 
prestigious event that 
followed the theme of 
the film. 

“Our extensive 
experience with TV and 
film work paid off and 
after much discussion 
we taught a great bunch 
of folks from Good 
Morning Britain, MTV, 
Culture Trip, Radio 
Times and others how to 
spin a lasso, throw a 
rope, shoot and spin a 
’45, fire a Winchester, 
throw a knife, crack a 
whip and throw an axe! 

“All this was 
delivered in the UK’s 
most authentic complete 
Western movie town, 
Laredo in Kent. 

“If you want to be a 
cowboy yourself, group 
and one-to-one training 
sessions are available in 
the Vale through 
www.ahandfulojhats .co .u 
k.” 
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LOCAL COUNCIL WANTS 
RESIDENTS’ VIEWS ON 
ROAD SAFETY IN ST ATHAN 


A LOCAL community council wants 
residents to let them know their concerns 
about road safety by responding to a 
questionnaire. 

The St Athan Community Council has received 
a number of reports of near misses recently. 

Coun Ann Bamaby told The GEM that at a 
recent Creative Rural Communities ‘community 
modelling’ exercise, speeding and road safety in St 
Athan had proved to be a major issue for the 
community. 

Coun Bamaby said: “As a result, the council has 
launched a ‘Speeding and Road Safety’ 
questionnaire, to gather as much information as 


possible. 

“It is hoped that this will enable the Vale Council 
highways team to carry out a full review and to 
create the climate to bring in some improvements. 

“The questionnaire is available on-line via our 
web site www.stathancommunitycouncil.org.uk 
under news. Paper versions are also available from 
St Athan Library, Londis Stores, and The Gathering 
Place. 

“We hope that we receive lots of constmctive 
feedback from the community. We cannot promise 
that all issues can be addressed, but please take a 
few minutes to take part, and help us try to make a 
difference. 


Hamster 
is saved 
by dog at 
cat centre! 





Cocoa the hamster (above) and 
Bruce the rescue dog. 
Photograph by Susan Dobbs photography 



THE Cat Adoption 
Centre in 

Bryncethin came to 
the rescue of yet 
another vulnerable 
animal this week - 
but this time it was 
a hamster! 

What’s more, the 
hamster owed its survival 
to Bmce, the sharp-eyed 
dog who spotted it. 

Bmce belongs to Sue 
Dobbs, the manager of 
the cat centre, and she 
said: “Bmce spotted this 
little hamster dumped in 
a cage outside the centre 
whilst out on a walk. 

“It was fortunate that 
Bruce found him, as 
temperatures were close 
to freezing and it’s 
unlikely this little cutie 
would have survived the 


night. 

“The hamster has been 
named Cocoa - and has 
been given his forever 
home by our cat carer, 
Eleanor.” 

Eleanor said: “Sadly 
my two hamsters recently 
died, so I am glad to be 
able to give Cocoa a 
home. 

“He is a very friendly 
chap. It’s hard to imagine 
why his previous owner 
just abandoned him as 
they did.” 

Sue Dobbs added: 
“Bruce, who is a rescue 
dog himself, isn’t new to 
spotting animals in 
distress. A couple of 
years ago he led us to an 
injured cat who had been 
abandoned at the 
premises and was hiding 
in the wood shed. 

“He is a real hero!” 


For all your 
latest news... 
glamorgan- 
gem.co.uk 


Ramblers go 
on a three 
parks hike 


FOURTEEN 
walkers^ including 
leader Sylvia, from 
Penarth and District 
Ramblers, set off 
from Cogan on a 
beautiful sunny but 
frosty morning 
making pavements 
extremely slippery, to 
explore three of 
CardifPs well known 
parks prior to a 
circumnavigation of 
Cardiff Bay. 

Crossing Pont y Werin 
and following the River 
Ely upstream, then past 
flowering daffodils at 
Dunleavy Drive, after 
heading under the A4232 
and through 

Grangemoor Park, the 
Ely Trail led them on to 
reach and cross Penarth 
Road and then Leckwith 
Hill. 

Passing colourful 
graffiti below the A4232, 
pathways at Sanatorium 
Park led past part of the 
53-acre building site, 
where 800 houses will be 
created to form an urban 
village on the former site 
of the huge paper mill. 

Victoria Park in 
Cowbridge Road East 
brought them to the 
Kagyu Samye Dzong 
Tibetan Buddhist 

Meditation Centre where 
boots were removed 
before entering to view 
the interesting art 
exhibition entitled 
‘Where Land and Sea 
Embrace ’ by group 
member Dr Anna Polya, 
followed by morning 
coffee break utilising 
their lounge. 

Heading through 
Thompson’s Park past 
the statue of ‘Joyance ’ by 
Sir William Goscombe 
John, which is a replica 
of the original that, 
sadly, has been stolen at 


least four times, a 
descent from Pencisely 
Road led them across 
Llandaff Eields. 

Prom Pontcanna 
Eields and Blackweir, a 
footbridge over the River 
Toff brought them to the 
Secret Garden cafe in 
Bute Park, with its lovely 
gardens and pretty 
carved trees for lunch, in 
surprisingly warm 
sunshine. 

Continuing south past 
the famous Principality 
(previously Millennium) 
Stadium and with views 
across to Central Square, 
where the new 
headquarters of BBC 
Cymru Wales are under 
construction. Toff Mead 
Embankment led them 
across the Clarence 
Road Bridge into 
Hamadryad Park. 

Passing under the 
A4232 for the last time 
and entering the 
Wetlands, then 

continuing through 
Mount Stuart Square and 
the very busy Mermaid 
Quay, a quick march past 
all the sights of Cardiff 
Bay led them across the 
Cardiff Barrage and on 
past the Custom House 
for their return along 
pavements at Penarth 
Portway, Terra Nova 
Way and Marconi 
Avenue. 

On January 28, meet 
at 9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a nine-mile 
hard walk in the 
Abercarn area; contact 
Rachel on 01446410545. 

To follow the group 
log onto www.penarth 
ramblers .wordpress .com 
or Eacebook. Prog¬ 
rammes and membership 
advice can be obtained 
from Pam on 029 2025 
5102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 


Squadron reunion 

372 (Barry) Air Training Corps will hold a 
reunion on Saturday, January 28 in the 
Market Street club at 7pm. 

If you are an ex-cadet, male or female, or have 
been associated with the squadron, please come 
along and join us. 

We are also celebrating the refurbishment of our 
headquarters behind the Memorial Hall on 
Gladstone Road. This will officially open in May. 

For further information concerning the 
reunion, search on Facebook: 372 of 1968; or 
email cnstrom5@aol.com. 


‘MP does not 
understand local 
flood issues’ 


1 REFER to a report in 
The GEM last week 
with the headline 
‘Ham Manor Park facing 
flood disaster - Vale MP’. 

I cannot believe how Alun 
Cairns could react in this way as 
it is very clear to me that he has 
no understanding of what the 
issues are and this statement will 
create panic among residents 
when it rains. 

I have been dealing with flood 
issues at Ham Manor Park since 
I became a Vale councillor in 
May 1999, and I have worked 
closely with the Ham Manor 
Park Residents’ Association and 
Berkeley Leisure. 

The area in question belongs 
to a private owner who is 
responsible for the woods and for 
keeping the culvert clear from 
becoming blocked with debris. 

It is nothing to do with 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW). 

The stream that runs through 
the wood from the Duchy of 
Cornwall land at Boverton is 
almost dry at the moment due to 
the low rainfall, but during the 
winters we have had in the past. 


with heavy storms, the water will 
rise in the wood if it cannot 
escape down the culvert, and if 
the water rises above the 
boundary wall, it could flood the 
residential park and cause much 
damage to homes - as it did in 
1998 when six homes were 
destroyed. 

On Christmas Eve 1999,1 
went into the woods and the 
water was up to my waist. I 
pulled out two large tree trunks 
to reduce the water level and 
save the park from danger over 
the Christmas period. 

I kept an eye on the culvert 
during Christmas Day and 
through the holiday, until I met 
with the owners to bring their 
attention to the issue. 

Since that time, the owner 
arranged to clear the wood of 
any loose debris, and built a wire 
fence to collect any loose debris 
from going into the culvert. As a 
result, the park has not flooded. 

I would stress that this area is 
nothing to do with the River 
Hodnant, which runs from 
Boverton through the other side 
of Waterfall Mews, which is the 
responsibility of NRW, who have 


worked with Berkeley Leisure to 
resolve any threat of flooding in 
Ham Manor Park. 

I visited Ham Manor Park 
today and noted that the new 
owner/leaseholder needs to clean 
up the wood immediately as it is 
overgrown, including the mouth 
of the culvert. 

I will be contacting the 
owner/leaseholder to take action, 
once this is done and kept clean 
there will be no future threat of 
the culvert becoming blocked; if 
residents have any fears they just 
need to contact me with their 
concerns. 

Einally, I note that Mr Cairns 
says that he has written to NRW 
about planned work on the 
Boverton culvert. Too late Mr 
Cairns, the Vale Council have let 
the contract for the work which 
will start next month as most 
residents in the area are aware, if 
Mr Cairns wishes to be updated 
on any flooding issues I would 
be happy to meet him. 

Coun Gwyn John, 
cabinet member for visible, 
leisure and regulatory services. 
Vale Council. 


THE BIG 

FURNITURE 
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EXTRA SAVINGS... 
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LOCAL WILDLIFE EXPERTS INSIST... 


‘Swansea Bay energy scheme 
must be closely monitored’ 


THE massive 
Swansea Bay Tidal 
Lagoon energy 
project has 

received the 

cautious support of 
local wildlife 
trusts - but only if 
comprehensive 
research into the 
likely effects on 


bird and fish 
habitats is 

completed first. 

Supporters of the 
Swansea Tidal Lagoon 
scheme were 

encouraged by the 
recent report by former 
energy Minister Charles 
Hendry, although there 
are many hurdles still to 
be cleared - not least the 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

price tag. The Wildlife 
Trusts in Wales 
welcomed remarks in 
the Hendry Review that 
any tidal lagoon 
development in the UK 
should be subject to 
strict monitoring of any 
impacts on the marine 


IT solutions 
■ for your home 

^ and business 


Our new Offices and Workshop are: 

Unit 37a, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, NearCowbridgeCF71 7PF. 


COMPUTER AND LAPTOP REPAIRS 
VIRUS PROBLEMS 
INTERNET & EMAIL PROBLEMS 
DATA RECOVERY 

Fast, reliable local service covering all areas including 
Cowbridge, Llantwit Major, Barry, Penarth, Cardiff 
and Bridgend. WE CAN COME TO YOU! HOME or 
OFFICE, or call in and see us. 


Call 01446 333330 
or EMAIL - admin@hdcs.co.uk 
www.hdcs.co.uk 


environment, and 
adequate compensation 
for any resulting 
damage. 

One concern of the 
Wildlife Trusts in Wales, 
of course, is bird 
habitats - and the trusts 
agree that there is not a 
problem with Swansea. 

However, the Hendry 
Review points out that a 
tidal lagoon in the 
Cardiff area would 
damage habitats, and the 
trusts are please that this 
has been acknowledged. 

A spokesperson for 
the trusts said: “We are 
also pleased that the 
report recommends a 
pause between Swansea 
becoming operational 
and other plans for 
lagoons starting. 

“The Wildlife Trusts 
in Wales would like to 
see at least eight years 
pause to cover two fish¬ 
spawning cycles.” 

Sarah Kessell, chief 
executive of The 
Wildlife Trust of South 
and West Wales, said: 
“The Wildlife Trusts 
support renewable 
energy and the UK’s 
current targets to reduce 
greenhouse gas 

emissions, tackle 
climate change and 
increase the proportion 
of overall energy 
generated from 

alternative sources. 

“The development of 
renewable energy should 


not be at the expense of 
biodiversity. 

The State of Nature 
report showed 60 per 
cent of our wildlife is in 
decline. We cannot 
accept further loss of 
important habitats or 
species.” 

The spokesperson 
continued: “Natural 
Resources Wales have 
raised serious concerns 
about the impact of the 
proposed tidal lagoon in 
Swansea Bay on fish, 
particularly salmon and 
sea trout. 

“Modelling of the 
impacts on fish is now 
recognised as unreliable 
and flawed. 

The Wildlife Trusts 
believe that no tidal 
lagoon developments 
should be consented 
until substantial research 
has been completed into 
the environmental 
impacts of this new 
technology.” 

Wildlife Trusts in 
Wales is the 
representative body for 
the six local Wildlife 
Trusts in Wales. 

Its role is to protect 
wildlife and wild places 
for future generations. 
Visit www.wtwales.org 
for more information. 


Vale Public Services 
Board publishes 
wellbeing assessment 


FOLLOWING a 
“successful 
engagement 
campaign”, and 
significant data- 
gathering, the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Public Services 
Board (PSB) has 
published its draft 
Well-being 
Assessment. 

It considers the 
wellbeing of the Vale as a 
whole, and presents a 
“real opportunity” to 
help the PSB know more 
about the communities 
and people that shape the 
Vale. 

Coun Neil Moore, 
chair of the Public 


Services Board, 

explained: “This 

assessment is a valuable 
resource - one that 
enables partners across 
the public sector to work 
together to improve the 
wellbeing of our local 
communities - not only 
now, but also for future 
generations.” 

The assessment had 
been informed by a 
wealth of data and 
engagement activities, 
including the ‘Let’s Talk 
about Wellbeing’ survey. 

The assessment 
highlighted a variety of 
areas that affect life in 
the Vale, many of which 
have been identified as 
positive: a diverse 

natural environment. 


Could you he a 
‘FAISF of Friends 
and Neighbours 


FRIENDS and Neighbours (FAN) is a local 
charity that brings people of all ages together 
in the spirit of friendship. 

A spokeswoman said: “If you enjoy meeting 
others, or are feeling lonely, you will be sure of 
finding a warm welcome. 

“FAN groups create a sense of community and are 
a wonderful network. It’s a great opportunity for 
local people to meet newcomers.” 

She continued: “Our groups meet weekly, and 
details are on www.thefancharity.org. There is a new 
group in Barry on Wednesdays, 11.30am, First Floor 
Barry Library, King Square, CF63 4RW. There is no 
charge. In Bridgend, on Mondays at 11.45am, a 
group meets at the Zone Community Cafe, 46-48 
Dunraven Place, CF31 IJB.” 


increasing levels of 
tourism and lower crime 
levels than other areas in 
Wales are some of the 
strengths included in the 
assessment. 

As a whole, the 
assessment looked at 
economic , 
environmental, social 
and cultural well-being. 

The assessment has 
also identified some 
areas where 

improvements could be 
made. These include 
tackling inequalities and 
improving how the PSB 
engages with local 
communities. The PSB 
is already starting to 
consider what it can do to 
make a difference in 
these areas. 

A spokesperson said: 
“The PSB now wishes to 
find out what residents 
think about the draft 
assessment. This can be 
read at: 

WWW. valeofglamorgan .g 
ov.uk/en/our_council/co 
nsultation/Lets-Talk- 
about-Well-being .aspx. 

“A short questionnaire 
can be completed on the 
same page if residents 
wish to share their views 
on the findings 

“Alternatively, they 
can express their 
thoughts through a 
Facebook conversation 
that will be taking place 
over the next few 
weeks.” 


Brighten up your home with a stunning new kitchen 

Our unique Kitchen Genie makeover will transform your existing kitchen by giving it a brand new facelift 
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JEFF JAMES REFLECTS ON 38 
SERVICE FOR RHOOSE AND 


_ THE GEM - 9 

YEARS’ 

VALE 


LAST week The GEM broke the news 
that long-standing Rhoose councillor and 
former Vale Council Leader Jeff James 
had decided to retire. 

He will bow out in April after 38 years’ service to 
the local community as a councillor, seven years as 
Vale Leader and a year as Vale Mayor from 1990-91. 

Now seemed a good time to ask him to reflect on 
his service and the challenges faced by local 
authorities which are often under extreme pressures. 

Jeff moved to Rhoose from Cowbridge at the age 
of 12 and he has lived in the village for 60 years. 

He explained that the decision on whether to 
continue or not as a councillor had been on his mind 
for some time. 

“I started thinking about it in the summer last year 
and began talking it over with my wife Roxana. 

“To have continued for another five years would 
have been a long time and I thought ‘no, it’s best not 
to’. 

“I’m relieved it’s in the public domain, and I was 
touched by Alun’s tribute.” 

The Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns MP, 
had described him as “a local institution” and “one 
of the wisest and most able councillors to have 
served in the Vale”. 

Jeff was first elected at the age of 34 and went on 
to lead the Vale Council, following a crisis that had 
threatened its future. 

He said: “I was elected to the Vale of Glamorgan 
Borough Council in 1979. The first meeting was in 
the old town hall in Barry on King Square. 

“It was too small for the full council, but big 
enough for committee meetings. The full council 


THE first meeting of Friends and 
Neighbours for 2017 went off well at 
Beryl Road Pioneer Hall. 

It was great to see over 50 members enjoying 
themselves, chatting together and catching up, and 
there was a wonderful atmosphere. 

Gay opened up the meeting by wishing them all a 
happy New Year and hoped they had all enjoyed 
their Christmas party, held at Brynhill Golf Club. 

Feedback from the Christmas party was given and 


by TIM CHAPMAN 

met at the Memorial Hall. 

“The new Civic Offices (on Holton Road) were 
opened in 1981 by Princess Anne and became the 
headquarters of the Vale of Glamorgan Council - 
they were purpose built, and equipped with a 
chamber, committee rooms and civic offices.” 

Jeff said that being a member of an opposition 
party on a council is always a challenge because 
people sometimes think you have the authority to act 
on a particular issue - but power resides with the 
ruling party. 

He said he never minded members of the public 
voicing robust opinions to him. 

“It’s a free country and people can speak their 
minds.” 

After 20 years as a councillor, he became Leader 
of the Vale Council. 

“I took over as leader in May 1999 and it was a 
challenging time. The district auditor had criticised 
the council in a damning report.” 

The previous Vale Council Leader had been 
forced to leave. 

Jeff said: “The first thing I had to do was address 
what was in the report - we needed to tackle things 
head on. I had to set up an investigating committee 
to find out how things had been managed. I also had 
to dispense with the services of the chief executive.” 

He set about improving the performance of the 
council and rebuilding its reputation. 

He said that when councils face a squeeze from 
central government the options are limited: increase 
council tax, become more efficient, or reduce 


everyone had a fabulous time and had enjoyed their 
visit to New Theatre to see Peter Pan. Members 
paid their annual subs. 

Members were given information on a busy 2017 
programme, including a forthcoming lunch at the 
Glamorgan suite at Barry College, and a Taste of 
Wales coach trip with a visit to the Abergavenny and 
Brecon canal. Members are looking forward to their 
next meeting with Owls 4U. 

For further information contact Gay Fifield on 
01446 400044. 


services. 

Sometimes people see council reserves running 
into millions of pounds, and wonder why those in 
charge don’t dip into them for a particular project. 

Jeff explained that some of the reserves are held in 
case of crisis and others are actually earmarked for a 
future commitment. 

He does think that reserves could generate more 
income in a safe way if a more creative approach 
was undertaken, pointing out that a return of 2 per 
cent rather than .05 per cent would be significant. 

“It does not have to be too risky. The Assembly 
Government could advise on this.” 

He said it was a good thing that Vale Council 
meetings continue to be conducted in a courteous 
manner. 

“I think by and large there is respect for other 
people’s views and debate is allowed to happen. 

“Even on controversial topics, the banter is good- 
humoured and that’s a good thing.” 

His numerous roles in Rhoose include being chair 
of the local history society and chair of Rhoose 
Community Hall and he will remain very active in 
the community. 

He is keen to see the Rhoose library group, which 
already has 20 volunteers, get off to a flying start. 

He said that “being patient and prepared to listen” 
was a key skill for any councillor. 

“If people had a complaint they were able to tell 
me straight and I would do my best to sort it out. 

“You can’t be a councillor for an area for 38 
years without the goodwill, good humour and 
support of people, and I never took that for granted.” 

So will there be a tear in his eye when he attends 
his final council meeting in April? 

“I try not to be emotional, but maybe at the last 
meeting there will be a tug at the heartstrings.” 

PACT meetings 

GIBBONSDOWN - meet your local 
neighbourhood team at Aberaeron HUB, Aberaeron 
Close, Barry, every Monday between 10am and 12 
noon. 

BUTTRILLS PACT on Thursday, January 26 at 
6.30pm at Barry Town Council Offices (at the side of 
the Memorial Hall). 


NEW YEAR WELL UNDER WAY... 



Councillor Jeff James of Rhoose. 



Plant Hire Groundwork Contractors Ltd 



Grab Hire 
Service 

covering The Vale 
& surrounding 


@01446700535 


We cover • Building/groundwork 
& civil engineering •All size track 
machinery with drivers available 
• Suppliers of top soil • Suppliers of 
sub soil • Suppliers of re-cycled stone 
• Suppliers of quarry stone 

.3t loads away Qf^ABit 

•Aggregates Groundwork 
• Deliveries Contractors 

We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 

_ For more information please 

call Byron on: 01446 700535 [ J 

0I446 700535 ^ 



The Best in Bedroom Furniture 

Visit our 2 great websites: townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk slidingdoorswales.com H ALL AT SALE 

—^ PRICES!!! 


Here’s why you should not miss out on these deals; 

• Huge range of high quality products. 

• Both fitted and free standing furniture. 

• Geniunie made to measure fitted products. 

• Exclusive CAD design service for fitted furniture. 

• Highly skilled installation team. 

• Professional service from a family business. 


Freestanding Sliding 
Door Wardrobes 


Custom Wardrobe Interiors 


Made to Measure 
Fitted Bedrooms 


Superb CAD 
^ Design Service 


Sliding Door Wardrobes 


Don’t miss out on the 
latest deals from both 
Town & Country 
Bedrooms & Sliding 
doors Wales. South 
Wales most innovative 
& Progressive bedroom 
designers & installers. 


Q—B 




Custom made Home 
Office Installations 


fF=l 


winrwitowfiandcountrybedroomswco^li 
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Town&Country 

Bedrooms B3 


Sliding Doors 
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Every'thing Reduced Throughout The Store 
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George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathroorris 
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Mysterious 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 


DID you know that 
the largest capstone 
in Britain is 
situated in a field 
at Tinkinswood, 
near St Nicholas, 
and that this 
impressive burial 
chamber dates to 
around 3500 BC 
and was in use 
until 2000BC? 

Did you know that 
Kenfig Pool, a national 
nature reserve of some 
70 acres, is the second 
largest freshwater lake 
in south Wales after 
Llangorse? A legend is 
connected with Kenfig, 
which is situated in the 
sand dunes. 

In ancient times, a 
local chieftain wronged 
and wounded a prince 
who, with his dying 
breath, pronounced a 
curse on his foe. 

Just one of the tales 
in Chris Barber’s 
fascinating Mysterious 
Wales (published by 
Amberley Books at 
£14.99) a land haunted 
by its own past, with a 
treasure trove of 


beautiful and magical 
places - some rarely 
visited. 

This book guides 
explorers to prehistoric 
megaliths, remote stone 
circles, burial chambers, 
secret caves, lonely 
lakes and ‘bottomless’ 
pools, and some of these 
magical places can be 
found in the Vale; such 
as the Cross of St Illtyd, 
erected to commemorate 
two holy men at St 
Illtyd’s Church in 
Llantwit Major and the 
Cross of Irbic, at 
Llandough. 

With chapters on 
wizards, witches, fairies, 
saints and sanctuaries 
and much more, this 
well-illustrated book is a 
jolly good read. 

For children: The 
Crystal Fountain by 
David Morgan Williams 
and illustrated by Laura 
Jenkins, published by 
yLolfa at £5.99. It is the 
story of Capra, an ibex 
who lives in the 
mountains of Ethiopia, 
and her friends Omo 
and Asha, and is a 
delight. 

BRIAN LEE 


ENFYS CRAFT FAIR 

THE first Enfys craft fair of 2017 will 
take place on Saturday, February 4 at the 
St Ffransis Millennium Hall, Park Road, 
Barry between 10am and 4pm; free 
admission. 

Last month’s charity raffle raised £70 for Nell’s 
Point coastal Watch. Unfortunately Cyril, who is in 
charge of the raffle, is too poorly at present to 
continue. 

For more information, contact Reg on 01446 
792149 or Patricia on 01656 880784. 


BALLET PHOTO RETRACES 
THOSE CHILDHOOD STEPS 


THE article and 
photograph of young 
ballet dancers on page 
11 of last week’s 
GEM awakened 
memories of the 
summer of 1980, 
writes ANDY 
JOHNSTONE. 

Moya Vahey, founder 
of the School of Russian 
Classical Ballet in 
Cowbridge, supplied The 
GEM with a black-and- 
white printed photograph 
of a group of girls 
waiting to sit their 
Federation of Russian 
Classical Ballet 
examination. 



Sian and Geoff - who 
still live in the area - 
explained what had 
happened to the budding 
Fiona Breen identified ballerina since 1980. 

She didn’t keep 


herself in the photo, and 


since then, the parents of dancing up,” began her 


another young dancer, 
Ellen Owen (nee 
Winnard) made contact 
with the paper. 

Ellen, then aged five, 
is on the far right of the 
photograph. Her parents. 


father, once a teacher at 
Y Bont Faen School, 
“but remembers the 
classes and Miss Vahey 
very well.” 

Although Ellen did 
not keep up her dancing. 


Menter Bro 


YDYCH chi’n hoffi 
chwaraeon ac eisiau 
dysgu a defnyddio’r 
Gymraeg? 

Mae adnodd gwych 
nawr ar gael gan 
Gomisiynydd y 
Gymraeg: Y Gymraeg: 
Amdani! Defnyddio’r 
Gymraeg mewn 
chwaraeon. 

Pecyn ymarferol i 
glybiau a 
chymdeithasau 
chwaraeon ar sut i 
ddatblygu 
gweithgareddau 
chwaraeon yn 
ddwyieithog, yn y 
Gymraeg a Saesneg yng 


mp' 

\Stutnj 



PROTECTING YOUR 

Home & Business 

Intruder Alarms Wire Free Alarms Fire Alarms Security Lighting CCTV Door Entry Systems 


CALL TODAY FOR A FREE 

no obligation survey and quotation 


REASON TO BUY FROM US: 

• SSAIB Approved for all your Home and 

Business Insurance Requirements 
• All Staff CRB Checked 

• We will beat any Like for Like quotation 

• 24 Hours Service 

• Partners with the Vale Of Glamorgan 
Neighbourhood Watch 

• We are the only approved installer in Wales 
for the ‘Visonic’ Wireless Alarm Systems. 

TEL: 01446 739586 
MOB: 07815 047318 
www.vogalarms.com 

Unit 3 Palmerston Workshops, Palmerston Road, 
Barry, Vale of Glamorgan, CF63 2YZ 



Nghymru. 

Mae’r pecyn hwn yn 
seiliedig ar ymchwil ac 
adborth gan gyrff 
chwaraeon ledled 
Cymru. I weld fersiwn 
rhyngweithiol o’r 
pecyn, edrychwch ar y 
line yma: 

www.comisiynyddygym 
raeg .cymru/hybu/cy/can 
llawiau/Pages/amdani% 
21.aspx. 

Cymrwch olwg ar y 
fideos yna sy’n rhan o’r 
pecyn a gallwch 
lawrlwytho posteri a 
chardiau fflach. 

Mae pob c roe so i chi 
dderbyn copi trwy ’r 
post. Os hoffech chi 
dderbyn copi trwy ’r 
post yna cysylltwch: 
hybu@ comisiynyddygy 
mraeg.cymru. 

Do you like 
your sports 
and want to 
learn and 
use Welsh? 

A GREAT resource 
has become available 
from the Welsh 
Language 
Commissioner: 

Welsh: give it a go! 
Using the Welsh 
language in sport. 

A practical pack is 
available for sports 
clubs and associations 
on how to develop a 
bilingual, Welsh and 
English approach to 
sports activities in 
Wales. 

The pack is based on 
research and feedback 
from sports bodies 
across Wales. 

To view an 
interactive version of 
the pack, view this link: 
www.comisiynyddygym 
raeg .cymru/hybu/cy/can 
llawiau/Pages/amdani% 
21.aspx. 

Take a look at the 
videos that are part of 
the pack and you can 
download posters and 
flashcards. 

If you’d like a print 
version through the 
post, contact: 
hybu@ welshlanguageco 
mmissioner.wales. 


she has been a teacher 
for some years. 

Now living in 
Crickhowell, the mother 
of three boys - none of 
whom, report Sian and 
Geoff, are aspiring Billy 
Elliots - teaches Welsh 
in the Modern 
Languages Faculty of 
Christ College, Brecon. 

Her mother said: “We 
were so pleased to learn 
that Moya was still 
teaching in Cowbridge. 

“Ballet is a wonderful 
thing for children to 
learn.” 

The photograph also 
prompted Justine Bettley 
(nee Davies) to contact 
The GEM. 

Justine (back row, top 
right) wrote: “I still live 
in the Vale, in 
Llancarfan, having 
moved back to the area 
in 2005 after 20 years 
away. 

“My younger sister 
was Corinne Davies 
(first full row, fourth 
from the left with a short 


bob), and she now lives 
in Edinburgh. We were 
aged seven and five in 
July 1980.” 

Justine added: “We 
attended Y Bont Faen, 
and also went to ballet 
school from 1980 to 
1984 in Cowbridge and 
in Llanblethian village 
hall, before moving to 
Scotland.” 

Justine also spotted 
classmate Hannah Jones, 
to the right of her sister, 
in the photograph. 

“The highlight of 
attending the Moya 
Vahey School of Russian 
Ballet,” said Justine, 
“was the annual show 
put on in Cowbridge 
Town Hall.” 

If you recognise any 
of the pupils in the 
photo, please send your 
reminiscences to 
editorial® glamorgan- 
gem.co.uk. 

To read the earlier 
article online, visit: 
http ://bit.ly/Moya Vahey 


^Annie’s legacy’ 
remembered at 
Welsh Assembly 


‘CANCER Patients’ 
Voices Wales’ 
recently held its 
second event in the 
National Assembly 


have access to life¬ 
prolonging treatments.” 

Mr Davies described 
the campaign as ‘Annie’s 
legacy’, and said that her 
memory would always 


for Wales, as it be with all of those 
continue its work to present. Her husband 


make sure 
diagnosis, 


cancer 

treat- 


Martin and daughter 
Rebecca attended the 
event, and Rebecca gave 


ment, support and her personal perspective. 

survival is the best it 
can be for patients 
in Wales. 


Cabinet Secretary for 
Health, Well-Being and 
Sport, Vaughan Gething, 
,, j , also spoke on behalf of 

L™, the Welsh Government. 

Mr Davies said: 
“Annie Mulholland was 
, a truly inspirational 
RT Davies, who opened individual who despite 


South Wales Central AM 
and Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives Andrew 


proceedings before 
cross-party panel 

discussion took place. 


her own personal illness, 
worked incredibly hard 
to improve access to life 


‘Last year’s event was prolonging treatments for 
organised by cancer cancer sufferers in Wales. 

Annie “She made sure cancer 
who sadly patients’ voices are heard 


sufferer 
Mulholland, 

passed away in May,” Mr in Wales, and the 
Davies said. 

“Annie 


campaign will continue 
a to honour her legacy. It 
dedicated campaigner for was pleasing to see 
better access to cancer politicians of all colours 
drugs in Wales, after and persuasions attend 
discovering she needed and take part as we work 
to move to London to together to beat cancer.” 


LIFT (Life Is For Today) 

The LIFT group offers friendship and support to 
those affected by breast cancer. 

It meets in Cowbridge once a fortnight, between 
10am and 1pm, for relaxation therapies and from 
2pm to 4pm for other activities, such as speakers or 
trips. 

“Come and join us - bring a friend, for friendly, 
supportive, and confidential get-togethers.” 

For more information, call Anne on 01446 
772843, or Judith on 01446 794176.” 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a 
decade Cloudy2Clear 
windows have become 
a leading company 
for glass replacement. 
Issues with double 
glazing can often be 
gradual and may only 


whole window including 
the frames and all the 
hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost 
saving solution... Just 
replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation 


be noticed during a clear in your windows just 


sunny day or during the 
winter, A failed glass 
unit may no longer 
provide you with the 
protection you need or 
be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to 


visit our website or give 
us a call on 0800 61 21 
118. We will send out 
our highly experienced 
engineers for a free 
no obhgation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote 
takes on average 


see if you have any failed no longer than 20 


double glazing? If you 
act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think 
you need to replace the 


minutes. Once the 
quote is completed, 
we will sit down with 
you and explain the 
problem and tell you 


how we can fix it. With 
years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a 
wealth of knowledge 
and are recognised as a 
Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed 
by an industry leading 
25 year guarantee. 
Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks 
handles and hinges on all 
windows and doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is Phil Powell and he 
services Cardiff & 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or 
damaged give Phil a call 
for a free quotation on 
0800 61 21118. 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 







































Cardiff and Vale College 
Coleg Caerdydd a'r Fro 


Open 

Evening: 

Nosvfeit 


07.02.2017 

Barry Campus, Colcot Road. 

Campws y Barri, Heol Colcot, CF^ SVJ 
4.30pm-7.3apm Vj^H 

08.02.2017 - ^ 

City Centre Campus, Dumballs Road. CF105FE 
Campws yng Nghanol Y Ddinas, Heol Dumballs, CF10 5FE 
4.30pm-7.30pm 

Career focused courses • A Levels • Apprenticeships 
Professional qualifications • Higher Education 

Cyrsiau wedi'u Ffocysu ar yrfa • Lefelau A 
Prentisiaethau • Cymwysterau proffesiynoi • Addysg Uwch 
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HUNDREDS OF ITEMS IN STOCK AVAILABLE TO TAKE AWAY! / The UK’s> 

biggest 

solid 

■Blimps 1 5? \ clearance 

iSyan? '* ^ * '' * ^ outlet ^ 


FREE SOLID 
HARDWOOD 
MIRROR 

wh«o you epervd ove^' C299 

•ftft Ills WiaM 


DRESSERS 

trom 

£99 

BEOS 

from 

£99 


SIDEBOARDS 

from 

£49 

TV UNO’S 
from 

£99 


10% OFF 
ALL ORDERS 
OVER £500 

witti ttws vouctier 


NEW STOCK DAILY • SECONDS • SLIGHT IMPERFECTIONS • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SOFAS 

from 


TAKE 

AWAY 


QUALITY SOFAS ( 

AT CLEARANCE PRICES \ 


O H AQ I or delivery 
I available 


100 % 
real leather 
sofas 


(THE OLD EODERSHAWS BUILDING! • HAOFIELO ROAD • CARDIFF CF11 SAG 

LATE NIGHT OPENING 


CALL: 02921 674230 

Monday Friday dam bpm 
!v)turd4y Oiam • Sfim, Sonday 10.30Am - 4 30pm 
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Volunteering fair a BIG success! 


OVER 300 people 
were welcomed at the 
Memo Art Centre in 
Barry on January 18 
and were welcomed 
by 56 volunteering 
providers looking to 
recruit more 
volunteers. 

Attendees were spoilt 
for choice at Glamorgan 
Voluntary Services’ 
(GVS) BIG 

volunteering fair, which 
showcased 

opportunities available 
in the community. 

Kath Fisher of 
Noah’s Ark Children’s 
Hospice charity said: 
“We were delighted to 
be invited to the BIG 
volunteering fair by 
GVS and had a fantastic 
day seeing well over 40 
individuals with a 25 
per cent sign-up. 

“It was well worth us 


coming today” 

If you are 
considering 
volunteering, or your 
community 
organisation would 
benefit from GVS’free 


volunteer recruitment 
services, contact GVS 
on 01446 741706, E- 
mail: 

enquiries© gvs .wales; 
website: 

MS 


FocusBarry AGM 

DEPUTY Inspector Bryn Glennie’s visit 
to the FocusBARRY meeting last week 
provided clarity to the subject of domestic 
abuse and outlined the associated White 
Ribbon Campaign. 

He explained that vulnerable women are almost 
always the target of abusive men and that of the 
30,000 incidents reported annually to the police in 
south Wales, 2,500 occurred in the Vale. He 
produced figures relating to victims and perpetrators 
in Barry as well as answering supporters’ questions 
on policing in the town. 

It is hoped that improvements in procedures and a 
more sensitive and enlightened understanding by the 
police and supporting agencies will encourage more 
victims of domestic abuse to come forward. 

DI Glennie’s presentation was well received by a 
smaller than usual meeting of the group. DH 


A guided tour of 
Westminster... 


I n my role as 
the Member of 
Parliament for 
the Vale I have 
had the privilege 
of welcoming 
many local people 
and community 
groups to 
Westminster and 
providing tours of 
the Houses of 
Parliament. 

Over the past couple 
of years, I have been 
organising ‘coach 
tours’ from the Vale to 
Parliament to give as 
many constituents as 
possible the 
opportunity to come. 

The next such 
departure takes place 
on Friday next week 
(February 4) and there 
are still spaces 
available. 

The Palace of 
Westminster is truly 
fascinating, and 
visitors from the Vale 
will be provided a 
guided tour of all its 
important parts 
including the Houses 
of Commons and 
House of Lords 
debating chambers. 

Following the tour, I 
will hold a question- 
and-answer session in 
the grand committee 
room about how 
Parliament works and 
my experiences on the 




Welsh Secretary 

ALUN 

CAIRNS 

reports to 
GEM readers 

green benches. 

Due to the need for 
renovation and 
restoration, the 
parliamentary estate is 
likely to close in the 
near future with MPs 
sitting in a temporary 
chamber elsewhere for 
at least six years. 

The trips I am 
organising from the 
Vale represent one of 
the last opportunities to 
visit buildings at the 
heart of history before 
this closure. 

It is difficult to 
describe the sense of 
history in the Palace, 
and impossible to 
overstate Parliament’s 
significance in our 
island story. 

Indeed, following 
our departure from the 
European Union, 
Parliament will play an 
even bigger role in 
determining the future 


of the nation. The 
chance to see it as a 
living, working and 
venerable institution in 
its traditional home is 
one that should be 
taken. 

The tour taking 
place next Friday is 
departing from 
Cowbridge at 9am and 
is open to all residents 
of the Vale. 

Upon arrival visitors 
will have the chance to 
explore the 1,000-year- 
old West mi nster Hall 
and use its Jubilee cafe 
prior to the full tour 
with an experienced 
guide. 

Seeing the famous 
green benches for the 
first time, the 
magnificent Royal 
Gallery and the ornate 
thrones in the House of 
Lords is an experience 
not easily forgotten. 

So please do not 
hesitate to call my 
constituency office to 
book your place on the 
tour on 01446 403814. 
Alternatively, email me 
on alun.cairns.mp@ 
parliament.uk. 

If you have any 
friends or family who 
might be interested in 
coming please do let 
them know. 

I look forward to 
seeing you in 
Westminster very soon. 
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BARRY’S NEW DIGITAL 
CINEMA & LIVE 
STREAMING THEATRE 


PORTHCAWL BAND’S SECOND 
CD CONFIRMS THEIR PROMISE 


P ORTHCAWL 
band One 
Time Alive 
have just released 
their second CD, 
entitled Five Star 
Vending Machine, 
following on from 
their very strong 
debut album, Sugar 
Train. 

They talk about 
difficult second albums, 
but that doesn’t seem to 
apply here. It hasn’t 
taken long and it’s a CD 
that has legs - songs still 
sound fresh after the 
third or fourth listen - 
always a good sign. 

However, as for me 
the strength of Sugar 
Train was the sheer 
versatility of this three 
piece - Ed Rees (bass). 
Jack Parry (lead and 
rhythm guitars) and 
Sarah Griffiths 
(percussion) - the first 
four tracks on the new 
CD set off some alarm 
bells. 

They all share a 
similar feel, with Jack 


Parry's guitar having an 
edgy, rough sound, and 
with Ed Rees and Sarah 
Griffiths driving things 
on with real aggression, 
it seemed that they were 
chasing a high energy 
live sound, rather than 
developing their 
eclecticism. 

Nothing wrong with 
any of those opening 
four tracks, but they 
were a touch similar. 
‘Sister Soul’ is the 
opener, and it’s a 
bassist’s show off track 
with Ed taking the vocal 
as well. 

Tracks two and three 
rattle along in similar 
vein and, although track 
four, ‘Eathoms’, starts 
slow, you know it’s just 
building up, ‘Teen 
Spirit’ style, to the 
crashing chords and the 
big finish. 

However, from track 
five on, called ‘Round 
About Way’, the band 
from the first album 
reasserts itself. This 
one’s an acoustic 
number, with Ed’s 
vocals and his trademark 


Review by PHILIP IRWIN 





lyrics - he has an ear for 
a phrase that jumps out 
at you. 

Up next is ‘All 
Things’ - with an intro 
rather like Joe Jackson’s 
‘Different Eor Girls’ - 
that carries on with a 
moody feel, before a big 
finish. 

Track seven is a 
bouncy little number 
where the band share the 
vocals, and track eight, 
‘Baby’ is my favourite - 



live 

Slimming World 


New Group 
Saturday 9.30am 
from 4th February 
All Saints Church Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 
Mondays 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 
Cadoxton Moors 
Community Centre, off 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
Julie 07903 585693 
Mondays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 
Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Rhoose 
Helen 01446 750738/ 

07968 355119 
Mondays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 
Tabernacle Church 
Kings Square, Barry 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
Tuesdays 9.30am 
and 11.30am 

Parish of Our Lady & St itityd, 
(Cathoiic Church), Ham 
Lane East, Liantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 

07968 355119 
Tuesdays 5.30pm 
Holy Trinity 

Presbyterian, Church Hall, 
Trinity Street, Barry 

Joanne 01446 404897 


Tuesdays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Parish of Our Lady & St itityd, 
(Cathoiic Church), Ham 
Lane East, Liantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968355119 
Tuesdays 6.30pm 
The Old School, South Road, 
Sully CF64 5TG 
Nicola 01446 740394 
Wednesdays 6.00pm 
Cadoxton Methodist 
Church, Church Road, Barry 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Wednesdays 4.45pm 
and 6.45pm 
St Francis Miltennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-Y-Casteli, Barry 
Annamarie 07837 497523 
Wednesday 3.30pm, 

5.30pm, and 7.30pm 
Bridgend Deaf Club, 
Coychurch Road, Bridgend 
Helen 07714170908 
Wednesday 7.30pm 
from 4th January 
Buttriils Community Centre, 
North Walk, Barry 
Martin 07827 445570 
Wednesdays 9.30am 
and 11.30am 
All Saints Church Halt, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 
Wednesdays 5.00pm 
All Saints Church Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 


.'.Af SV 0 
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Thursdays 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Tatbot Community Centre, 
Kenfig Hill 
Millie 07765 040006 
Thursdays 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall, 
Wyndham Street, Barry 
CF63 4EL 

Nicola 01446 740394 

Thursdays 5:30pm 
Highlight Park Community 
Centre, Barry 
Annamarie 07837 497523 
Thursday 9.30am 
Tatbot Community Centre, 
Kenfig HitI 
Millie 07765 040006 
Thursdays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

The Cabin (Next to Swim 
Poot), Rear of Hebron Hall, 
Cross Common Road, 

Dinas Powys 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 

Fridays 9.30am 

and 11.30am 

The Cabin (Next to Swim 

Poot), Rear of Hebron Hall, 

Cross Common Road, 

Dinas Powys 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 
Saturdays 7.30am, 

9.30am and 11.30am 
Buttriils Community Centre, 
North Walk, Barry 
Martin 07827 445570 


Stlrnmuh 




an out and out blues, 
with Jack Parry really 
showing off his guitar 
expertise. Jack could 
probably insist on a 
guitar solo in every 
song, but you get the 
feeling that One Time 


Alive are a real band, 
and all the better for it. 

The final track, ‘The 
Parade’ has Sarah 
singing lead vocals, and 
that’s another string to 
the band’s versatility 
bow. 

I skimmed through 
the album for a friend 
while giving him a lift. 
He knows his indie 
music and said it was 
hard to believe it was the 
same band, playing such 
different songs. 

It’s good to see a 
Porthcawl band making 
original music and 
getting it out there on 
CD and via iTunes. The 
CD is available from 
SUSSED in Porthcawl 
(just up from the 
Bandstand, James Street 
CP36 3BG). Eor more 
on the band, go to 
http ://www.onetimealive . 
com! 


Black Jam Circus 
launch new album 


■; r'iT-3' Ve." "'i / 


A special album 
launch by Black 
Jam Circus is 
taking place on 
Friday, February 3, 
on Barry Island, 
and entry is free. 

A spokesman said: 
“The Black Jam Circus 
is an original band made 
up of a group of 
mysterious brothers. 

“They have recently 
released their debut 
album, which contains 
15 original tracks 
produced by local 
producer Paul O’Kelly at 
St Paul Studio. 

“Not much is known 
about the band, but 
rumour has it that the 
band is made up of a 
group of seven brothers 
who have been working 


with a travelling circus 
until now. 

“The album is an 
eclectic mix of pop / 
rock / reggae / pui^ and 
funk and the songs are 
based on real life 
experiences. 

“The album can be 
downloaded from 
www.blackjamcircus .com 
or physical copies of the 
CD can be purchased 
from the Chimera Tattoo 
Emporium on Holton 
Road, Barry, or at the 
Barry Music Shop. 

“On Eriday, Eebruary 
3, the band will be 
launching their album at 
an official launch party 
at the Barry Island 
Sports and Social club, 
doors will open at 
7,30pm and the event is 
free entry.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Toys and trains 

BARRY Toy and Train Sale takes place on 
Sunday, January 29 at 10.30am to 3pm at Holm 
View Leisure Centre, Skomer Road, Barry, CF62 
9DA. 

Please note that this is a new venue for the toy 
and train sale. There is plenty of free car parking 
and easy access at this leisure centre, which is just 
off the main A4050 road approaching the town. 

As always, local charity fund-raiser and caterer 
Rita Limbrick will be operating the cafe within the 
event. 

Telephone 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 or see 
www.chrisdyerfairs .co .uk for further information . 

Valeways walk 

A GUIDED walk, ‘The Long Way Round’ takes 
place on Sunday, January 29 meeting at 2pm 
outside the visitor centre at Cosmeston. 


Hacksaw Ridge 
is a remarkable 
tale delivered in 
hackneyed way... 

M 


EL Gibson 
has been 
seemingly 
serving Hollywood 
penance for years. 

Supposedly 
blacklisted after his 
various antics, Gibson 
has sought refuge in the 
low-key, genre pieces 
like How I Spent My 
Summer Vacation, 
Machete Kills and The 
Expendables 3, with 
only last year's Blood 
Father really registering. 

However, Gibson has 
been keen to get back 
behind the camera, and 
this week sees the 
release of his fifth 
feature film. Hacksaw 
Ridge. 

It tells the true story 
of Desmond Doss 
(Andrew Garfield), who 
signs up to join the army 
in World War Two, 
despite being unwilling 
to use a rifle and take 
another man's life. 

Viewed with 
suspicion, Doss battles 
his way to serving as a 
medic in the battle 
against the Japanese at 
Hacksaw Ridge - but 
will he survive the 
rigours and tortures of 
war without bearing 
arms... 

The story of Desmond 
Doss is truly remarkable; 
maintaining his moral 
and religious strength 
(he was a Seventh-day 
Adventist who would 
not work Saturdays) 
while also believing in 
his duty to his country, 
Doss’s story is most 
certainly one worthy of 
being told on the cinema 
screen. 

Yet, however 
compelling a tale it is, 
brought to life by Mel 
Gibson, it is also a 
strangely unbalanced 
film, one that takes great 
pains to set out the 
debate about war, how 
belief and duty can go 
together and the 
sacrifices made by those 
to keep us safe, yet also 
takes great relish in 
depicting those sacrifices 
and battles. It's part 
high-octane action film, 
part thoughtful piece on 
the ravages of war on 
loved ones and friends, 
yet it never truly feels 
like the two elements 
reconcile into a 
satisfying whole. 

To use a sporting 
cliche it's a film of two 
halves; the first 
establishes the character 
of Doss from an early 
age (two incidents in 
particular asserting his 
desire to not take a life). 

We meet his father (a 
strong turn from Hugo 
Weaving), a man broken 
down by the torment of 
the great war and losing 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


his friends in it, and 
Doss and his brother's 
desire to join the army 
breaks the heart of this 
once strong man. 

After that we shift to 
training, where the usual 
war film cliches apply 
(including a scenery 
chewing Vince Vaughn 
as a drill sergeant with a 
sense of humour) and 
the emotional 
centrepiece as Doss 
battles (literally) to be 
allowed into combat and 
save lives, before the 
conflict itself, and all its 
brutality and violence 
writ large. 

The battle is where 
Gibson feels most at 
home; the formative part 
of the film runs on 
cliche, ticking the boxes 
of biopics as we go, and 
while beautifully shot, 
never really engages. 

There are some 
interesting debates in 
there, both in terms of 
Doss' relationship with 
his father and the lengths 
Doss goes to prove his 
worth and take his place 
alongside his squad at 
Hacksaw Ridge, moral 
and spiritual arguments 
that pique the interest, 
but it feels like Gibson is 
keeping his powder dry 
for the final conflict. 

And to be fair to the 
director, when we do 
reach the battle the 
direction is breathtaking, 
the savagery of combat 
realised in a way nobody 
has achieved perhaps 


since Steven Spielberg's 
Saving Private Ryan. 
Running at nearly an 
hour, it ebbs and flows, 
pushing the emotional 
buttons as well as 
delivering spectacle, 
particularly come the 
conclusion as Doss' 
heroics come to light, 
highlighting how 
talented and mesmeric 
Gibson the director can 
be. 

Andrew Garfield's 
performance as Doss is 
strong, his dignity, desire 
to help and belief in 
what he deems to be 
right making him an 
interesting, if inflexible, 
character. 

The British actor 
essays the role with a 
naive charm, yet with a 
steely resolve that 
anchors the film, while 
the likes of the 
aforementioned Vaughn 
and Weaving (whose 
heartbreaking turn is 
very good) along with 
Sam Worthington and 
Teresa Palmer (as Doss' 
girlfriend) all offer up 
something. 

It's the curse of the 
'based on a true story' 
film that making 
something that lives up 
to the enormity of the 
story being told is 
always tricky - Hacksaw 
Ridge, for all of Mel 
Gibson's balletic and 
brutal action, doesn't 
quite manage it. 

It's a story that is 
incredible, yet ultimately 
its the story, rather than 
the way its told, that 
sticks with you. 

VERDICT - Mel 
Gibson's directorial 
return is a patchy one; 
for all of Hacksaw 
Ridge's breathtaking 
and visceral visual 
magic, the story itself is 
a beguiling one executed 
poorly. 

The performances are 
strong, the final hour an 
incredible display of 
directorial bravado, but 
Hacksaw Ridge struggles 
to match the captivating 
nature of the story being 
told. Average. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Saving Private 
Ryan {199'3,), Apocalypto 
(2006) 


«^«^CHANGE OF VENUE 

BARRY NR. CARDIFF 
TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 29TH JANUARY 2017 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

HOLM VIEW LEISURE CENTRE, SKOMER ROAD, 
BARRY. V-o-G. CF62 9DA 
(Just off the A4050 road) 

BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

75TABLES 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, 
Hornby trains, Bachmann, Lima, etc. and much, much more. 

Admission £2.00 - Child/OAP £1.50 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 

Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 
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ew f/ea)i^ WINDOWS and door sale: 

4* (M^ - ^ TRANSFORM THE APPEARANCE AND SECURITY OF YOUR HOME 


BUY NOW PAY NOTHING UNTIL JANUARY 2018* 




ANY COLOURED COMPOSITE 
FRONT DOOR 


UPVC 

BACK DOOR 


Now Pay Nothing Until January 201$ Offer appfcos to soloctod finance pacfeiges • pfeaw asJi for detaiK 


FULLY FITTED 

FOR ONLY 

£1700 


ANY UPVC FRONT 
DOOR & UPVC 
BACK DOOR 


FULLY FIHEO 

FOR ONLY 

£1400 


Prices include 
VAT and installation 


ADD A FRENCH OR 
PATIO DOOR TO ANY 
PACKAGE FOR ONLY £995 


• FREE DESIGN AND 
QUOTATION SERVICE 

• FITTED WITHIN 
3 WEEKS 

• 10 YEAR. INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 





MORE PACKAGE OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

CALL FOR DETAILS 

0^^ 

e ^ 2 S S I©1 PBI 

If lj;iv 

iMTcavnacTiM;. 

C2S WALES 

-Est.2014- 

IM YiAtS TftAa^G 

www.g2swindowsdoors.co.ulc 

CALL US 
ANY TIME 

OUR IMONn ART WAANtC 

24/7 

VISIT OUR SUPERB SHOWROOM 

Um T Tori Pork. Cheps;:ow Rd. 

Bridoend Ind EsLsIe Bridgend 0*31 3 TB 

01656 349467 
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NEWS OF 
SULLY WI 


T he first 
meeting of 
Sully WI in 
2017 was held at 
The Old School on 
January 4. 

President Jean 
Dowding wished 
everyone a ‘Happy New 
Year’. Our Christmas 
party in December had 
been very enjoyable, 
with plenty of food, 
carol singing and a 
present from Santa! 

Our speaker for the 
evening was Val Shields, 
with a talk entitled 
‘Childhood Memories’. 

Val gave an amusing 
and interesting talk 
about how life had been 
for ordinary working 
people in the 1940s and 
’50s, during her 
childhood and 
adolescence. 

Covering pregnancy, 
childbirth and 
childrearing, with 
mother running the 
home and father out at 
work to earn the money, 
her memories struck a 
chord with many of us 
who had grown up with 
similar experiences. 

We recalled our 
enjoyment of the 
freedom to play 
outdoors; racing 
homemade trolleys with 
no sense of danger; 
climbing trees; girls and 
boys playing football. 


cricket and cowboys and 
Indians together. 

However, one thing 
that no-one enjoyed 
were the knitted 
swimsuits: fine when dry 
on the beach, but truly 
awful when worn in the 
sea. It had obviously 
seemed like a good idea 
to someone at the time! 
We thoroughly enjoyed 
our evening of nostalgia. 

The ACWW 
competition: ‘a 
childhood keepsake’, 
was won by Adrienne 
Jones, with Kathy Jones 
second and Jean 
Dowding third. The 
raffle winner was 
Adrienne Jones. 

The mid-month 
meeting on January 18 
was a social evening and 
bring and buy sale. 

Everyone had a 
pleasant, sociable 
evening, with 
refreshments and a 
tempting variety of 
scarves, handbags, 
jewellery and other 
items to buy. 

Sully WI meets on the 
first and third 
Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in The 
Old School, Sully. 

New members are 
always welcome. For 
more information, 
telephone Liz on 02920 
530887. 

JEAN DOWDING 


For all your latest news... 
glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 




Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 
Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available 

Eat, Smile & Talk 

with confidence 

Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 SAB 


The First Step to a Better Smile 


True romance is not a 
rosebud, but a camellia 


IF your garden is in 
a mild location in 
south Wales, then 
snowdrops, 
crocuses and 

daffodils will begin 
to show their heads 
in February, but 
beware: the weather 
is changeable and 
can still bring days 
that are extremely 
cold with night-time 
frosts. 

Time to give your 
garden a little bit of love _ 
with a quick tidy up and 
you could also start plants 



single, double and other 
flower forms. 

February’s garden 
checklist: 

Prune large flowering 
clematis right back to a 
strong bud. 

Divide and replant 
snowdrops. 

If the weather is dry, 
keep an eye on 
evergreens in containers 
and make sure they are 
watered regularly. 

Once winter flowering 
jasmine has blossomed, 
cut out dead stems, trim 
back new shoots and tie 


back new growth. 

some amazing watered carefully, and For the maximum 

^- thrive in a free-draining show of flowers later in 

sowing seeds and Plant a couple of small spot with plenty of the year cut back summer 
planting - weather trees, such as weeping humus in the surrounding flowering shrubs such as 
permitting. Growing willow and twisted hazel, soil. buddleia, lavatera and 

your own plants from adding lots of leaf mould Depending on the hardy fuchsia, 
seeds is one of the most to the ground to make variety, you can have Deadhead winter 
rewarding and these woodland natives flowering from flowering pansies to keep 

economical ways of feel at home. Then plant November through to them blooming, 
getting your garden some hellebores, a April and the range of Depending on frosts, 
going after the winter couple of pots of dwarf colours is vast, from light prune roses, climbers and 
months. daffodils and some pinks to dark reds and hardy evergreens. 

For grow-your-own native cyclamen into the stunning whites with SARA MILNE 

gardeners, February is all ground and fill in the 
about cultivating and gaps with ferns, 
preparing seed beds (if Finish the whole thing 
the ground isn’t frozen) off with a covering of 
and covering them with bark chippings. 
clear polythene, cloches Another woodland 
or fleece to warm up the plant to consider, that 
soil before sowing. does best when planted 

From mid-February, in a sheltered or shady 
you can sow tomato and position, is the camellia, 
cucumber seeds for It’s also ideal for the 
growing in greenhouses, romantics among you 
and plant out garlic and looking for a floral gift 
shallots in light soils. for your loved one as the 
This is also your last fragrant camellia 

chance to winter prune represents desire, passion 
apples, pears and autumn and perfection, 
fruiting raspberries and Camellias are also one 
to plant bare rooted of the best garden plants 
raspberries. to use for adding a real 

A simple garden splash of colour in the 
solution for February is dark winter months, 
to make a ‘mini They are a wonderful 
woodland glade’ in your plant to grow in the 
garden. If you haven’t garden or a container, 
any dappled garden and can be grown in a 
shade you are missing more exposed position if 


Jumble sale 

1ST Dinas Powys Scout group are holding a 
jumble sale on Saturday, January 28 at 1.30pm 
at the Scout hall, High walls Road Dinas Powys. 
Admission 50p. 

AM’s surgery 

VALE AM Jane Hutt will hold a surgery on 
Saturday, January 28 from 10am - Ham at the 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 119 Broad Street, 
Barry. 

No appointment necessary. 


The ^ Hafan 
families enjoy 
studio outing 


DESCRIBED as 
‘one of Wales’ most 
successful holiday 
providers’. Leisure¬ 
time took a number 
of families from Ty 
Hafan to experience 


said: “We did some really 
wonderful things with Ty 
Hafan last year and we’re 
extending our partnership 
into 2017. To be able to 
offer the families a 
fabulous day out on us is 
a real privilege and it has 


the Warner Bros been the perfect way to 
studio tour in start what we hope will 

London where they “"““’er successful 
were able to step in 


to the sets and relive 


year for Leisuretime and 
Ty Hafan 


Natalie Whyatt of Ty 


Ty 




complete care solutions 


Exceeding your 
expectations... 


AWARD WINNING 

Quality Care at Competitive Prices 

From simple help in the home to 24 hour care, 

we can help you to keep your independence. 

Serving the Vale and surrounding 
areas for 20 years! 

For a no-obligation assessment and quote, or just 
an informal chat over the phone, please call us: 

01656 863963 

0 




DAVID PR05SER&CO 


SOLICITORS 

Wills, Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Probate and Estate 
Disputes & Administration 

WE ARE A LOCAL, WELL 
ESTABLISHED LEGAL PRACTICE 

We will; 

• Be polite and professional 

• Respond promptly to your enquiries 

• Provide clear information on costs 

• Offer home visits where necessary 

Please contact Brendan Sweeney. 
Telephone 01656 645921 

E-Mail: brendansweeney@ 
davidprosser.co.uk 

3 Court Road, Bridgend CF31 1BL 

David Prosser & Co is the trading name of 
DP Law Limited. 


Harry Potter Hafan said: “At 

through the eyes of Hafan, we focus 
the filmmakers who relieving the burden of 
brought the books 24/7 care so that families 
can spend quality time 

Leisuretime offered Ty together. 

Hafan up to 20 ,, , Leisuretime has 
complimentary entrance helped us to achieve this 
tickets to the studio and by giving these families a 
free return coach travel, “ugieal experience that 
which was provided by they will treasure forever. 
Thomas of Rhondda We are so grateful for 
Coach Company. *eir support. Thanks 

George Johnson, ulso to Thomas of 
Rhondda Coach 

Company for providing 
free transport.” 

Glyn Thomas of 
Thomas of Rhondda said: 
“We were delighted to 
supply a coach and driver 
for this fantastic day out 
and will always do our 
best to support 
Leisuretime and Ty 
Hafan when they do 
these wonderful 

activities.” 


director at Leisuretime, 


^Care sector 
cash a sticking 
plaster that 
won’t plug gap’ 


A £10 million 
increase in funding 
for social care has 
been described as a 
“sticking plaster” 
that won’t cover a 
massive funding 
gap in Bridgend 
and the Vale. 

The additional 
money for the sector 
was announced by 
Rebecca Evans, AM, 
the Welsh 

Government’s Minister 
for Social Services and 
Public Health. 

The announcement 
was welcomed by Care 
Forum Wales chairman 
Mario Kreft, but he 
warned it was nowhere 
near enough. 

According to the 
Welsh Government, the 
new investment will 
form part of a three- 
way agreement to be 
established between the 
Welsh Government, 
local government and 
social care employers 
to work together to 
create a more stable 
social care workforce. 

They say the funding 
will help meet the extra 
costs associated with 
the introduction of the 
national living wage 
and that it is in addition 
to the extra £25 million 
for social care, which 
was announced in the 
draft 2017-18 budget in 
October. 

Mr Kreft said: “Any 
extra funding to a 
sector in meltdown is to 
be welcomed but in 
reality it is a sticking 
plaster which will fail 
to plug the massive 
funding gap. 

“Care providers 
welcome Welsh 
Government’s 
recognition of the 
pressures the 
introduction of the 
national living wage 


has placed on the 
sector. 

“We all want to see 
care workers better 
rewarded for the vital 
service they provide 
and the increasing 
professionalisation of 
the workforce as we 
move towards 
registration. 

“But in two years 
since October 2015, we 
will have seen the 
minimum pay rates of 
our care workers 
increase by 12 per cent. 
We estimate the cost of 
this to be at least £80 
mi llion. 

“It will also have a 
knock on effect across 
the board because it 
will be impossible to 
maintain pay 
differentials as we 
would like. 

“In the meantime, 
this extra funding 
should be ring-fenced 
so we can ensure local 
authorities spend it on 
social care.” 

Rebecca Evans said: 
“In Wales, we have 
prioritised social care 
as a sector of national 
strategic importance. 

“Tens of thousands 
of people rely on these 
vital services every day. 
We know that the sector 
is crucial to the 
effective running of the 
wider healthcare 
system, which is why 
we are supporting the 
integration of health 
and social care through 
our £60m Intermediate 
Care Fund.” 

The Minister also 
announced that the 
maximum amount 
people can be charged 
for homecare and other 
non-residential care 
will increase from £60 
a week to £70 from 
April 2017. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
Solder cats & dogs 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been neutered 



& microchipped 

_ Tel: (01656) 769855 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 871760 Dogs 
Tel: 01656 721496 Cats , 

www.m aesteganim alrescue.co.uk 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 
Charity Number: 1020630 
Pleased to support the Macmillan Charity Appeal 
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THo RowBrof Dreams 


Your local Hortcla Power Equipment A 
Honda Lawn and Oardeu Dealorehip 
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INIWQBEAM 

SfWHVFER' 
FUUY Finco 



Established award winning family-run Welsh company 


12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

FREE UPGRADE TO TRIPLE GLAZING 

Number el windows 

Cost 

4 WMOmn MAX 1 OPENER H WHTE UPVC 

m/rmwmrutxrnM 

FromtlMB 

% MMOOVSMAX 1 0fCNER IN WHTTE UfVC 

mnMOwmmxfYM 

FfomnOK 

1 HftlOMiS MM 1 OF^NER fllMRTE UfYC 

WYmwmmxrmR 

FfontZeil 

i 

1 IMIOMVS Mix 1 OPENER WlMIfTE UFYC 

fcfrmrMriffjmiM 

i ' - 

FromtaiM 

• VmiffS Mix 1 OFtFCH hfimt UPVC 
$tfrm>wpmfxfmii 

From £3481 

§ IMiOiWS Mix 1 OPENER W V^IFTE UPI^ 

KfYmmmmrn/m 

From C3f7B 


12 MONTHS INHREST FREE 
BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 
Conservat»'i Cut 


3MX3M 

ccicBrMrofffRiiyFmB) 
FBIE TtJMS MO VIBTIUI 


3.5MX 3.511 

c(9C8ri)(romFiiiyRrreo 

INCWL BJliMIGWOfKS 
FBEETUMMO VERTICAIUM 


4MX4M 

cciffBrarofrr Fim ROH) 

INC Mi euCOUC WORKS 
Mtl TtiNO MO ¥tBHCM. Wm f 
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12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 

1 Ditr 

Prci 

SeUOOICtlMPeSITEOOM 

..EuarnnED 

Ffom (995.00 

^_ 

pffnoooaBs 

EUaYRTT® 

FNm (999.00 

YAUimiACKimRS 

FUUYRTTep 

Nm (650X0 

FmCH 8000$ 
fuarfm® 

Fnw (999.00 

YALE UPVC FIOIfTOIMS 

ETTTEO 

FNm (199.00 


H9m 


•*J| .p«»i .«.f. wo.. .M ocodHoo. Mdif Showroom at: 

QAI CC UflTI IMC Next door to Halfords on Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 SAP 

5ALt:5 nu I Lint BARRY 01446 439212 

OPEN 9AM TO 9PM Cardiff 029 2050 8770 

-7 RAVQ A lAfCCl/ BRIDGEND 01656 349515 

f UATo A WccA Sales hotline now open 9am-9pm, 7 Days a week 

I Email: sales@mpnwlnilows.com 


INSTAUATIONS ltd 



WAUS Nol DOUBU GUZIN6 COMPANY ; 


AWARDED BEST DOUBLE GLAZING COMPANY IN WALES BY NETWORK VEKA 


UP TO 65% OFF • UP TO 65% OFF • UP TO 65% OFF • UP TO 65% OFF 


65% OFF 
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THE TIDAL WAVE OF TERROR THAT 
SWEPT UP THE SEVERN IN 1607 


F our hundred and ten years ago 
on January 30,1607 the sea rose 
up and engulfed large areas a 
lowland on both the Welsh and English 
sides of the Mor Hafren/Severn Sea. 

An estimated 2,000 people were drowned 
together with most of their livestock. 

Storm surge or tsunami? 

From Appledore (where a fully-laden 60-ton 
ship was taken by the wave from the harbour and 
deposited onto marshy ground where it found its 
final resting place) to the levels of Gwynllwg and 
Gwent, havoc abounded. 

On our side of the water sea walls and harbour 
facilities were swept away - maybe the final straw 
for the exposed port of Cwm Colhuw, Llantwit 
Major, along with Ogmore. 

John Leland on his visit to Llantwit Major in 
1542 had noted: “Colhuw, a certaine little port of 
the sea close to Llan Iltud where there is a direct 
crossing of the Severn Sea to Dunster and 


A fireman^s 
tale from the 
days of steam 
in Oxford 



The writer (centre) with two friends in 
1955 outside Rewley Road station (not 
shown)f which was dismantled in 2000 as 
a listed Grade II building and rebuilt as a 
working museum at Quainton^ 
Buckinghamshire . 


T he waters of 
the Oxford 
canal lapped 
gently over the bow 
of the small hire 
boat, as the 
outboard motor 
purred slowly 
along, meandering 
under bridges, and 
past moored 

houseboats and 
barges. 

After two hours of 
blissful cruising, I then 
returned the boat to its 
owners. 

The year was 1954, I 
was 16 years old and 
after a brief time in Barry 
loco’ shed as an engine 
cleaner, with numerous 
firing turns, I had applied 
successfully for a job as a 
fireman at Oxford loco’ 
shed. 

My accommodation 
was an old, redundant 
LMS railway station 
called Rewley Road. 

With 12 people 
bedded down in one large 
room, all working 
different shifts, sleep was 
almost impossible. 

After several months, 
we were moved to the 
new single room hostel. 


complete with a 24-hour 
canteen. 

While at Barry loco’, 
the work mainly 
involved shunting 

engines in and around the 
dock areas. Oxford shed 
was more varied, with 
main line work on large 
engines, as well as the 
local shunting duties. 

Keeping up with the 
latest clothes style, I 
spent £16 (two weeks’ 
wages) on a Teddy Boy 
suit, tailor-made to 
measure complete with a 
yellow and gold 
waistcoat! 

After two happy years, 
I was summoned back to 
Barry loco and finally to 
Cardiff Canton, where I 
finished in 1965. 

Years later, my father 
had found good use for 
my old suit by using it as 
lagging in the outside 
toilet; wrapping the coat 
around the cistern, and 
the trousers over various 
pipework as a protection 
against frost! 

A ‘fitting end’ to a 
once expensive and 
cherished top-of-the- 
range Teddy Boy suit! 
Tony Nicholas, Barry. 
(Former Great Western 
fireman). 


by BRIAN KEITCH 


Minehead in Somersetshire and hither commeth 
sometime boots and shiplettes for succour”. 

Llantwit’s beach being exposed to the prevailing 
south westerly gales has often been victim of great 
damage in storms such as that in 1996. 

These little ports on the coast of the Fro traded 
both locally and far and wide, cargoes consisting 
of bacon and cheese for the west country 
(Minehead etc) and Bristol, and further afield 
brought to our folk such items as brandy and 
tobacco - not necessarily with the approval of his 
majesty’s customs! 

The Welsh Port Books (1595-1560) - a few 
years before the tsunami, reported the kinds of 
activities of ships and cargoes around our coast: 

The Primrose of Barry sailed from La Rochelle 
with raisins and bales of paper. The same boat 
returned to La Rochelle with Bridgewater cottons 
to return again - this time to Cardiff - with pitch, 
wine and more raisins. 

The Mayflower from Aberddawan also traded 
with La Rochelle returning with barrels of wine 
and salt. The Plymrose of Barry exported coal to 
Rochelle, The Anna from Marenos in France called 
at Aberddawan for coal. The Margaret from the 
same port traded across to Minehead with butter 
and wool (and also took Welsh butter to Exeter). 

The Michael of Sully transported Welsh iron and 
wool to Bridgwater. 

All the Vale ports traded with Bristol in bacon, 
butter, cheese and wool. 

Jenkin Griffith, master of The George of 
Newton Nottage, took wool and butter for local 
merchant If an ap leuan. Leather was another 
popular export from the Fro. 

To counteract smuggling activities agents were 
appointed to patrol the following ports here (ports 
and creeks) - Cardiff, Penarth and Sully, Barry, 
Aberddawan, Newton and Ogmore etc. 

The appointments were duly signed by Edward 
Stradling (St Donat’s), William Matthew and 
Edward Mansell. 

One wonders how much devastation the 1607 
catastrophe must have disrupted the traders on both 
sides of the Severn Sea. 

There are quite a number of references to the 
event as the printed press was up and running and 
leaflets were beginning to be disturbed as a 
forerunner of the press. 

Of interest here is the God’s Warning to His 
People, and Woeful News from Wales, also 
Lamentable News out of Monmouthshire. 

A word about dates, the Julian calendar 
(abolished in 1752) was in use so that plaques in 
churches in the parishes affected record the date as 
1606. 


The adoption of the Gregorian calendar later 
places that date as January 30, 1607. Hen Galon or 
Old New Year is still celebrated in Cwm Gwaun in 
west Wales on January 13 for this day. 

What’s the rush in changing the calendar 
anyway? Our round pound coin didn’t last long! 

Into action - the flood occurred at about 9am 
and affected the counties of Devon, Somerset, 
Gloucestershire on the English side and 
Monmouth, Glamorgan, Carmarthen, Pembroke, 
Cardigan “and divers other places in south Wales” 
on the Welsh side. As the wave progressed up 
channel it got ‘squeezed’ as the sea narrowed. 

Welsh medium 
tuition facing 
‘crisis’ — warning 


FIGURES showing 
the number of 
students completing 
secondary teacher 
training through the 
medium of Welsh 
has almost halved in 
three years are 
“extremely con¬ 
cerning”, Darren 
Millar AM, Welsh 
Conservative 
spokesman for 
education, warned 
last week. 

“Unless the negative 
trend is reversed, Welsh 
language schools could 
face a crisis of declining 
standards, and he urged 
the Welsh Government to 
offer more recruitment 
support to universities. 


“The fall in teacher 
numbers is extremely 
concerning and unless 
steps are taken to reverse 
this trend, Welsh- 
medium education could 
face a recruitment crisis 
which could undermine 
the attainment and 
achievement of pupils, 
and the future of the 
Welsh language. 

“If the Welsh Labour 
Government is serious 
about its commitment to 
Welsh language 

education then it must 
offer greater support to 
Welsh universities in 
their recruitment of 
graduates, and explore 
various incentive 

schemes which could 
serve to entice more 
Welsh speakers into the 
profession,” he added. 



A woodcut from St Mary^s Church, Nash, Newport, made at the time of the disaster. 


Haslett and Bryant (2004) have estimated the 
surge as being about 13 foot in the west but could 
have risen up to 25 feet in the upper reaches of the 
Severn and speeds varying from 27 miles per hour 
in the west to a maximum of 38 mph in Gwent. 

Not much hope for anyone or thing in its path. 

As a contemporary account states that it could 
be ‘affirmed to have runne with a swiftness so 
incredible as that no gray-hounde could have 
escaped by running before them’. 

The land inundation has been estimated at 1.55 
miles in our area (low lying lands), 2.5 miles in 
Somerset and 3.7 miles in Gwent. 

On the Somerset levels the sea reached the foot 
of Glastonbury Tor - a staggering 14 miles inland. 

Depending on the direction of the prevailing 
wind on the day and, of course, the state of the tide 
- the south Wales coast could easily have home the 
initial brunt of the sea condition. 

Leland writing in 1540 spoke of Kynffig - “a 
village on the east side of Kynffig and a castle, 
both in ruins and almost choked and devoured with 
the sands that the Severn Sea casteth up”. Was the 
sea event the final straw for the town - or more 
correctly, borough? 

An early manuscript map of Cynffig dating from 
about 1600 shows the main street of the borough 
with houses on both sides of the road. 

How far the sea made headway here is not 
certain but further up the coast, Newton and 
Ogmore certainly caught the full force. 

The ‘ports’ of Bro Morgannwg were little more 
than sandy beaches or pebble shores where small 
vessels could lie at low water and be loaded and 
unloaded - moored to posts, or in the case of Cwm 
Colhuw, moored to the ‘Black Boys’ - a row of 
timbers driven into the beach. 

The writings of Sir John Stradling of St Donat’s 
related to the events under scrutiny - the 
devastating effects on our coast. The sea defences 
at the Port of the Vale - Aberddawan, which had 
been “constructed for the containment of the 
Severn, a herculean labour completed within five 
months”. 

In 1607, he wrote about the incredible flooding 
of the Severn, in which the sea wall, recently built 
was overcome “and wholly tom apart”. 

Sully (the ‘port’ was located at nearby 
Swanbridge) was also on low lying ground and 
suffered along with Barry - though the offshore 
tidal islands may have provided some protection. 

Around the coast, Penarth harbour (Cogan Pill 
or creek) was in the lee of the prevailing wind - 
and homesteads were on high ground - but not so 
Cardiff. 

Often vulnerable to flooding (and it still was 
until the constmction of the barrage) - the town 
was badly affected as was the whole Gwynllwg 
levels to Newport and beyond, which were 
inundated when the sea defences were breached. 

The church of St Mary’s in Cardiff had been 


built at the south end of the town - near the Afon 
Taf - being one of the first buildings mariners 
would pass on their way to the Quay and the last 
on their return to sea. 

John Speed (of mapping fame) made a plan of 
Cardiff in 1610. It shows the west comer of the 
churchyard eroded away by the river. Speed noted 
that the ‘Taff is a foe of St Marie’s Church, with 
undermining her foundations and threatening her 
fall’. 

Over time fall she did - as did the west side of 
St Mary’s Street - with bones of the interred 
protruding out of the river bank. 

How final the flood was in hastening the 
church’s demise is not entirely clear - but no doubt 
hastened its destmction. 

Meanwhile, further inland, the pamphlet Woeful 
News from Wales states how it was “24 miles in 
length and more than four miles in breadth” - so 
that even on higher ground at Llandaf, where 
Mistress Matthews lost 400 sheep, no-one was 
spared from the woeful impact of the deluge - 
Mistress Van, also of Llandaf, “a gentlewoman of 
good sort” saw the flood approaching but was 
overwhelmed “by the surging swell before she 
could reach an upper room in her house”. 

The Fro - largely on a plateau of about 100 feet 
above sea level - was spared the worst, though one 
wonders how much the wave brought down cliffs 
along the coast. 

So the question remains, what caused this 
disaster. 

Two theories emerge - a storm surge 
(combination of high tides and extreme weather 
conditions - possibly out in the Atlantic) or a 
tsunami caused by geological activity - again out 
at sea. 

Regarding the tsunami theory put forward by 
Haslett and Bryant - geological studies along the 
path of the inundation have shown sediments 
deposited far inland which would require the 
strength of considerable force greater than just a 
storm surge. 

Contemporary accounts speak of the sea 
retreating before the wave, tumbling waves etc., 
typical of this phenomenon. 

It seems, however, that the brunt of this event 
was localised around the Severn Sea. The 
possibility of a storm surge (such as that in 1953 
when areas of East Anglia and the low countries 
were inundated with much loss of life) confined to 
a ‘weather-based path’ is equally valid - especially 
with the accelerating force of the wave in both 
height and speed in the narrow confines of the 
water ‘up channel’, which in extreme conditions 
could be equally as destructive as a tsunami. 

So next time when you go walking the dog 
along our coastline check the weather forecast - 
these events only occur every 400 years or so. 

People should be safe in Cowbridge... 


Conservative leader welcomes bridge toll cut 


THE Leader of the Welsh Conservatives 
and South Wales Central AM Andrew 
RT Davies has welcomed news that the 
UK Government is set to cut tolls on the 
Severn Bridge. 

Tolls will drop to £3 for cars, vans and small 
buses when the crossings go into public ownership 
in 2018, and Mr Davies said this will be invaluable 
to people in Cardiff and the Vale. 

There are also plans for a two-way ‘free 
flowing’ system to be introduced, which could lead 
to motorists paying £1.50 each way. 


Mr Davies said: “Whether it is people coming to 
visit South Wales, or businesses looking to invest 
here, the current toll levels on the bridges do act as 
a barrier. 

“Cutting the tolls will encourage investment in 
the local economy, and people in Cardiff and the 
Vale will see the benefits. 

“This is very pleasing news, and a free flowing 
system, with the potential abolition of the toll 
plaza, would remove the bottleneck that causes 
huge delays at present.” 
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CRITERIA REQUIRED: 

• Compliance with Building Regulations and 
energy efficiency 

• Supplying and managing information (giving of 
notices and information relative to the work) 

• Speed of fault rectification 

• Site environment, safety and storage of materials 
(so as not to be detrimental to their use) 

• Client/customer satisfaction 

• Sustainable and technical innovation. 

• Access for people with special adaptations 

• Small Domestic, Housing and Commercial 
projects 



BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS who use the 
building regulation service of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council will be attending the 14th 
Building Excellence Awards dinner, organised 
through the Building Control Group of the 
Council at The Vale Resort Golf Club, Hensol on 
Friday, January 27. 

Nominations for the awards are made by the council's 
Building Control surveyors, who are responsible for the 
supervision of the projects as they progress on site, 
through to the completion of the work. 

Victoria Robinson, Operational Manager for Planning 
and Building Control, says: 

"The nominations go to show yet again that there are 
several excellent examples of high-quality construction 
projects that have been undertaken within the Vale of 
Glamorgan. Ensuring that buildings are constructed in 
accordance with current building regulations, requires a 
very high standard of workmanship. The builders 
nominated this year have proven that they can meet this 
requirement. I hope we continue to build upon the 
success of last year's awards, with all who take part 
having the ultimate aim of getting to The National 
Awards, in London in November this year." 

Head of Regeneration and Planning, Marcus 
Goldsworthy emphasises: "Development of any size 
impacts upon our surroundings and the day-to-day lives 
of all of us. Ultimately, it is the builder who has the major 
responsibility in satisfying, not only the customer needs, 
but also of meeting the terms of the legislation. 

"The Building Awards will provide all those involved 
with well-deserved recognition for consistently carrying 
out work of a high standard". 

Coun Lis Burnett Deputy Leader of the Council and 
Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Education adds: 
"These awards are so important to recognise those 
builders and developers who are excelling and 
producing top quality schemes, which can compete on a 
national level. 

"The awards also help those looking to appoint new 
contractors to focus on those builders and contractors 
who are considered to be the very best in their field." 

COUNCILS THANKS 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council would also like to thank 
all the sponsors of this event, without whom it would not be 
possible to recognise the builders and developers whose 
quality of work is making a positive difference to the 
environment of the Vale of Glamorgan. 

Sponsors are:- 

Nina Estate Agents from Barry, ACD Skip & 
Recycling from Bridgend, The Vale Resort, 

Hensol, Ivorfire, Jewsons, and The Glamorgan 
GEM. 

Winners of the Vale of Glamorgan event will go forward 
to the LABC South Wales 'Building Awards' dinner that will 
be held at the Vale of Glamorgan Golf& Spa Resort, Hensol, 
on Friday April 21,201 7. 
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EXTENSIONS/ALTERATIONS 


Address: 

CHURCH HOUSE, 
ST.MARY CHURCH 

Agent & Contractor: 

Rob Ashman 


area with views looking across 
the rear garden area. This 
project was technically 
challenging for the contractor, 
due to the complex foundation 
underpinning work on the 
existing structure to house the 
swimming pool, without causing 
stress to the existing structures 
which surround the proposed 
pool area. 

The construction team showed 
an excellent depth of technical 
knowledge. This resulted in the 
extension and the existing 
dwelling coming together 
seamlessly with an excellent 
standard of finish throughout. 

Regular contact and site 
meetings between the contractor, 
architect and Building Control 
meant a strong working 
relationship was developed. 


An existing single-storey detached garage 
has been altered and extended to a single 
-storey extension, which houses a 
swimming pool area and an open lounge 


R . S. .\ .s h ni a n 
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We are delighted to be 
nominated for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Building Awards 

18 Smeaton Close, Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 3FU 
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Address: 

THE NEST, 
ST.HILARY 

Agent: 

Susan Rosser, 

Cardiff 

Contractor: 

Akerman 

Builders 

This project involved the mass 
excavation of the rear 
embankment to accommodate 
the rear extension. 

The difficulty was to prevent 
damp from penetrating 
through the walls below 
ground level so a robust 
tanking method was utilised. 
The walls were finished in 
dressed blue lias stone which 


was in keeping with the 
surrounding area. This material 
was complemented with oak 
window and door frames. 
Inside the finishes were to a 
high standard with quality 
hardwood used and glass to 
give a modern twist. The 
thermal envelope was 
insulated beyond the required 
u-values. The rear first floor 
room has a vaulted ceiling and 
egresses onto the slate garden 
patio at the upper ground 
level. 

From the room below, bi¬ 
folding doors lead out to a 
lower patio level. 

The builder worked well with the 
building control department, 
keeping the inspectors informed 
at all stages which lead to few 
problems during the course of 
the project, ultimately leading to 
a very high quality build. 



Address: 

SOUTHRA 

FARMHOUSE, 

DINAS POWYS 
Agent/Architect: 

Barry Mayled 
Architect & Garden 
Design, Penarth 
Contractor: 

Westgate Building 
Services 

This scheme involved a full refurbishment 
and remodel of the existing farmhouse 
with a modern single-storey extension to 
the side. 

The extension provides a large open plan 
kitchen, dining and living area, which is 
largely glazed to the south elevation. The 
large amount of glazing provides 


outstanding views across the local 
countryside. 

The flat roof provides a balcony area off 
the existing first floor bedroom, with the 
remainder being a green roof, which 
minimises the environmental impact of 
the building. 

The contractor showed an excellent level of 
competency throughout the construction 
phase and the project was completed to a 
very high standard throughout. 


Barry Mayled 

Architect and Garden Designer 

is pleased to be nominated 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Control Awards 2017 
in the ‘Extension/Alterations’ 
category at Southra 
Farmhouse, Dinas Powys. 

Augusta Studio, 

16A Augusta Rd, Penarth, 

Vaie of Giamorgan CF64 5RH. 

Tel: 029 2070 5864 
Email: barry.mayledhomesandgarden@outlook.com 
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EXTENSIONS/ALTERATIONS 


Address: 

TY GWYN, DINAS 
POWYS 

Agent: 

Meridian Building 
Design, Dinas Powys 
Contractor: 

ACV Construction 

First floor extension, to include new roof, 
single-storey rear extension and loft 
conversion. The scheme consists of two- 
storey and single-storey extensions to 
the rear and side of the existing house. 
The first floor consists of three additional 
bedrooms with en-suites. 

At ground floor level, the proposal was 


for a substantial lounge, kitchen/family 
room & utility room extension. The local 
builder has been in contact throughout, 
keeping Building Control informed at 
each stage in consultation with the 
owner. This has resulted in a very high 
standard build, with superb finishes. 


We are pleased to be nominated for 
The Vale of Glamorgan Building Awards 

The Rise, 41a Highwalls Avenue, 
Dinas Powys, CF64 4AQ. 

Tel: 029 2051 5952 • Mobile 07930 463829 • 

E-Mail: greg@meridianbd.com 





Address: TY 

TANDDERWEN, 
BONVILSTON 
Agent: Kotzmuth- 
Williams Architects 
Contractor: 

Wayne Moore 
Construction Ltd. 

A two-storey and single-storey 
extension with part refurbishment 
of an existing extension. 

The construction team showed an 
excellent depth of technical 
knowledge; this resulted in the 
extension and the existing coming 
together seamlessly, with an 
excellent standard of finish 
throughout. 

Regular contact and site meetings 
between the contractor, architect 
and Building Control meant a strong 
working relationship has developed. 




SAINT BRIDES 
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We are delighted to be nominated 
for the Vale of Glamorgan Building 
Control Awards 2017. 
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faces into a newly formed 
courtyard. The extension has 
both flat and pitched roofs, to 
present both traditional and 
modernist aspects to the 
property. 

The construction has been 
inspected throughout, with good 
liaison between the builder and 
Building 

Control, which has resulted in a 
high- quality extension for the 
modern age. 


Building & 

Scaffolding 

Limited 

The proposal is a 
single-storey 
extension, 
consisting of a 
family room, gym, 
lounge and utility 
rooms. 

The extension, 
which is 

constructed to the 
side and rear of the 
existing Victorian 
property, has also 
been formed to 
maintain the 
existing rear bay 
window which now 


Address: 

22, VICTORIA 

SQUARE, 

PENARTH 

Agent: 

1010 Architects, 

Penarth 

Contractor: 

St. Brides 



The Vale of Glamorgan Council 

BUILDING CONTROL 
AWARDS 2017 

We are delighted to be 
nominated 

1010 Architects. 
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NEW INDIVIDUAL HOME 


Address: 

9 GRANGE CLOSE, 

WENVOE 

Contractor: 

Mr Tom Gent c/o 
CASS Scaffolding 
Agent: 

1010 Architects, Penarth 

This development involved demolition of 
the existing property and construction of 
a new four-bedroom dwelling. 

The ground floor consists of an impressive 
entrance hallway, large open plan kitchen 
and dining area, a guest bedroom with 
en-suite, along with a cinema room. The 
first floor includes a master bedroom with 
en-suite and two double bedrooms. The 
walls externally have been clad with 
timber and the roof covered with shingle. 
The large volume of timber cladding to 
the walls posed a problem with fire 


resistance, due to the close proximity to 
the neighbouring properties. 

Working closely with the Building Control 
department, the architect and contractor 
overcome the issue efficiently. The 
standard of the finishes internally and 
externally is xceptional with very close 
attention to detail. 

This attention to detail, along with the 
impressive energy efficiency rating, makes 
for a fantastic build. 


The Vale of Glamorgan Council 



BUILDING CONTROL 


AWARDS 2017 


We are delighted to be 
nominated 

■III II 1010 Architects. 

inf(K'iniOaiihUects.<om 
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Address: 

DRYSLWYN, WICK 

Agent: 

Barry Mayled 
Architect & Garden 
Design, Penarth 

Contractor: 

MRJ Properties Limited 

This application, submitted in a full plans 
format, provides a new dwelling in place 
of a sub-standard bungalow previously 
occupying the site. 

The existing building was demolished to 


Barry Mayled 

Architect and Garden Designer 

is pleased to be nominated 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Controi Awards 
2017 in the ‘New Dweiiing’ 
category at Drysiwyn, 

Trepit Rd, Wick. 

Augusta Studio, 

16A Augusta Rd, Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF64 5RH. 

Tel: 029 2070 5864 
Email: barry.mayledhomesandgarden@outlook.com 




make way for this new two-storey 
dwelling, with habitable accommodation 
within the roof space. 

The main living accommodation to 
ground and first floors benefits from 
uninterrupted views over open 
countryside, to the rear elevation via 
large span bi-fold door arrangements. The 


property is heated by means of a ground 
source heat pump, with the pipework set 
within the large rear garden and field. 
Attention to detail sets this dwelling above 
similar one -off builds to produce a 
property with 
extremely high 
standards of finish. 
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We are pleased to be nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan Building Controi Awards 2017 

FOR A FREE OOLK;A7|OfJ QUOTE 
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Address: 

VALE VIEW,ST. NICHOLAS 

Agent: 

Davies Evans 
Partnership, Bridgend 

Contractor: 

Briarley Construction, 
Cowbridge 

This four-bedroom bungalow was 
constructed on a difficult to access and 
restricted building plot. 

The developers'experience of 
constructing bespoke dwellings was 
evident throughout the construction 


phase, and this resulted in the property 
being finished to a very high standard. 
The large open plan kitchen and living 
area, with bi-folding doors, gives 
unobstructed views across the local 
countryside. 

The developer was able to effectively 
organise the various local tradesmen to 
ensure a smoothly-run development. 
Excellent communication with Building 
Control throughout the project led to any 
issues being resolved efficiently. 



THE 2017 VALE OF GLAMORGAN BUILDING 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS ARE SPONSORED BY 
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Address: 

THE LINKS, ABERTHIN 

Agent/Architect: 

Don Mitchell Associates 
Contractor: 

Steven & 

David 
Lewis 

This application, 
originally submitted 
as an application to 
extend the existing 
dwelling, was soon 
replaced, by a 
further application 
fora new dwelling, 
when the extent of 
demolition was 
realised. 

From its elevated 
position, the main 
living 

accommodation 


enjoys spectacular views over the 
surrounding countryside. 

Contact with Building Control throughout the 
building operations was regular, and resulted 
in the trouble-free completion of a substantial 
property with extremely high standards of 
finish. 


don mitchell architect 

€kMf#JDf«ntcl«ic»chtw€l coiiA 
•1444 774t44 


We are pleased to be nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards 2017 


BEST CONVERSION 


BEST PUBLIC SERVICE BUILDING 


THE 2017 VALE OF GLAMORGAN BUILDING 
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Address: TRUMPTON 
HOUSE, BARRY 
Agent/Architect: 

EPT Partnership, Cardiff 
Contractor: 

Mr David Frost 

This Grade II listed former fire station, 
built in 1901, was unoccupied for many 
years - which resulted in the building 
falling into a very poor state of repair. 
Fortunately, the developer was eager to 
restore the building and preserve the life 
of this iconic building, along with the 
associated history. The development 
started with a large-scale repair operation, 
to remedy many defects prior to 
commencing with the conversion work. 
The conversion includes eight luxury 
apartments, the re-build of the rear annex 
and the construction of a tranquil 
communal garden, all of which have been 
finished to an exceptional standard. The 


developer was keen to retain the 
industrial feel of the building which is 
identifiable throughout. 

The exposed steelwork, retention of the 
staircase and access to the practice tower 
through one of the apartments gives you 
a constant reminder of the building's 
history whilst adding a depth of character. 
The close working relationship between the 
developer and the Building Control 
department meant any issues were resolved 
with ease. 


We are 
pleased to be 
nominated for 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Building 
Awards 
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Address: 

LLANDOUGH HOSPITAL 
Agent/Architect: 

Powell Dobson 

Architects 

Contractor: 

Laing O'Rourke 

This proposed new development consists 
of a Mental Health Unit, on three storeys 
(lower ground, ground and first). The 
building is situated on a sloping site, 
allowing escape to the outside area at 
both lower ground and ground level. 
Numerous site meetings were held 
between the contractor's architects, 
various NHS trust staff and building 
control to plan and discuss how the 
project would develop through the 
construction process. As a consequence of 
this team-developed approach, and the 
professionalism of the contractor, the unit 
was constructed to a high class finish. 
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BEST SOCIAL HOUSING 


Address: 

CWRT COL-HUW, 
LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Agent: 

Gillard Associates, 

Cardiff 

Contractor: 

Jehu Construction 
Limited 

This application, for 18 affordable 
apartments, was submitted in a full plans 
format. 

The main issue for the contractors to deal 
with was the severe restrictions of the site 
layout, with little space for storage of 
incoming materials. 

Hence a programme of material deliveries 
was developed to ensure a smooth flow 
of traffic onto the site. 


Despite the severe lack of space, the 
contractor used his vast experience to 
produce quality construction within the 
contract period for this much-needed 
type of accommodation. 

This development is well worthy of its 


inclusion in our awards presentation. 



We are pleased to be nominated for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Building Control Awards 2017 

Number One, Wateiton Park, Bridgend CF313PH 
www.jehu.co.uk 
@jehuprojects 
mail@jehu.co.uk 


idnewydd 

■J! .V vdd ts proud to be working with 
the Vale of Glamorgan Counal and 
the Welsh Government to provide 
affordable hom«. 

'Jr.. > J-.; Is delated that Cwrt 
Col-Huw in Liantwit Major has 
been nominated in the Building 
Control Awards. Thank you to 
our development partners and 
contractor's Jehu. 

•Jr..yri.-i offcTS 3.000 homes for rent 
and sale to families and individuals 
In housing need across local 
authorities in Mid and South Wales. 




Address: THE TRAMSHED 

This award recognises the best development team 
approach, long-standing relationship, or co-operative 
approach to problem solving. 

There needs to be evidence that the partnership has developed 
beyond the'normal'working relationship and continues to use 
LABC over an extended period of time. Entries should include 
information about the relationship with Local Authority Building 
Control. 

Specific Criteria: 

- Length of partnership 
-Variety of projects 

- Innovative solutions developed by working in partnership 

- Strengths of partnership 

- Consistency of work 
-Value of partnership 

- New work gained from the partnership. 

D.S. Properties have proven that the above criteria has been met 
and fully achieved to a high standard. Building Control teams from 
The Vale of Glamorgan and Cardiff City Council, have worked 
closely with the contractor and teams of experts to achieve the 
outstanding development. 
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BEST 

SUPERVISOR 




This award recognises a specific individual, 
rather than an overall company. 
Nominations should be for a site manager 
who has stood out - by going above and 
beyond the call of duty - to ensure an 
outstanding working relationship with the 
local authority. 


LOCAL BUILDER/ 
TRADESMAN 


This award 
recognises good 
quality general 
builders or 
specialists in local 
craft skills. 

Specific criteria: 

• Vernacular 
building reflecting 
local traditions and 
construction 


materials. 

• Consistency of 
high quality craft 
skills. 

• A history of 
repeating good 
quality work. 

• Local, small scale 
projects in the 
domestic or new 
build market. 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN BUILDING EXCELLENCE AWARDS 2017 

SPONSORS ETC._ 
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THE GLAMORGAN GEM 

THE Glamorgan GEM is proud to once again 
co-sponsor the annual Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards. 

As the Vale's most widely read and distributed 
weekly newspaper, we are committed to 
supporting the community as a whole, and local 
businesses in particular. 

As such, it gives us genuine pleasure to publicly 
acknowledge their professional achievements - 
and what better way to do this than through 
these prestigious Vale of Glamorgan Council 
awards? 

The nominees listed in this special supplement 
had to fight off formidable competition to get 
this far and they can be justifiably proud of 
themselves 

The GEM, too, is pleased to ploy its port in 
honouring this Vole success story 

IVORFIRE SAFETY 
SERVICES 

SINCE the introduction of the Regulatory 
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 the rules 
have changed for fire safety in existing and 
new buildings. 

While some people manage, others often 
need advice and assistance. So, whether it's a 
light touch or a little more; Ivorfire Safety 
Services can help you at reasonable rates. 

For the last five years, fire safety has been 
dealt with by assessing fire risks and fire 
protection in a property. Ivorfire Safety 
Services can provide a competent safety service, 
at reasonable rates and advise on any fire safety 
matter. 

So next time you have fire safety issues, get in 
touch; you may find it easier for us to take the 
strain, leaving you free to concentrate on other 
things. 

For a free, no obligation, chat; please contact 

office&ivorfire.co.uk or telephone 02920330885 

and kindly leave a message if we ore busy. 


WITH over 600 branches across the country, 
Jewson is the UK's leading supplier of 
sustainable timber and building materials. 

The first Jewson branch opened in 1836. For 
over 176 years, we have been supplying building 
materials and supporting the trade. 

Jewson offers the widest range of quality 
materials and products from everyday core 
essentials to the latest sustainable innovations - 
Jewson's friendly and knowledgeable staff 
continue to provide the highest levels of 
customer service. 

In addition to timber and building materials, 
Jewson also has specialist landscaping, joinery, 
insulation, tool hire, brick, kitchen and bathroom 
centres up and down the country 

NINA ESTATE AGENTS 

NINA Chivers has been operating as an estate 
agent since the 1990s, and over the years has 
earned a reputation as one of the most 
innovative and well known independent 
estate agents in The Vale. 

Nina Estate Agents Ltd has a sales and lettings 
office that operates in the most fashionable, 
desirable and sought-after areas. 

We offer a range of services that extend well 
beyond simple sales and lettings, such as 
property management, refurbishment advice 
and regular up-to-date feedback on the progress 
of your property listings. 

We also believe in supplying our clients with 
current information to ensure that they are able 
to make the best decisions possible. 

We appear regularly in local newspapers such 
as The Glamorgan GEM, all portals, and our 
Facebook page. 

All of our sales and letting agents undergo 
regular in-house training, to ensure that they 
remain on top of movement in the property 
market. 

In addition, Nino Estate Agents Ltd conforms to 
all of the regulations and guidelines as outlined by 


the industry's regulatory bodies (NAEA); so you con 
rest assured that we are an estate and letting agent 
that you can trust. 

ACD SKIPS 

ACD Skips is a family-run company that was 
set up in Bridgend as a one-lorry operation in 
1993. 

The company has grown in size quite 
considerably and has overcome many hurdles, 
due to the vast changes in Environmental 
legislation and waste policies. 

It currently runs a fleet of waste collection 
vehicles with its own maintenance facility, and 
operates a materials recycling centre at premises 
on Brynmenyn Industrial Estate, Bridgend, which 
is a central base with easy M4 access. 

The company is progressive, is open to any 
new waste reduction initiatives, and actively 
pursues new waste recycling ideas. 

It continues to source waste streams to recycling 
end-users. Understanding the requirements of its 
customers, together with good service, remains a 
top priority. 

THE VALE RESORT 

THE Vale Resort will be strengthening its 
conference facilities even further in 2017. 

The Vale Resort offers conference suites 
designed with today's business clientele in mind, 
and can cater comfortably for 10-700 delegates 
with a choice of 11 multi-functional business 
suites. 

The resort leisure facilities include 143 
luxuriously-appointed bedrooms, two 
championship golf courses, Wales'largest spa, 
award-winning dining, and exceptional sporting 
facilities. 

Add to this, ample FREE parking, WIFI, easy 
access off the M4 - and it's easy to see why the Vale 
Resort is the ideal location for business and for 
pleasure. 
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A.C.O. SKIPS LTD 


01656 722222 
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Councillor Stuart Egan, Mayor of 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council, wishes 
every success to the nominees for the 
Vale Council's Building Awards. 


Mae'r Cynghorydd Stuart Egan, Faer 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, yn dymuno 
pob llwyddiant i'r rhai a enwebwyd am 
Wobrau Adeiladu Cyngor y Fro. 


nina 


I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

01446 736888 

Option I - Sales Option 2 - Rentals 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 
email enquines@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


SAFETY 

SERVICES 

Let’s prepare you 
so that you never 
have one! 


www.ivorfire.com 


Are you interested 
in professional, competent 
health and fire safety advice 

For all your fire safety services Including: 

lAdvice on building reguiations and deaiing 
with fire safety taw for ait buitdings. 

Fire safety design and buitding 
\ reguiations. 

Fire strategy advice. 

Fire risk assessments. 

' Fire safety training. 

Fire investigation and post fire audits. 

Heatth and safety advice. 
shaun@ivorfire.co.uk 

Tel: 02920 330885 
Mob: 07747693453 
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A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES AND BUSINESSES 
TO HELP YOU WITH HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


PJ Lee 
Architect 

www.pjl-a.com 


FREE NO-OBLIGATION 
INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Beapckd Reald^nhal Daeign 


Newbuild Eitension Allerationft 


Er.ai! infoQpil a.com 
T«| 01656 560004 
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Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

' Free initial 
consultation 
' New business 
start-ups 

' Self assessment tax 
returnsAax advice 
‘ Business accounts 
for sole traders/ 
partnerships and 
companies 
' Company 
formations/audits 
‘ VAT and payroll 
services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 
Cowhridge, Vale ^ Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 



7 Day Access • Personal • Business • Pick up 


Over 60 CCTV cameras cover the whole site operated 
both internally and externally & monitored alarms 
offer added security for everyone. 

New units ranging^ from 30 to 200sg ft 
and storage containers of various sizes 

Only pay for the days you need 

• No exit fees • No hidden costs 

T 

I 




'Been there for 6 months, no problems whatsoever. 
Clean, dust free and staff very helpful.' 

Mr E (Satisfied Customer) 


' I found the com^ 
and no 


? company and facilities excellent. Well priced, clean 
problems with loading & unloading - very easy.' 


Jason (Satisfied Customer) 


First Month 1/2 Price 

Manned 7 days a week 

OM4e eT7Ma/07S13 134123 

Atlantic House, Unit 8, Atlantic Trading Estate, Vale of Glamorgan, Barry CF63 3RF 


WWW. aflanthselfstorage, co.uk 
E: inf o@atlanti€selfstorage. CO. uk 


I 

GRIFFITHS CARPENTRYSSI: 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 401350/07803 696451 

WWW. rgriffithscarpentry. com 


D.B. FRANCIS Ltd 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 

• Gas & Oil Central Heating 

• Woodburning Stoves 
> Individually desgined to customers’ specification 

• Free estimates 


B A 

HKid 7 Year C 


Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


^53 


STAMTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

Your local No1 builder 
All building work covered 
Roofing & Repairs • Extensions 

Rendering • Disabled Bathrooms 

Driveways • UPVC Windows & Doors 

Guttering • Stairlifts 

Chimneys • All Electric Work 

Free Estimates 

01446 489368 


Unit 3e, Palmersvale Business 
Centre, Barry CF63 2XA 

Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 

• RESIDENTIAL 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety 
Executive: Licence Number: 061405056 

1F IN DOUBT, CALL 
THE EXPERTS OUT!’ 

SERVICES WE OFFER: 

Asbestos Removal & Disposal • Asbestos 
Management, Refurbishment & Demolition 
Surveys • Demolition & Soft Stripping • 
Asbestos Sampling • Artex Ceiling 
Removal • Asbestos Shed & Garage 
Roofs removed & reinstated • Asbestos 
Soffits and Facia Boards • Asbestos Floor 
Tiles • Reinstatement Projects. 

Lowest prices guaranteed 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION FOR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE SERVICES. 


E-Mail: asguardltd@btcomiect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 


Go to The GEM forthe latest 
stories and breaking news... 


Established 10 Years 

J.R. DESFORGES & 
RICHARD BRADFORD 

CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION 

► New Builds ► Barn Conversions 

► Extensions ► Refurbishments 


Partners John R Desforges and Richard Bradford 
are delighted to be 2013 LABC Winners for the 
converted bungalow category with their Garden 
Cottage, Nottage project. 

For quality carpentry and construction work 
at realistic prices, contact... 

Richard on 07813 952 963 John on 07971 313272 
Email: rb02@live.co.uk 


www.barscaffolding.co.uk J 

B.A.R SCAFFOLDING LTD .4 




Domestic S System Commercial 
Independent Scaffolding 
029 21401934 


Unit 19, Ty Verlon Ind Est., Cardiff Road, Barry, CF63 2BE. 



WlfTERFUElS 

At Low, Low Prices 

CAWRGAS 

15kg - £28.50 
4Ikg - £57.50 
Pane Gas - £27.99 

COAl: 20kg - £7.50 
Collecdon a Delivery 
Service Available 
large Selection of 
Aggregates: Sand. Cement 
and Decorative Stone. 

Open 8am-4.30pm Mon-Fri, 
Sat 8am-12.30pm 


The Old Goal Yard, Wimboume Road, 
Barry Docks-Gontact Mke on 

01446 730527 


RECYCLING 

in Barry and the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 
just got better... 


INSmLL 


Waste Management Ltd 


Skip & Waste 
Transfer Station 

Licensed/Permitted Facility 

Permit No. EPR/AB32g6HT 

• Commercial & Domestic Waste 
•Wood, Cardboard & Plastic 

• Mixed Loads • Soil • Hardcore 
•All accepted. Contractors 

& Builders • Transit Vans, Transit 
Tippers - All welcome. 

F^IIIF now^ 

yiH^OPEN^ 

For all enquiries please calT^^^ 

01446421072 0 

or Email: installskips@hotmail.com 
Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 
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A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES AND BUSINESSES 



External Render & 
Cladding Systems 


TRADE COUNTER 
NOW OPEN 

We are stocking: 

UPVCCappit Boards 
UPVC Soffits 
UPVC Cladding 

UPVC Rainwater Goods (Gutters and downpipes) 
UPVC Trims 

UPVC Fixings, Nails & Accessories 
Silicones & Silicone Guns 
Decorators Caulk 
Sealants, Adhesives 
Foams & Foam Guns 
Contact Adhesive & Glues 
Trowels For Tiling, Plastering & Decorators 
Self Leveling Compounds For Foors 
Hammers Screw Fixings 
Window & Floor Protection 
Internal & External Paints 
Thin Render Systems 
External Wall Insulation systems 



Opening Hours 
Monday-Friday 7.30ani-5pni 
Saturday 7.30ani-12.30pni 


Viaduct Road, No 2 Dock, Barry. CF63 4JB. 

Tel: 01446 700936. Email:sales@ewiwales.co.uk 

CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 


twenty 

flooring.com^lP^ 

The flooring company that comes to you! 



Freephone 0800 610 2012 • Mobile 07403 310 516 

WWW. twenty 1 2flooring. com info@twenty 1 2flooring. com 


BARRY & VALE 

DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

S 9 Vlfl| 5 K 



01446 420784 07970 642537 

www.barryandvaledampproofing^o.uk 


Call 01446 
77448410 
advertise with 
The GEM, and 
reach 45,000 
homes 

fromPenarthtoi 
Porthcawl 




icoratione 


with Ge(^Brown 

Your Curtain & Blind specialist 



View a wide range 
(^fabrics in the 
contort (^your 
home or ojfice. 



VafJnKsJie Full Measuring Venetian, 
Backs, Curtain &J\lake up Service. 

Estimates. Roman Blinds. 

Contact Geoff Brown 0^46 739114 or Oil IS 536838 


www.modem-decorations.co.uk* Find us on Yell.com 


V I’ulurc IdcNil Homes litl 
Iiist.illiiKf 7 lusl .11 kI Pence ol nund 


Our new rmngt AKinun«ini Bi-foAiluv doors kitfng the outside in with elegance, quality 
and that addad stylt to OMnplomant your homa. 

W9 cffft a uotr arArchoft product* rongmgfrom: 


a AJuimnium Bs-foAdaic doon, nwndows and patios 
♦ fVC-u Bi-4oldRig doon^ windows awd patfo* 
a Stratus lantern roofs , Orangeries, Ixtensiom and anuch more I 
All supplied and Installed by our qualified and regntared Installatiofi teams 
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A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES AND BUSINESSES 


Tel: 07891 259219 

www.aceplasteringandbuildingservices.co.uk 


gas Professional, reliable 01446 7%S82 
I 07854 168459 


Caroe & Partners Architects 
98 Cardiff Road, Llandaff 
Cardiff, CF5 2DT 
Tel 02920 577585 Email cardiff@caroe.co.uk 


Premier Fire.& Fireplace Showroom 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL 
DOOR MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

www.actiondoors.com 


10% OFF with production or 
mention of this GEM advert 

01656 659274 
01446 439214 


Caroe® 

Partners 

AicliiLccls 


"Creating the perfect design 
is a special moment’ 


Conserving, 
Creating, Inspiring 
since 1884. 

Caroe & Partners has an 
established reputation for 
creating beautiful, sustainable 
buildings to suit clients’ 
specification and budget. 


• Architecture 
• Building Conservation 

• Sustainable Design 

• Consultancy and Advice 

• Project Management 

We offer a wide range of 
services, from managing your 
entire project to simply drawing 
up architectural plans. 


D an 

THOMAS, 
Sigma 3 

kitchen designer at 
the Cardiff 
Culverhouse Cross 
showroom, who’s 
worked for the 
business for over 
eight years, gives us 
an insight into how 
they turn your 
kitchen dreams into 
a reality. 

I’ve been brought up 
with Kitchens and Sigma 
3. My father’s been with 
the business for over 30 
years, so when the 
opportunity to work for 
Sigma 3 came up I was 
thnlled. 

Being a family run 
business means we can 
provide that small family 
business touch with the 
power and support of a 
large business, which 
makes our customers feel 
instantly at ease. 

Our customers can 
walk into our showrooms 
and feel at home 
immediately, you can 
come in for a coffee and 
a chat and we’ll guide 
you through your kitchen 
journey. We often have 
customers pop back in 
months after their 
kitchens have been 
completed just to say 
hello and catch up! 

I have designed 
thousands of kitchens to 
suit my customers’ 
budgets and 
requirements, I find it 
extremely important to 
work with my customers 
to achieve the ultimate 
design. Whether they 
want to spend £5,000 or 
£50,000, we have 
something for everyone. 

Being part of creating 
someone’s dream home is 
the most rewarding part 
of my job. There is one 
couple that have always 
stuck in memory, they’d 
been to quite a few 
kitchen companies but 
couldn’t find the design 
for them, but when I 
presented my design 
there were tears of joy as 
they could finally 


visualise their dream. 

It’s such a special 
moment when you know 
you’ve created the perfect 
design for your customer. 

My advice to anyone 
looking for a new latchen 
is be brave! Don’t settle 
for the standard designs 
which are often churned 


)> 


Keltic fi res 


A WAI'‘.‘ VI.' ■ 


out in the kitchen 
industry. I don’t believe 
you need to go for a 
radical colour to create 
something unique, it’s all 
about designing 
something that is tailored 
to your needs. 

I know the kitchen 
process can seem 


daunting, but I’m here to 
help and make sure 
purchasing your dream 
kitchen is an enjoyable 
experience. 

To start your kitchen 
journey, pop in to the 
Cardiff showroom or give 
Dan a call on; 02920 593 
969. 


PROFESSIONAL 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


ONE CALL, WE DO IT ALL 

TEL: 01446 739936/ 
07850641250 


Email: info@masmor.co.uk 


• CARPENTRY /Doors, Windows. 

• ROOFING/ Guttering, Fascia ,Flashmg, Slates & Tiles 

• TILING/Wall. Floors 

• PLUMBING/ Bathrooms & Kitchens (Inc Installation) 

• ELECTRICAL • PLASTERING/DRYLINING 

• PAINTING/DECORATING, Internal & External 

• DECKS/FENCES • CONCRETE/PATIO 

• RUBBISH/WASTE REMOVALS 


Free Estimate, Satisfaction Guaranteed, Highest Quality Craftsmanship 


Open: Monday-Thursday 9.50am - 5.50pm. Friday 9.50am -4pm. Saturday 9.50am - 12.50pm. 
Sunday Appointment only. 

Call 01656 655984 

Unit 2, New Street, Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF51 5UD 

n Keltic Fires LTD www.kelticfires.co.uk ® □ @KelticFires 


■SUPPLIERS of: • Gas,Electric & Solid Fuel Fir^ 

' Solid Timber Beams & Mantels • High Quality Marble & Stone Surround 




1^1 



■ 


Plastering & 
Building Services 

PROFESSIONAL 
PLASTERING CONTRACTORS 

'Bring your home 
up-to-date with a 
smooth & modern finish.* 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
FuU Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUatbn 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 
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Cardiff (East) Showroom | 02920 485888 | The Design Quarter, 4 Colchester Avenue, Cardiff, CF23 9AN 
Cardiff (West) Showroom | 02920 593969 | 485 Cowbridge Road West, Cardiff, CF5 5TG 


Buy now and pay £99 
settlement fee if the balance is 
paid within 12 months. 








AMAZING KITCHEN OFFERS 


+ SAVE UP TO HALF PRICE ON APPLIANCES* 
+ SAVE UP TO £762* ON WORKTOPS 


Visit sigma3.co.uk to find out more or to order a copy of our sale brochure. 


BUY NOW, 


PAY 2018* 


HTRUSTPILOT Excellent- 


9.6/10 


'Terms & Conditions apply. Please ask in store for details. 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Sigma 3 Kitchens Ltd, Llantrisant Business Park, Llantrisant, South Wales, CF72 8LF act as a credit broker and only offers products from Barclays 
Partner Finance. Barclays Partner Finance is a trading name of Clydesdale Financial Services Limited a wholly owned subsidiary of Barclays Bank PLC. Clydesdale Financial Services Limited is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Financial Services Register Number: 311753). Registered in England. Registered No. 2901725. Registered Office: 1 Churchill Place, London, E14 5HP 


* 24 . 9 % 

Representative APR 












12-The GEM 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL BUILDING EXCELLENCE AWARDS 2017 


NEW PARK HOME 
DEVELOPMENT 





6Show homes to view o Low Pitch Fees 
Over 50s oniyO Free Carpets, Curtains and Furniture 
Ho Very high Specification New Development 
^BO Bungalow style properties 
Prestige Location close to city and amenities 
Open Monday • Saturday - Sam • by appointment only 



N«ison Woodlands Park Show Homes available 

BridoatKl Harortslona Park to view at all parks 

Cti«|>stow Sdvem Bridge Park 



Wayne 07967 591 857 Agnes 07800 727 250 Office 02920 597 322 
Email: w^maguirec^sky.com Website: wwwmaguiresparkhomes.co.uk 


Park Homes 
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Undertaking a new profession in old Barry 

Part 2: Funeral directors: 1889-1919 


LOCAL historian 
Laurie Owen is 
fascinated by the 
history of Barry - in 
particular the 

remarkable growth 
in population when 
the docks were built. 

In this installment, 
he looks at how one 
business grew, in 
response to the 
increasing numbers 
of residents. 

The Docks opened in 
1889 and the arrival 
of thousands of 
navvies and later 
whole families had 
seen a sharp increase 
in the number of 
deaths and burials 
within the town. This 
presented 
opportunities to some 
of the new arrivals 
and over this period, 
competition would be 
intense as they vied 
for their share of this 
growing demand. 
DAVID Spickett 
(1824-1895) was 
born into a family 
with ancestral rights 
to a portion of 
Cadoxton Common 
and by 1861 was 
living with his wife 
Margaret (nee 
Jenkins), son 

William and baby 
Margaret, and 
already a carpenter 
employing one man 
and a boy. 


DEVELOPING 
Emotional 
Awareness and 
Listening - known 
as DEAL - is a 
teaching resource 
from the 
Samaritans for 
schoolchildren aged 
14 and over. 

Aimed at pupils in the 
UK and the Republic of 
Ireland, Samaritans 
Cymru launched its 
bilingual version of the 
scheme to coincide with 
a recent World Suicide 
Prevention Day. 

According to The 
Good Childhood Report 
(2012), many young 
people in Wales have 
negative attitudes 
towards mental health 
difficulties among peers 
and avoid seeking help 
with their emotional 
problems. 

The report also states 
that while most children 
are happy with their 
lives as a whole, around 
one in 11 (9%) is not. 

This amounts to half a 
million children in the 
UK aged eight to 15 
who have low wellbeing 
at any given time. The 
delivery and teaching of 
emotional health and 
awareness in educational 
settings can help with 
communication skills, 
social skills, co¬ 
operation, resilience, a 
sense of optimism. 


Having been sexton at 
Merthyr Dovan church 
for many years, a role 
which included grave 
digging and burials in 
coffins made by father 
and son, they were 
already undertakers. 

From 1881 at least, he 
had the contract to carry 
out ‘pauper burials’ but 
in 1895 his tender of 30 
shillings was now too 
dear and it was granted to 
James Jones for 18 
shillings. This was the 
harsh new world of 
competition. 

An interesting story in 
the press was when the 
Burial Board accused 
him of taking a pauper to 
the cemetery in a 
‘greengrocer’s cart’. 

David found this 
deeply insulting, as it 
was a perfectly 
acceptable ‘spring cart’ 
and said that if they 
wanted a hearse, then 
they should pay him the 
10 shillings extra as they 
did in Cardiff. 

Sadly in 1895, David 
died after a short illness 
in Wesley House, his 
home for many years, 
and he was buried in the 
churchyard with his elder 
brother William. 

William Spickett 
(1855-1932) had married 
Annie Maria Hiley in 
1887 and carried on the 
business, moving from 
Barry Road to 181, Court 
Road by 1901 with four 
daughters: Abigail, Elsie, 
Doris and Sybil, 
followed six years later 
by son Frederick William 
Kenneth Hiley. 


empathy, self-esteem 
and problem solving 
skills 

The DEAL resources 
contain session plans 
and activities that are 
divided into the themes 
of: emotional health; 
coping strategies; 
dealing with feelings; 
and connecting with 
others (communication 
skills). 

Lesson plans, 
activities, hand-outs, 
audio-visual resources, 
teachers’ notes and staff 
training materials can all 
be accessed and 
downloaded from 
Samaritans’ website. 

Sarah Stone, 
executive director for 
Wales, said: “We are 
eager to support schools 
in Wales to further 
engage with vulnerable 
young people. Our 
DEAL programme is 
aimed at increasing the 
understanding of 
emotional health and 
improving effective 
coping strategies in 
young people through 
their PSE [personal and 
social education] 
programme. 

“Developing an 
understanding of 
emotional health and 
encouraging help 
seeking is vital to create 
opportunities for young 


His press advert 
emphasised that they had 
been established for 60 
years and that they were 
the ‘Oldest and Only 
Experienced Undertakers 
in the District’. 

When William died at 
181 Court Road in 1932, 
son Kenneth would carry 
on the tradition and 115 
years later the business is 
still trading at that 
address, and until 
recently under the family 
name. 

It must have been 
galling for David and 
William that with extra 
business now available in 
this booming industry, at 
least nine other 
undertakers would set up 
in direct competition 
over this period and they 
were all newcomers. 

David William 
Thomas (1862-19 
...unknown) was born in 
Llanddeusant, 
Carmarthenshire to 
parents William and 
Martha and with his 
father a carpenter, David 
also entered the same 
trade. 

With wife Mary and 
two young sons Tom and 
William, David came to 
Barry for a fresh start, in 
the knowledge that there 
would be ample 
opportunities for a 
skilled man. They settled 
at 4 Vere Street and 
quickly extended their 
space into number 5 and 
in the census of 1891 he 
was a cabinet maker and 
undertaker, even 

repairing carts as a 
wheelwright. 


people m Wales. 

“Samaritans believes 
that through finding 
ways to respond to 
people in distress, we 
can make a significant 
difference to the rate of 
suicide. We must work 
together, locally and 
nationally, to achieve 
real change in Wales.” 

Bridgend Labour MP 
Madeleine Moon, 
present in a Westminster 
Hall debate on the 
subject, backed DEAL. 

She said: “The 
resource pack is 
available for teachers to 
take it into schools, or 
the Samaritans will send 
volunteers into schools 
to undertake, separate 
from the school system, 
talks and raise awareness 
for young people. 

“That is the sort of 
low-cost — not 
expecting lots of money 
to be involved — 
involvement of people 
and organisations such 
as the Samaritans, with 
their specialist 
knowledge and 
awareness, that is 
extremely helpful in 
reaching young people.” 

For more information, 
visit 

WWW.Samaritans .org! 
DEAL. 

Samaritans is 
available round the 
clock, every day of the 
year. Call 116 123 to 
talk. 


In April of that year he 
set up in partnership with 
James Jones, as 
undertakers ‘Jones, 
Thomas and Company’. 
In a move which in 
hindsight he might have 
regretted, just seven 
months later he 
auctioned the entire 
contents of his large 
furniture store. 

With wives of working 
men now improving their 
homes, his early adverts 
had proclaimed that he 
was the only ‘practicable 
cabinet 
maker/upholsterer in 
town’ yet within months 
he was bitten by the 
burial bug. 

Unfortunately two 
years later David was 
declared bankrupt, 
explaining to the court 
that trade in Barry was 
depressed and that he 
was not a good 
businessman and had 
kept no official records. 

Surprisingly, his 
adverts as an undertaker 
continued until 1898, so 
possibly James Jones 
was still involved in 
some way. 

As with so many of 
the newcomers from 
west Wales, they were 
bilingual and religious 
and in the Mission Room 
in Iddle sleigh Street 
(Main Street), David was 
the organist and director 
of the choir. 

At some stage, the 
whole family left Barry 
and were next recorded 
in Enfield, Middlesex in 
the 1901 and 1911 
censuses, with David 
working as a 
carpenter/joiner. 

James Jones (1865- 
1917) was born in 
Newchurch, 
Carmarthenshire to 
parents John and Anna 
and in 1871 his father 
was a pig drover, 
bringing up young James 
and elder son John aged 
14. 

He arrived in Barry in 
1887 with new wife 
Anne and began trading 
as a greengrocer at 
Holton Road but soon 
realised that burials 
could be profitable and, 
as mentioned earlier, his 
tender for pauper burials 
in 1895 was 40 per cent 
lower than that of David 
Spickett. 

By the next census he 
was an undertaker, 
furniture remover and 
fruiterer at 67 Holton 
Road with two nephews; 
David Jones, at 20 a 
coffin finisher, and 
Thomas Evans, a 26- 
year-old coffin maker, 
with niece Mary Thomas 
their housekeeper at 18 
years of age. 

In a confident and 
bold advert, he displayed 
his prices for a top of the 
range funeral at 12 
guineas down to a third 
class with a ‘shellibere’ 
(various spellings) and 
coach at four guineas. 

In 1911, James and 
Anne still had no 
children, but David was 
now a funeral 
director/engraver and 
Thomas a casket 
maker/carpenter. 

This newcomer from 
Carmarthenshire was 
also an active citizen by 
being a JP, a member of 


Glamorgan County 
Council, Barry UDC and 
was on several other 
committees. Politically 
he was a moderate 
Liberal and attended 
Holton Road English 
Baptist Church. 

After suffering a 
painful illness for some 
months, James died in 
1917 aged 52, leaving 
Anne a widow. His 
funeral was attended by 
council members, 
tradesmen. Freemasons 
and many members of 
the public. 

After his death, an 
advert stated that the 
business would carry on, 
presumably run by his 
nephews. 

John Jones (1857- 
19...unknown) The 

elder brother of James 
was a grocer at 57 Main 
Street by 1891 and 
already a widower. His 
sister Mary was helping 
with his young children, 
Alcwyn, Arthur, Annie 
and Gertrude, with David 
Evans and Thomas Johns 
working as grocer’s 
assistants. 

At some time over the 
next 10 years he too was 
bitten by the burial bug 
and was trading at 153 
Holton Road opposite the 
Windsor Hotel as an 
undertaker and furniture 
remover, with his 
workshop and mews at 
Bassett Street. In 1901, 
he expanded by opening 
at 1 Charles Street, 
Cardiff. 

Researching names 
such as these has proved 
difficult but it is possible 
that John died before the 
1911 census, because his 
sister Mary was a 
restaurant keeper at 2 
Paget Road on the Island, 
with his youngest 
daughter Gertrude 
assisting her. 

Records show that his 
eldest son Alcwyn 
Elkington Jones died in 
1924 in Lowestoft, where 
he was a curate. 

The reason why these 
two brothers were 
competing against each 
other in Holton Road is 
unknown. 

Edwin James Hooper 
(1867-19...unknown) 

was living at 50, Salop 
Street in 1901 with his 
wife Caroline, three 
stepsons and their 
daughter. Parents Jacob 
Israel and Delilah 
brought their large family 
to Penarth and by 1881, 
father and son were 
undertakers. 

An 1895 advert 
announced that EJ 
Hooper was an 
undertaker at 178 Holton 
Road, with their 
workshop and mews in 
Regent Street. With a 
furniture van also 
available for hire, it was 
possible to place orders 
at the ironmongery 
premises of his brother 
WH Hooper in High 
Street. 

No record has been 
found of Edwin, Caroline 
and their young daughter 
Caroline in the 1911 
census, but the two eldest 
stepsons Thomas and 
Theodore were boarders 
in Penarth. 

When Jacob died in 
1912, he left a small 
legacy to William H 


Hooper who was not the 
eldest son, suggesting 
that maybe Edwin had 
died or maybe emigrated. 

William Hedley 
Hooper (1868-1934) 
was the third son born to 
Jacob and Delilah in 
Llanelli, before coming 
to Penarth with the 
family by 1879. 

Following his 

marriage in 1888 to 
Elizabeth Morgan and 
the birth of Gwendoline, 
they moved to Barry 
where he opened as an 
ironmonger at High 
Street, with his 14-year- 
old brother-in-law Rees 
Morgan as an assistant. 

William had to learn a 
trade new to his family 
and by 1901, with a 
second daughter and two 
young sons he was living 
at 2 Hilda Street. 

Sharing their home 
were three sisters-in-law 
who were helping out 
and both William and 24- 
year-old Rees were now 
recorded as ‘Master 
Ironmongers’. 

With obvious ambition 
and expansion in mind he 
opened a second shop in 
Llantwit Major, quickly 
followed by large 
premises at 81, Holton 
Road. He had been 
advertising as an 
undertaker at 99/100 
High Street since 1900 
and then also from 
Holton Road two years 
later. 

As a matter of interest 
to all Barry residents, a 
young Dan Evans would 
assist him at this address, 
before taking over the 
hardware business just 
four years later. 

Back in High Street, 
William set out to make 
the funeral business more 
professional and in 1908 
he published a 
comprehensive ‘Funeral 
Record and Ledger’ 
which was well received 
and sold to the trade. 

As a true entrepreneur, 
he wanted to offer a 
service that his many 
competitors were not 
giving. To this end he set 
sail in 1909 on the RMS 
Mauretania to learn the 
art of embalming, and at 
Boston he studied and 
then returned with the 
respected Diploma of 
Massachusetts College of 
Embalming. 

Thereafter all his 
adverts announced that 
he was an embalmer and 
sanitarian, stressing that 
he would be 
accompanied by a 
‘capable lady attendant’. 

William used the 
outbuildings at the rear 
of the Barry Hotel to 
stable his horses and 
carriages and the 
premises are still used 
today for the repair and 
maintenance of cars. 

In 1911, eldest son 
Hedley Morgan was 
attending private school 
and living with 
grandfather Jacob in 
Penarth. 

The business 

continued to flourish at 
98/100 High Street for 
many years, most likely 
with the help of 
Elizabeth and their three 
sons, Hedley, Samuel 
and William and then in 
1934 William died at 
‘The Elms’, their home 


in Harbour Road. 

William James 
Hallett (1877- 

19...unknown) was born 
in Cardiff to parents 
James and Sarah and the 
family lived in Roath for 
the next 20 years, with 
the father working as a 
carpenter. 

William was a 
coachbuilder by the time 
they arrived in Barry, so 
they were both well 
qualified to be funeral 
directors. Their home at 
5 Wyndham Street was 
also the branch office and 
in 1900 they teamed up 
with a coal merchant, 
trading as ‘Adams and 
Hallett’ at 134 Holton 
Road. 

For reasons unknown, 
just two years later they 
were advertising 

separately with AG 
Adams staying at number 
134, with William 
moving further up the 
road to 248 and also at 5 
Broad Street. He was 
offering ‘first class work 
at third class prices, with 
his own practical and 
personal attention’, yet 
his time in business was 
seemingly not to last. 

By 1911 he and wife 
Florence Gertrude (nee 
Moss), their daughter 
Gertrude and three sons 
Ernest, Percy and Harold 
were living at 56 Brook 
Street and he was 
working for the railways 
as a wagon repairer, as 
was his father James. 

Confusingly, the 1923 
Kelly’s Directory still 
listed William James 
Hallett as an undertaker 
at 55, George Street. 

Alfred George 
Adams (1852-1931) was 
born in Pill, Bristol to 
parents John Henry and 
Clara and his father was a 
mariner and later a 
Bristol Channel pilot. 

After marrying local 
girl, Sarah Ware, in 1875 
he was a coal merchant 
and grocer in Pill with 
two small daughters. 

With a new town 
growing on this side of 
the Channel, Alfred left 
his family to build a 
business here and by 
1891 he was an employer 
coal merchant at 16, 
Greenwood Street. A 
partnership with 

undertaker WJ Hallett 
briefly followed and by 
1901, wife Sarah had 
joined him at 134 Holton 
Road with daughter 
Edith, sons Bramwell 
and Rowland and his 
father-in-law Henry 
Ware. 

The business 

flourished and by 1911, 
Sarah, Edith and 
Rowland were all 
working in the company, 
with Hannah Thoday as a 
domestic servant. Son 
Bramwell, who had 
gained a BSc at Cardiff 
University and was a 
secondary school master 
in Llanelli in 1911, was 
tragically killed in action 
in France in 1917. 

The business was still 
in Holton Road in 1923 
and although Alfred died 
in 1931 at 27 Wyndham 
Street, we all know the 
legacy he left is still with 
us today at a different 
location. 

Augustine J Stone 
(1869-1924) was born in 


Cardiff to parents Gains 
Augustine and Mary and 
his father had been an 
undertaker at 10-12, 
Working Street for at 
least 20 years. 

In 1901 he was living 
and working as a 
coachbuilder/undertaker 
at Newport Road, Cardiff 
with wife Ida and two 
domestic servants. 
Although he would not 
live in Barry, in 1902 he 
opened a branch office at 
101 Holton Road to 
complement the one in 
Cardiff. 

When he died in 1924 
at Newport Road, his 
sizable bequest 

illustrated that the burial 
business could be 
profitable for some. 

A late arrival to the 
funeral scene was a coal 
merchant from 

Mynyddislwyn , 
Monmouthshire named 
George Gay (1863- 
1934), who was living at 
38, Cross Street with his 
wife Mary (nee 
Crowther) and sons 
Arthur and George in 
1909. 

His first advert as an 
undertaker was in 
January 1913 at Station 
Street, followed in 1919 
by an announcement that 
George Gay & Sons 
would be trading at 152, 
Holton Road. 

In time, it seemed that 
the Spickett family 
curtailed their 

advertising, but James 
Jones and family, WH 
Hooper, AG Adams and 
Gay & Sons were still 
regularly displaying their 
services up to 1919 and 
beyond. 

Belgian Black horses 
and Shillibiers featured 
prominently in the 
adverts, but the horses in 
fact were Friesians from 
Holland which were 
shipped via Antwerp in 
Belgium, hence the 
name. 

The plumes on the 
horses’ heads illustrated 
the standing of the 
deceased in the 
community, ranging from 
two for someone of 
modest means up to 
seven for the very rich. 

A Shillibier was 
named after its inventor, 
George, and was a 
combined hearse and 
mourning coach, but 
early models had no 
brakes, so stopping 
depended on the driver’s 
control of the horses, 
with a little help from 
drag chains. 

At this time Holton 
Road was the main 
centre for business, but it 
should be remembered 
that initially it was just a 
muddy, narrow lane 
where shopkeepers laid 
down planks of wood to 
allow customers to enter 
their premises. 

During this period of 
the ‘burial boom’ there 
were so many 
undertakers in Holton 
Road that it must have 
been a constant reminder 
of mortality. 


Samaritans DEAL 
pupils a good hand 

by Andy 
Johnstone 
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‘City Deal’ plan takes 
another step forward 


THE City Deal, which promises to 
introduce £1.2 billion into the regional 
economy, is about to take a further step 
forward. 

A ‘Heads of Terms Agreement’ was signed 
between the 10 local authorities in the Cardiff 
Capital Region (CCR), and the UK and Welsh 
Governments in March 2016. 

The next step is a ‘Regional Cabinet’ comprising 
of the relevant local authority leaders. This cabinet, 
currently has a shadow status, but it expected that it 
will lose that status on March 1. 

The City Deal comprises an investment 
programme of £1.2 billion into the regional 
economy, including £734m for the creation of a 
South East Wales Metro transport scheme. 

Each authority must approve a commitment by 


News from 1st 
Penmark and 
Porthkerry 


Scout 

1ST Penmark with 
Porthkerry Scout 
group has had a 
great start to 2017. 

The sections are back 
in full force with Beavers 
building spaghetti 
towers. Cubs have held a 
forum to discuss what 
activities and trips they 
would like to do this year. 

They have also been 
experimenting to learn 
about density, creating 
patterns with ‘magic 
milk’ and cooking. 
Scouts have been looking 
at fitness and keep fit and 
looking at maps and 
compasses. They also 
have been discussing 
their future activities. 

There are a number of 
children moving sections 
over the next few weeks, 
so we have Beavers 
linking with Cubs and 
Cubs linking with 
Scouts. 

An exciting time and it 
is lovely to see the 
children get older, learn 
new skills, have fun and 
move up through the 
group to take on their 
next exciting challenges. 

‘You Shape’ is 
happening throughout 
Eebruary and that is 
about ‘empowering the 
children in each section 
to shape what they want 
to do and how they want 
to do it’ from creating 
games themselves to 
play, to patrol leaders 
running an activity. 


group 

January 21 saw the 
Scout group’s first 
fundraiser of the year. 

The Shameless 

performed at the Rhoose 
Social Club and an 
excellent evening was 
had by all. 

The music was great, 
the dance floor was full 
and the group raised over 
£600. 

The Scout group 
would like to say a 
massive thank you to The 
Shameless and the 
Rhoose Social Club for 
providing the music and 
venue free of charge so 
that every penny raised 
was money for the group. 

Also, thanks to 
everyone who attended 
on the evening to make it 
such a good night. 

During Eebruary, the 
Scout group will feature 
in Waitrose Barry’s coin 
scheme, so if you make a 
purchase and earn some 
coins, please support the 
group. 

This year marks the 
Scout group’s 40 th 
birthday, and the group is 
currently planning ways 
of celebrating that 
milestone. 

Eurther information 
will follow. 

If you would like to 
know more about the 
group or get involved 
please contact the group 
scout leader on 
gsl@penmarkscouts.org. 
uk. 

PR 


the 10 authorities to borrow a total of £120 million 
as part of the CCR City Deal Wider Investment 
Eund. 

Coun Andrew Morgan, chair of the CCR Shadow 
Joint Cabinet, and leader of Rhondda Cynon Taf 
County Borough Council, said: “Together we can 
bring about an economic and social step-change in 
the Cardiff Capital Region, through improved 
transport, supporting innovation, an improved digital 
network, developing skills, supporting enterprise 
and business growth, and through housing 
development and regeneration.” 

Coun Neil Moore, Leader of the Vale Council 
said: “The meeting of the Vale Council on Eebruary 
9 represents an important stage for this council in the 
City Deal process. 

“Thus far, the Vale Council has played a central 
role in the negotiations with the partner authorities, 
who have worked extremely hard over the last 18 
months to get to this important stage. 

“I look forward to reporting the matter to council 
on Eebruary 9 where members will have the benefit 
of a full and detailed report, and make their decision 
on the proposal.” 

The 10 local authorities are: Blaenau Gwent, 
Bridgend, Caerphilly, Cardijf, Merthyr, 
Monmouthshire, Newport, Rhondda Cynon Taf, 
Torfaen, Vale of Glamorgan. 


Knap life 
guards receive 
grant aid 


A VALE life guard 
group that patrols 
Cold Knap received 
a Government grant 
this week totalling 
almost £16,000 to 
help them carry on 
their good work. 

Water rescue charities 
around the UK were 
awarded a total of 
£913,000 by John Hayes, 
Minister of State at the 
Department for 

Transport, this week. 

It was the third round 
of funding provided 
under a five-year, £5 
million scheme, announ¬ 
ced as part of the 2014 
budget statement. 

The grants support 
charities running local 


lifeboat and rescue 
services, helping those in 
danger on and around 
inland and inshore 
waterways, including 
during flooding and other 
incidents. 

The money can be 
used to buy new lifeboats 
and other equipment 
such as lifejackets and 
safety gear. 

The beneficiaries 
were: Rhondda (Cold 
Knap) Lifeguard Club - 
£15,990.43; Porthcawl 
Lifeguard Club - 
£19,780.03; Rest Bay 
Lifeguard Club - £3,010; 
Surf Life Saving 
Association of Wales - 
£22,901.34; and the Civil 
Aid Voluntary Rescue 
Association - £5,065.32 


Dubai flights 
from Cardiff 

THE first Thomson direct flights to Dubai 
took off from Cardiff Airport on Monday. 

It will operate a 767-300 aircraft from Wales’ 
national airport at Rhoose and passengers will 
disembark at Dubai to meet up with their cruise ship. 

Debra Barber, managing director at Cardiff 
Airport, said: “It is fantastic to see yet another new, 
direct long-haul cruise route operating from Cardiff. 

“Dubai is a hugely exciting destination and I’m 
sure these new itineraries will prove popular with 
cruise customers.” 



Christmas tree collection ends 





Coun John visits Cowbndge 
Compost to see the Christmas 
tree recycling service. 


THE Vale Council’s waste and recycling 
teams have had a busy time collecting 
residents’ Christmas trees recently, with 
residents being able to put them by the 
kerb with their regular refuse and 
recycling collections. 

Now that they have been collected, the trees have 
been taken to Cowbridge Compost at Llwynhelig, 
where, along with garden and food waste, they are to 
be turned into compost. 

Vale Council cabinet member for visible, leisure 
and regulatory services, Coun Gwyn John, visited 
the farm to see the work done by the Cowbridge 
Compost team, which has been composting organic 
wastes for over 15 years. 

Coun John said: “It’s been fantastic to see so 

Do you 
like Socks? 


DOGS 
TRUST 
‘Dog of 
the Week’ 
is Socks, a 
nine-year 
old terr¬ 
ier cross 
who, 
despite 


q u 

i t el 

spri 

tely 

and 

loves 

to 

play 

with 

his 

toys 

and 

games. 

He 

will 

need 

an 

active home 

that 

will ' 

give 

him 



regular walks as he is a clever and sparky boy. 

Socks will need time to settle in his new home so 
his new owners will need patience while he is 
settling down. 

He is good with other dogs on a lead, but will 
need ongoing training. If you love terriers and are 
interested in Socks, visit our website or call on 
01656 725219. 


Cadoxton WI’s 
New Year meeting 

CADOXTON WI’s first meeting of the 
New Year was well attended and the 
president welcomed a new member. 


Eorthcoming events were discussed and the 
committee were thanked for the variety of 
organized events for 2017. Raffles were won by 
Sue Griffiths and Pam Hill. 

The meeting closed after members had enjoyed 
refreshments and a chat. Meetings are held at 
Victoria Park Community Centre every third 
Monday at 7pm; contact 01446 404891 for more 
information. 


many residents using the service, and making a vital 
contribution to our environment. 

“The team here do a great job of recycling the 
waste, and it’s been encouraging to witness the 
increased awareness of residents when it comes to 
recycling and the environment.” 

Michelle Eitzpatrick, recycling officer at the Vale 
Council, said: “We’re really pleased with the 
response from Vale residents, and we’d like to 
encourage even more to make their New Year’s 
resolution to be greener than ever before.” 

Residents can collect compost free between 10am 
to 2pm on the last Sunday of every month at Court 
Road Depot, Barry. 

Flag day 
for ABMU 
medicos 


THE standard of 
training for 
specialist doctors in 
ABMU has been 
judged the best in 
Wales - and among 
the highest-ranking 
across the UK. 

Each year, the Joint 
Royal Colleges of 
Physicians Training 
Board (JRCPTB) carries 
out a survey of junior 
doctors who are training 
to become specialists in 
endocrinology and 
diabetes. 

It covers everything 
from clinical and 
education supervision, 
access to educational 
resources, workload, 
and overall satisfaction. 

The JRCPTB 
summarises the scores 
for each category using 
a series of colour-coded 
flags. 

Red flags denote a 
score that is well below 
the national average 
while green flags are 
significantly above it. 
The other flags indicate 
scores either on or 
above average. 

None of the Welsh 
health boards had red 
flags and ABMU’s five 
green flags was not only 
the highest proportion in 
Wales but also tied with 
two NHS trusts in 
England for second best 
in the UK. 

Only Oxford 
University Hospital’s 
NHS Eoundation Trust 
did better. 


Professor Jeffrey 
Stephens is a consultant 
physician in diabetes, 
endocrinology and 
general internal 
medicine at Morriston 
Hospital. 

He is also an 
education and clinical 
supervisor for medical 
trainees at Morriston, 
and a clinical professor 
in diabetes at Swansea 
University Medical 
School. 

Professor Stephens 
said: “The aim of the 
survey is to highlight 
weaknesses and 
strengths. ABMU 
comes out very well, in 
joint second place 
behind Oxford for the 
provision of quality 
training. 

“As well as being 
good for trainees in 
diabetes and 
endocrinology training, 
it provides reassurance 
and confidence for other 
trainees in the health 
board’s ability to deliver 
specialist training.” 

ABMU had green 
flag in overall 
satisfaction, clinical 
supervision, adequate 
experience, supportive 
environment and access 
to educational resources. 
Its performance has 
steadily improved over 
the last three years. 
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No rest for The 
Jam Fund over 
Christmas and 
the New Year! 


THE Jam Fund never 
sleeps and is always 
working to help 
children with serious 
health issues and 
their families - 
whatever the time of 
the year. 

Over Christmas and 



donate £250 each, but 
they must be youngsters 
the charity has not 
helped before. 

Paul added: “The Jam 
Fund was also able to 


shire.” 

Lisa Baldwin, a mum help the Ware family in 
of one, spotted a scrap Barry over the 
of a balloon among Christmas period. 

.u XT V .u u leaves on December 30, “The Wares light up 
the New Yey the charity walking their home every 

near her home in Christmas to raise 
Geoffrey Barbour Road, money for charity and 
Abingdon. their chosen charity was 

She noticed a tag tied the Amelia Trust Farm, 
the remainder of the “Unbelievably, 


was just as busy as ever 
spreading hope 
goodwill. 

It was started 


memory of Jamie ,he remainder of the ■'Unbelievably 

Adamson, who died of balloon, which had someone decided to 
cancer at the age of five sailed the 120 miles steal a charity collection 
in 2004. from Barry. box from the wall of 

Jamie was born on Ljsa contacted a their home so the Jam 
Christmas Day, 1998, friend Sally Hall, Fund stepped in with a 
and to celebrate his life founder of Abingdon £500 donation to help 
on Christmas Day 2016, children's charity Blue replace it. 
his father Paul released Skye Thinking, who “The Barry Round 
red balloons with suggested three children Table also assisted the 
special notes attached who would each benefit family with a donation, 
asking people whether from £250 offered by The Ware family have 
they knew of a child The Jam Fund. consistently raised 

who needed help. Paul Adamson was money for various good 

Paul told The GEM: thrilled that the ladies causes and to think that 
“I let 18 balloons loose had found children The somebody can be 
from Jamie's graveside Jam Fund could help. callous enough to steal 
at Barry cemetery on He is now seeking to from a charity is 
Christmas morning. help four children in the saddening.” 

“One of these was Vale or Cardiff with a can be 

found by a lady in serious illness who need contacted at the email: 
Abingdon in Oxford- help. The charity will jamfund@sky.com. 


More great news for 
veterans as breakfast 
club is launched 


HARD on the heels 
of Vale Armed 
Forces’ veterans 
getting a drop-in 
centre at Barry 
Athletic Club, Sully 


Sports and Social 
Club has agreed to 
a veterans’ 

breakfast club on 
Saturday 
mornings. 


Three Peaks 
challenge 


THE 

Now 


Meningitis 
charity is 
looking for outdoor 
enthusiasts to join 
its Three Peaks 
Challenge in June, 
raising funds to 
fight the killer 
disease. 

The 

challenge 


Brecon Beacons on April 
30 to test fitness levels 
and equipment, advice 
and support from the 
charity’s professional 
and friendly events team 
and 15 per cent discount 
at Cots wold Outdoors. 

Rachel Oakley, event 
officer at Meningitis 
36-hour Now, said: “This 

designed to demanding but 


push walkers to their breathtaking adventure 
limits and give them a will provide picture- 
real sense of perfect moments and 
achievement, takes place memories to last a 
between June 9 and 11 lifetime. The Three 
climbing Snowdon, Peaks Challenge is 
Scafell Pike and finally definitely not one to be 


Ben Nevis. 
Until the 


missed and we’re with 
you every step of the 
January Meningitis Now , 

noc miofomfooH t^lor»oc T/^t- _ _ ‘r ^ 


end of 


has guaranteed places for 
just £49, plus a - 

commitment to raise a 
minimum of £500 in 
sponsorship towards 
work. 

In return trekkers get 
transport, accomm¬ 
odation, food and the 
support of a qualified futures torn 

safety team to take them meningitis 
on the 
challenge. 

There’s also 


and make 

difference to the lives of 
people facing the 
devastation of 

meningitis.” 

Meningitis Now is 
committed to saving 
lives and rebuilding 
apart by 
through 

memorable research, awareness and 
support. 

Contact www.mening- 


opportunity to attend a itisnow.org, or telephone 
training day in the 0345120 4530. 


It is due to start on 
Saturday, February 4 and 
will run from 9am until 
12 noon every Saturday. 

Local veteran, 

Anthony Fitzpatrick, 
explained: “There are 
other breakfast clubs 
such as the one in 
Cardiff, but we wanted 
one locally so people 
don’t have to travel 10 to 
15 miles. 

“The inaugural day 
will be held on February 
4 when local MP Alun 
Cairns will open it. 

“All veterans and 
serving members of the 
Armed Forces are 
welcome. 

“There are no 
commitments or subs. 

“Our ethos is mutual 
support. It will be a great 
place to meet like 
minded people for 
support, chat and 
banter - not forgetting a 
great breakfast! 

“The group is ran by 
veterans for veterans in 
the Vale. Turn up on 
Saturday mornings and 
you will be made 
welcome.” 



RHOOSE 

COUPLE’S 

DIAMOND 

WEDDING 


John and Sheila Jones of Rhoose with 
their diamond wedding anniversary cake. 
JOHN and Sheila Jones of Rhoose 
celebrated their diamond wedding 
anniversary on January 19 with a family 
party at The Fontygary Inn at Rhoose on 
January 21. 

They were delighted to receive a card from HM 
The Queen. 

John and Sheila met in 1956 when they both 
worked at the Rhymney Brewery and went on to 
marry and have three children, eight grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren. 


Choir helps 
Mind to the 
tune of £1,000 



MENTAL health 
voluntary support 
group Mind in the 
Vale has benefited 
from Barry Male 
Voice choir to the 
tune of £1,000. 


community support.” 

Choir chairman 

Gareth Roberts added: 
“Supporting the 

community is a major 
priority for the choir. In 
addition to its Christmas 
concert, the choir over 


Mind representative the Christmas period 
Barney Sanders said: sang at St David’s 
“We are overwhelmed by Church Colcot, at the 
the generosity of the switching on of the High 
audience present at the Street lights, at 
choir’s Christmas Wetherspoons’ Sir 

concert held on our Samuel Romilly, at Barry 
behalf. Hospital and at Tesco, 

“We would like to Culverhouse Cross, 
thank the choir and the “More recently the 
RAF St Athan Voluntary choir performed at the 
Band for their tenth anniversary 

contributions. It was a celebration of the Barry 
wonderful example of library.” 


TICKETS PLEASE! 

National Welsh 
reunion planned 




I 

ran 



NATIONAL Welsh Omnibus 
Services - often referred to as 
National Welsh - operated in 
south-east Wales and in the 
Forest of Dean from 1978 until 
1992. 


reunion will be possible.” 

He continued: “I would like to put a 
call to arms through The GEM to 
maximise coverage of the event and to 
get this information out to as many 
former staff as possible. 

I will be travelling from Scotland 


To mark 25 years since the company and another ex-employee will be 
ceased operations in February 1992, coming from Dublin. It would be great 
Norman Chinnock, formerly an to get a few more old faces together on 
inspector at National Welsh Bridgend, February 10.” 

has organised a reunion on February 10 Mr Chinnock said that a number of 
at 7pm at Bridgend Railway Club on Facebook groups exist for former 
Coity Road - and it might be the last National Welsh staff, and former staff 
one. should search for Wonderful Western 

Speaking to The GEM, Mr Welsh to keep in touch with former 
Chinnock - who now lives in Scotland colleagues. 

- said: “This reunion is for all ex- Mr Chinnock is happy for former 
Bridgend staff or relatives, or indeed employees of National Welsh, or their 
anyone who would like to attend. families, to contact him by email at 
“Taking ages into account, this will normanandanna@hotmail.co.uk or on 
probably be the last time such a 07551954007 to discuss the reunion. 


SSAFA needs volunteers 


SSAFA, the Armed 
Forces charity 
formerly known as 
the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen 
and Families 
Association, which 


Choir 

for 

hire! 

BARRY Comm¬ 
unity Choir has 
restarted rehearsals 
and along with two 
main concerts will 
reach out to the 
community during 
the year at care 
homes, residential 
homes and charity 
events. 

Contact the choir on 
01446 748724/029 2053 
1359 or email: 
info @barrycommunitych 
oir.com. 

It rehearses at 
Crossways Church, 
Barry, on Wednesday 
evenings from 7.30 to 
9.30pm. 


Ty Hafan lottery draw winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the Ty 771608, 415383, 459314, 841101, 669349, 104441, 
Hafan Crackerjackpot lottery draw number 526226,575213,163439,617763,778816,430136, 
D967. 982275,931540,290285,763056, 504495, 948104, 

• £2,000: 985004. 864818,808122,300287,177586, 713261, 577959, 

• The rollover, which was £500, was not won 639192, 381991,757394, 291865, 755019, 215993, 

this week. 365623,574492,138455,362992,646377,777186, 

• £10: 170270, 130172, 412958, 100517, 357954 714543 503 1299 1353511 1689234 

852569,274777,649528,811550,945727,117219, losyz.^^, 

336474,159307,146246,938691,541678,308876, ^ . 

504989 926209 898345 1008322 GEM cannot be held responsible tor any errors 

• £ 5 : 845461, 559903, 293143, 980111,847980, or omissions contained in the above. 

772064, 830785, 433164, 721099, 643908, 389089, For lottery information please telephone 029 2053 
205231,766733, 684931, 882159, 357867, 852178, 2300. 


has nine branches 
in Wales, is urging 
people to build on 
their New Year’s 
resolutions and 
learn new skills, 
while giving 
something back to 
their local Armed 
Forces community, 
by becoming a 
volunteer. 

SSAFA Cardiff and 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
branch operate 
volunteer-led support 
services across the 
county with a county¬ 
wide need for new 
volunteer caseworkers 
who directly deliver the 
support. 

The charity, which 
has supported serving 
members of HM Armed 
Forces, veterans and 
their families for over 
131 years, is seeing the 
requests for support 
from this group 
increase. 

If you are interested 
in joining your local 
SSAFA team, visit 
w w w. s s afa .org .uk/ne w 
recruits or call 0800 032 
5612. 

SSAFA volunteer 


caseworkers support 
members of the Armed 
Forces community in a 
range of ways, such as: 

Visiting them in their 
homes, assessing their 
needs and building a 
bespoke package of 
support. 

Providing support 
with issues such as - 
mobility, home repairs, 
household goods, 
homelessness, marriage 
breakdown, mental 
health problems, urgent 
debt support, essential 
food and groceries and 
clothing and training 
costs to help younger 
veterans back into work. 

Accessing funds for 
house adaptations for a 
serviceman or woman 
injured while fighting 
for the UK. 

Befriending elderly 
veterans and providing 
them with company and 
happiness to combat 
loneliness and isolation. 

Raising the rent for a 
young veteran 
unemployed and 
struggling with the 
transition from military 
life to civilian life. 


For all your 
latest news... 
glamorgan- 
gem.cauk 
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Peterston panto packs out the village 
hall for three nights of entertainment 


Photographs by 
IAN DIXON 

THE Peterston-super-Ely entertainment 
society packed the church and community 
hall over three nights (January 19-21) for 
the annual pantomime. 

There were corny jokes, lots of songs and dance, 
as once again Jack defeated the giant in the society’s 
production of Jack and the Beanstalk. 

The show was a great success, with polished 
performances from a superb cast, most 
professionally organised by producer Helen Timms. 







Penarth lecture on 
social justice issues 

REVEREND Aled Edward, the 
secretary of Cytun (Council of 
Churches) in Wales will give the 
annual lecture of Penarth Cytun. 

Rev Edwards will speak on social 
justice issues and of his work with 
refugees and asylum seekers, for which 
he received an award from the Queen. 

The meeting will be in Trinity 
Methodist Church, Woodland Place, 

Penarth on Wednesday, February 1 at 
7pm. 

Reverend Aled Edwards. 
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TNS too strong, but Barry Town United 
do themselves proud with performance 



Bulls ready for 
Challenge Cup test 


BRIDGEND Blue 
Bulls start out on 
the road to 
Wembley this 
Saturday as they 
take a trip to the 
English capital in 
the first round of 
the Ladbrokes 
Challenge Cup, 
taking on London 
Chargers at New 
River Stadium 
(kick-off 1pm). 

The 74th Challenge 
Cup game in history to 
feature a Welsh side, the 
Blue Bulls enter the 
grand old competition for 
a second year in a row 
and hope to go one better 
than last year when they 
were soundly beaten in 
Cumbria by Egremont 
Rangers, playing the 
match after a six-hour 


coach journey. 

This time, it will only 
take half the time to 
travel to their opponents 
and the Bulls, who won 
the Welsh Conference 
Grand Final in 2016, are 
looking to do what Valley 
Cougars couldn’t in last 
year’s Conference 
League South Grand 
Final, and turn over the 
London side. 

Bridgend head coach 
Gareth Howells said: 
“Bridgend Blue Bulls are 
excited to be involved in 
the Challenge Cup again 
this year and we are very 
much looking forward to 
a tough game against 
London Chargers. 

“We’ve been training 
hard for the game and our 
recent friendly match 
against the students 
certainly helped us with 
our preparations. 


“We would also like to 
take the opportunity to 
thank the London 
Chargers for organising 
the venue and we’d like 
to wish everyone taking 
part in the Challenge 
Cup, the best of luck this 
weekend.” 

The Chargers v Blue 
Bulls match is the first of 
a triple header at New 
River Stadium on 
Saturday. Following their 
game, London Skolars 
host London Broncos in a 
friendly at 3pm before 
Wests Warriors face 
Great Britain Police in 
another Challenge Cup 
game at 5pm. 

Wales’ two 

professional clubs. North 
Wales Crusaders and 
South Wales Ironmen, 
enter the competition in 
the third round. 

IG 


THERE was disappointment on Saturday as Barry Town United 
faced TNS in the Nathaniel MG Cup final at Cyncoed Stadium. 
While the team lost 4-0, it was a superb performance from the 
team, who will now look to achieve their aim of promotion. 



Sully View bounce hack 


AFTER the previous week’s 
hammering, the Sully View 
were determined to get back on 
song, as they sought the double 
over Cathays. 

Attacking from the kick-off, on 
reaching the visitors’ 22 they lost 
possession, and Cathays’ strong 
running backs were only foiled back in 
the Sully 22. 

Cathays were awarded two penalties 
in quick succession, and taking them 
quickly before the home defence could 
get back in place, they scored a good 
try to take the lead, and seemingly 
knock back the View’s ambitions to 
recover from last week’s drubbing. 

The conversion wasn’t taken 
however, when the referee called time 
over the kicker taking too long in his 
preparations. 

Stung into action. Sully took control 
up front, and behind their threes ran 
with power and good angles, and with 
the ball carrier always having at least 
one player in support, they took 
complete control of the game. 

By the break they had opened up a 
24 point lead, with tries from Adam 
Wheeler, Dai Harris and Nathan 
Taylor, and Chris Cummings adding 
two conversions and a penalty. 

In the early minutes of the second 
half, Cathays regained some of their 
composure, and were able to use the 
powerful backs to good effect, soon 
scoring a converted try to give 
themselves a glimmer of hope. 

Prop Jody Velda, celebrating his 
birthday, then received a card from the 
referee - unfortunately it was yellow, 
and he was sent off to the bin for 10 
minutes. 

Even down a man, the View again 
took control, but it wasn’t until Velda 
returned that they got their next try 
(converted by Cummings), and a bonus 
point, and it had to be the birthday boy 
himself who broke through for this 
vital score. 

This was quickly followed by an 
unconverted try for lock Alex 
Szuchnik, and now it appeared that 
Sully would score at will, but on the 
View’s next attack the visitors’ scrum- 
half was sin binned when he tackled 


the Sully winger just before he 
received a try-scoring pass. 

Sully soon made the numerical 
supremacy tell as D Russell ran in for 
another converted try. 

To their credit, being a man down 
and seemingly with no answer to 
Sully’s power, Cathays pulled 
themselves together got into the home 
22, and laid siege to the line, 
eventually scoring their second 
converted try. 

There was still 20 minutes left of 
this highly-entertaining, and high- 
scoring, game, and both sides had 
something to achieve - Sully were 
looking to breach the 50 point mark 
and to increase their season’s overall 
try count, which could make a 
difference to their final league 
position, and Cathays were after one 
more try, at least, to gain a bonus point. 

Surprisingly, although the game 
continued to be open and flowing, 
neither side were able to add to their 
tally, as both sides’ last line of defence 
stood firm, and Sully ran out 48-19 
victors. 

The only downside to the weekend 
was the postponement of Sully View’s 
second XV fixture at home to Caerau, 
as over 30 players made themselves 
unavailable, or did not notify the club 
as to their availability. 

With the seconds only having a 
handful of official fixtures, it is 
extremely disappointing not to be able 
to fulfil all of them, and even arrange a 
few friendlies, with such a large pool 
of players. 

All players are urged to take a more 
active involvement in training, and 
communication over availability. 

The next fixture is on Saturday, 
January 28, and will see Sully View 
travel to second-placed Hirwaun - 
meet at the Clubhouse at 12 noon. 

The next reunion will be held at the 
Market Street Club on Friday, January 
27, and welcomes past and present 
players/members for an easy going 
evening. 

The reunion will raise money for a 
local charity, as identified by, and 
closely connected to, the players 
themselves. 

MJS 



New kit proves 
lucky for 
lynewydd FC 



TYNEWYDD EC 
christened their new 
kit with a 3-1 win 
against Dinas 
Powys Athletic at 
the Sports Centre 
on Saturday. 

Having been 

established for 10 years- 
plus, amazingly this is 
Tynewydd’s first 

sponsorship deal and 
they are proud to link up 
with AutoSpray - Leon 
Butler is pictured 
presenting the kit to 
manager Gareth Union. 

Going into the game 
after a heavy defeat, 
moral amongst the team 
was surprisingly good 
and that helped 
Tynewydd start on the 
front foot and create 
numerous chances early 
on. 

At the midpoint of the 
half a fumbled shot 
allowed Mark McCarthy 
to pounce on the keepers 
mistake and give 
Tynewydd a 1-0 lead. 

Lee Clarke, making 
his debut in goal, helped 
in making an incredible 
goalline stand after an 
almighty goalmouth 
scramble to maintain the 
Tynewydd’s lead, a lead 
they soon doubled after 
some neat play down the 
right wing resulted in a 
cross being swung over 
from Dafydd Gibbs that 
was met with a 
tremendous diving 
header from youngster 
Jack Cooke, another of 
Tynewydd’s new 


signings. 

Dinas had a lifeline 
handed to them at the 
start of the second half 
with a contentious 
handball decision that 
awarded them a penalty. 

With score at 2-1 
Dinas applied more 
pressure looking for an 
equaliser but it was 
Tynewydd who grabbed 
the next and final goal of 
the game. 

Lloyd Union skipped 
through two defenders 
before the third defender 
scythed him down in the 
box resulting in the 
game’s second penalty. 

Julian Brana, who had 
an outstanding game 
playing in an unusual 
position of central 
midfield, stepped up and 
calmly slotted the ball 
home to give all three 
points to Tynewydd, the 
final score Tl. 

Man of the match 
could have been awarded 
to numerous players after 
some great displays on 
the day, but Pravesh 
Pydannah took the spoils 
after an excellent game at 
left back. 

Squad: L. Clarke, S. 
Eveleigh, J. Shepherd, J. 
Clissett (c), P. Pydannah, 
M. McCarthy, D. Gibbs, 
E. Hicks, LI. Union, J. 
Cooke, G. Union, L. 
Peterson, G. Tinsley, L. 
Union, P. Union, L. 
Butler, G. Pycroft. 

JC 
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PENARTH HOCKEY CLUB 
RESULTS ROUND-UP 


ALTHOUGH the 
weather claimed 
one of Penarth 
Hockey Club's 
games at the 
weekend, both the 
second and third 
XIs made the most 
of their scheduled 
encounters to 
continue the 

unbeaten start to 
2017. 

PENARTH A 9, 
WHITCHURCH C 2 
Penarth’s second XI 
looked to keep the 
pressure on the top two 
teams in De Cymru 1 
as they hosted a 
struggling Whitchurch 
team already beaten by 
eight goals in the first 
meeting between the 
sides at the start of the 
season. 

The home team 
started well and scored 
with their first attack, as 
Chris McCarthy broke 
down the right before 
driving into the ‘D’ and 
finding Phil Lane. He, in 
turn, picked out David 
Joyce, who rounded the 
keeper and found the 
back of the net. 

The lead was doubled 
soon after, with Lane 
spinning at the top of the 
‘D’ before rifling a 
powerful shot past the 
motionless keeper. 

At 2-0, however, the 
Bears became a little 
complacent and allowed 
Whitchurch more 
possession, which 
eventually resulted in 
the visitors working the 
ball well and scoring a 
deserved goal to reduce 
the deficit. 

This spurred Penarth 
back into action and the 
two-goal lead was 
quickly restored, as Rich 
Baker set up David 
Kidby for another tap in. 
Then, on the stroke of 


half-time, the Bears 
were awarded a penalty 
corner when captain 
Sam Chick was wiped 
out by the Whitchurch 
keeper, allowing the 
home defence to push 
forward with impunity. 

After Joyce’s initial 
effort was well saved, 
the extra men paid off, 
as the rebound was 
wonderfully controlled 
and smashed home by 
right back Dave Stevens, 
a finish any centre 
forward would have 
been proud of. 

The second half saw 
more of the same and the 
fifth goal didn’t take 
long to come as Joyce 
grabbed his second of 
the game. Penarth were 
in full control by this 
stage and a sixth strike 
followed swiftly with 
Lane again finishing 
well from the top of the 
‘D’ after a superb cut¬ 
back from McCarthy. 

To their credit, 
Whitchurch continued to 
push forward and 
grabbed a second goal 
from a well-struck 
penalty corner, but any 
chance of a comeback 
was soon removed as 
Joyce netted twice more 
to rack up an impressive 
four-goal haul for the 
game. 

Determined not to be 
out-done, the scoring 
was rounded off with the 
final touch of the game 
as Lane completed a 
well-deserved hat-trick 
by finishing from an 
acute angle. 

Although the 

comfortable scoreline 
will do much for 
Penarth’s confidence 
and goal difference, they 
now face a difficult trip 
to face Swansea City A 
this weekend, looking to 
make it three wins in a 
row since the Christmas 
break. 


SWANSEA 

UNIVERSITY C 1, 
PENARTH B I 
The third XI travelled 
to Swansea for a top- 
of-the-table clash 
against a university 
who had already 
triumphed in both 
their previous clashes 
this season and had yet 
to drop a point to any 
opposition in De 
Cymru 3. 

With a much-changed 
team due to 
unavailability, Penarth 
decided to switch tactics 
and line up with only 
one forward and play a 
counter-attacking game 
in a bid to bolster the 
midfield and protect the 
back four. 

This tactic seemed to 
work, with the defensive 
midfield duo of Rob 
Harrison and Mark 
Robinson giving little 
opportunity for the 
students to muster any 
significant attacks and, 
when they did manage to 
get through to last line of 
defence, this stayed 
solid, with Craig 
Llewellyn and Ian 
Brookfield covering 
well to leave goalkeeper 
Mark Harris with a 
much quieter first half 
than expected. 

The students duly 
grew more frustrated as 
the half went on, and 
began to leave gaps at 
the back for Penarth to 
exploit. Taking 

advantage of the 
unexpected 
opportunities, the 
visitors won a series of 
penalty corners and, 
from their second, went 
1-0 up as skipper Dave 
Watkins finished off a 
well-worked move to 
claim his 20th goal of 
the season - and break 
the university’s season- 
long clean sheet on 
home soil in the process. 


Council praised 
for championing 
inclusive sport 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council’s efforts in 
championing 
inclusive sport 
opportunities have 
been recognised by 
Disability Sport 
Wales. 

Having achieved 
Disability Sport Wales’ 
Insport Bronze level 
accreditation in 2014, the 
council’s continued work 
in supporting local sports 
clubs and organisations 
to become more 
inclusive has seen its 
accreditation level raised 
to silver, with gold now 
in its sights. 

The local authority has 
a dedicated Disability 
Sport Wales Officer who 
operates the National 
Disability Sport 

programme, working 
with schools and local 
organisations to identify 
opportunities for people 
with disabilities. 

A range of targeted 


services and programmes 
are also in place to 
support all groups of 
people to be more active 
including those with 
disabilities, older people, 
women and girls and 
people living in 
disadvantaged areas. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
cabinet member for 
wellbeing and future 
generations, Coun Hailey 
Townsend, said: “The 
legacy of Team GB’s 
Paralympic success, 
along with support from 
local authorities and 
organisations such as 
Disability Sport Wales, is 
seeing more people with 
disabilities across Wales 
taking part in physical 
activities. 

“As well as nurturing 
disabled elite athletes, we 
also want to make sure 
that people of all levels 
of ability have 
opportunities to be active 
in some way.” 

Disability Sport 
Wales’ partnership 


manager, Michelle 
Daltry, said: “Disability 
Sport Wales is delighted 
to award Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
the insport Development 
Silver Standard. 

“The drive and 

determination to ensure 
that all disabled people 
have a high quality 
experience of sport and 

physical activity is 

second to none. 

Bridgend are one of only 
three Local Authorities to 
have achieved this 
standard to date and I 
look forward to working 
with them towards Gold 
Standard.” 

For more information 
on inclusive sports within 
Bridgend County 

Borough, call the 
council’s Disability Sport 
Wales Officer on 01656 
815220 or email 

aypd@bridgend.gov.uk. 


The shock of 
conceding at King 
George V Field seemed 
to spur the students on 
and, within five minutes 
or so, their pressure 
eventually led to a 
chance to draw level, 
with a well-worked 
move down the right 
ending in an overlap and 
tap-in at the far post. 

Penarth, buoyed by 
their first half 
performance, continued 
in the same vein after the 
interval, with much the 
same result, with the 
students getting 

frustrated as the Bears 
counter-attacked with 
strength. 

As the second half 
wore on, the visitors 
continued to gain greater 
possession and territory, 
allowing central 

midfielder Dave Thomas 
the space to start 
spreading passes and 
create further half¬ 
chances for the 
forwards. Richard 
Cousins and Sam 
Salisbury both found 
themselves with 

shooting opportunities, 
only to put the ball wide 
of the post as the game 
drew to a frantic 
conclusion. 

The students thought 
that they had snatched a 
winner, largely against 
the run of play, only to 
be thwarted by an 
excellent reaction save 
from the stick of Harris, 
while Penarth had the 
final opportunity of the 


game, only for Watkins 
to misjudge a pass to 
Marc Sawyer with an 
open goal waiting. 

With the game ending 
in 1-1 tie, Penarth 
remain well behind the 
students, in second place 
overall, but strengthened 
their promotion bid by 
opening an eight-point 
gap between themselves 
and the next best team 
ahead of this weekend’s 
bye. 

Three Penarth teams 
will be in action this 
week, with the first and 
second XIs facing bitter 
rival Swansea City at 
home (1.45pm start) and 
away respectively, while 
the fourth XI return to 
De Cymru 3 action with 
a trip to Gwent. 

Penarth Hockey Club 
always welcomes new, 
old and returning 
players, umpires, 

supporters, friends and 
helpers regardless of age 
and ability. When the 
regular season resumes, 
training will take place 
on Wednesdays at 
Stan well School, with 
the juniors on the pitch 
between 6.15pm and 
7.15pm and the seniors 
between 7pm and 
8.15pm. 

Anyone interested in 
joining the club at senior 
or youth level can 
contact club secretary 
Dave Stevens 

(d_stevens81 @hotmail.c 
o.uk) for further 
information. 

CL 


The Barry & 
District 
League tables 
and results 


CRIB DIVISION 1: 

Rhoose Social 9, West 
End 6; West End 
Runaways 7, Cadoxton 
Cons 8; Liberals 5, 
Wyndham Cons 10. 

League table: Liberals 
111, Wyndham Cons 
109, Rhoose Social 100, 
Moors Boys 99, West 
End 99, West End 
Runaways 98, Cadoxton 
Cons 89. 

SKITTLES DIVISION 
1 : 

King William XII 5, 
Liberals C 2; Rugby 
Club 3, West End C 4; 
Slammers 6, Allsorts 1; 
Rhoose Social C 5, 
Rhoosters 2; West End D 
6, Rhoose Social B 1; 
Liberals A 6, Rhoose 
Social A 1; Barries Boys 

5.5, Cambrian Flyers 1.5. 
League table: West 

End D 68.5, King 
William XII 67.5, West 
End C 61, Sea View B 
58, Rugby Club 51.5, 
Allsorts 51, Barries Boys 

49.5, Rhoosters 48, 
Rhoose Social C 46.5, 
Rhoose Social B 45, 
Slammers 39.5, Rhoose 
Social A 38.5, Liberals C 

36.5, Liberals A 36, 
Cambrian Flyers 31. 
SNOOKER DIVISION 
I: 

Services Social B 0, 
Rhoose Social B 5; 
Cadoxton Cons B 3, 


Penarth Cons A 2; 
Harbour B 3, West End C 
2; Cadoxton Cons Z 3, 
Wyndham Cons A 2; 
Penarth Cons B 1, Savoy 
A4. 

League table: Savoy A 
58, Harbour B 57, 
Cadoxton Cons Z 47, 
Wyndham Cons A 40, 
Cadoxton Cons B 39, 
Rhoose Social B 35, 
West End C 30, Penarth 
Cons A 30, Services 
Social B 25, Penarth 
Cons B 25, Rhoose 
Social C 24. 

SNOOKER DIVISION 
2: 

Sully Sports A 2, 
Wyndham Cons D 3; 
Liberators 4, Cadoxton 
Cons A 1; Savoy B 2, 
Harbour A 3; Market 
Street C 3, West End B 2; 
West End A 1, Wyndham 
Cons C 4. 

League table: 

Liberators 53, Wyndham 
Cons C 47, Savoy B 47, 
Market Street B 43, 
Harbour A 41, Cadoxton 
Cons A 40, Market Street 
C 37, Wyndham Cons D 
31, West EndB 30, West 
End A 30, Sully Sports A 
26 (* = points deducted). 

All league and cup 
fixtures and results at 
www.barryleagues .co .uk 
and on Facebook - 
search for ‘barry 
leagues’. 

JW 


Hannah Mills (centre) with her gold medal. 


Olympian Hannah 
Mills is honoured 
in Dinas Po’wys 



DINAS POWYS Community 
Council Chair Margaret 
Hayley unveiled a plaque on 
January 23 to honour Dinas 
Powys’ very own Olympic gold 
medallist, Hannah Mills. 

Hannah, who won gold in the Rio 
Olympics with sailing partner Saskia 
Clarke, attended the event along with 
pupils from St Andrews Primary, local 
villagers and Vale Tory MP Alun 
Cairns. 

Mr Cairns gave a speech to the 
assembled crowd praising Hannah 
Mills’ determination as an inspiration 
to the children of Dinas Powys and the 
Vale. 

Hannah said: “It’s quite 

overwhelming. It is really nice to see 
everyone come out and support me. 


“It’s important that youngsters take 
up any sport because there are so many 
distractions these days. My dad took 
the first stomp on the plaque so he’s 
made his mark.” 

Following the unveiling, those 
present took to the Parish Hall for 
refreshments, giving local people a 
chance to see Hannah’s gold medal up 
close and to discuss her exploits. 

Mr Cairns said: “Hannah Mills is an 
inspiration to youngsters here in Dinas 
Powys and across the Vale. I was very 
glad that so many children from the 
local primary school were present to 
see her and learn about her 
achievement. 

“The local community is rightly 
very proud of Hannah, and it was 
fantastic to see such great support for 
her at the ceremony.” 


Evan’s long trip pays off 


H ave horses, 
will travel. 
That’s the 
motto of 

Llancarfan’s Evan 
Williams, who last 
week had a runner 
in the first two 
races at far-flung 
Ayr in Scotland. 

Both of them were 
successful under stable 
jockey Paul Moloney. 
The double was 


initiated when De 
Dollar Man, a six-year- 
old chestnut gelding, 
made it three wins out 
of three when winning 
the Racing UK National 
Hunt Maiden Hurdle by 
a length from Trongate 
and just over 40 minutes 
later, his Billy Bronco 
who, like De Dollar 
Man, is also a six-year- 
old chestnut gelding, 
came home six lengths 
ahead of Sideways in 
the Racing UK Profits 


Returned To Racing 
Maiden Hurdle. 

Both horses, who 
were well backed, are 
owned by point-to-point 
racing stalwarts William 
and Angela Rucker from 
Worcestershire. 

BRIAN LEE 

Dinas 
Powys to 
play at 
Jenner 
Park 

DINAS POWYS EC 
entertain Cwmam- 
man United in a 
Welsh League 
Division 2 fixture on 
Saturday, January 
28. 

Due to issues with the 
showers at the Murch, 
the game will be played 
at Jenner Park, with a 
2pm kick off; entry will 
be via the Barry Road 
entrance. 

RG 


Swimming 
club seek 
volunteers 

BARRY Beavers Disabled Swimming 
Club are currently being inundated with 
interest from potential new swimmers 
after a recent volunteering road show at 
the Memorial Hall, and are looking for 
more helpers to join the club. 

Those interested can look up information about 
the club via GVS (based at the Enterprise Centre on 
Skomer Road, Barry), by calling Pat Finch on 07517 
121729 or via our Facebook page, Barry Beavers 
Disabled Swimming Club. All interested parties 
would require a DBS check. 

NC 




















Thursday January 26th, 2017 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


CL 


THE GEM - 37 



Monmouth Way, Llantwit Major 

3 Double Bedrooms 
Extended 
Corner Plot 


£229,950 



Heol Ger-y-Felin, Llantwit Major 

4 Beds, 3 Recps 
Extended. En-suite 
Conservatory 


£289,950 C71 



Dimlands Road, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Superb Location 


£350, 



Great House Meadow, 
Llantwit Major 

5 Beds. En-Suite, Double Garage 
No Forward Chain 


£449,950 D67 



£195,000 D60 


£102,950 d64 


Sycamore Avenue, St. Athan 

4 Beds. Utility. 
Extended. 2 Recps. 
Superb Countryside Views. 


Bullfinch Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
2016 Kitchen/Diner 
Landscaped Rear 



Chestnut Avenue, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Corner Plot 
No Forward Chain 


£79,950 


West End Terrace, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
2 Bathrooms 
Parking for 2 Cars 


£219,950 



£149,950 D62 


Allen Court, Llantwit Major 

4 Beds. Shower Room. 
Replacement Kitchen/Breakfast 
2016 Bathroom. 



Monmouth Way, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Parking For 2 Cars 


£159,950 D57 



Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Beds. 2 Recps. 
Driveway. Southerly Rear. 
Renovated in 2015. 


£177,950 C75 



CaerWorgan, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds. Driveway. 

Well Presented. 

Stone Fronted. 


£204,950 C71 



Partridge Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
No Forward Chain 
Countryside Views 


£94,950 D57 



Hafren, 1 Church Road, Wick 

4 Beds. 2 Recps. 
Driveway. Garage 
Landscaped Gardens 


£324,950 D68 



Broughton Road, Wick 

4 Beds. 3 Recps. 
Superb Countryside Views. 
Sought After Village. 


£499,950 D62 



St. Johns Hill, St. Athan 

2 Beds. Driveway. 
Superb Period Cottage. 
No Chain. 


£184,950 f28 



WImbourne Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds. Kitchen/Diner. 

Show Home Standard. 

Rarely Available. 


£214,950 


WANTED 

TENANTED PROPERTIES 
REQUIRED FOR CASH 
INVESTORS, CF61,CF62, 
CF5, CF11 AND SW3. 
CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE. 
NO CONTACT WITH TENANT 
NECESSARY. 

14 DAY COMPLETION. 

Email full details to 
cardiff@chris-davies.co.uk 



Voss Park Drive, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions. 

Well Presented. 


£259,950 D56 


|lbi 

2 Beds. Extended. 
Conservatory. Wet Room 
Countryside Views. 


£129,950 D63 



Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Ground Floor Flat 
No Forward Chain 


£89,950 C77 



Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Arthur Street, Barry. 

Three Bedroom House, 
Family Bathroom With 
Shower, Large Lounge. 

D64. Band C. 

£550 PCM. 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose. 
Two Bedroom House, 
Shower, Parking. 

C74. Band C. 

£575 PCM. 

Trem Powys, Barry. 

Two Bedrooms, Kitchen 
Diner, Driveway. 

D68. Band D. 

£675 PCM. 

Castle Drive, Dinas Powys. 
Spacious Two Bedroom 
Flat, Two Double Bedrooms, 
Large Kitchen. 

D68. Band C. 

£600 PCM. 

Sea View Place, 

Llantwit Major. 

Three Bedroom Semi 
Detached House, 

Modern Kitchen, 

Modern Bathroom. 

D61. Band D. 

£780 PCM. 

Bullfinch Road, St Athan. 
Two Bedroom 
Terraced House, 

Large Kitchen With 
New Cooker, 

Refurbished Throughout. 
D57. Band C. 

£525 PCM. 

Call Dawn today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791967 

Call Sally today to book a viewing 

01446 791965 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. ' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
. “V COVERING ALL AREAS -™-/ 


MIKE ANDERSON 

BUILDERS EXTRAORDINAIRE 


BUILDING & ROOFING SPECIALIST 


• Renovations 

• Slate & Roof Tiling 
•Timber Framed 

Houses 

• Barn or Loft 
Conversions 


• Conservatories 
•UPVC Windows & 

Doors 

• Wetrooms and 
all invalidity 

• Bathrooms & Showers 



Call now for a FREE estimate 

01656 771870 / 07976 720368 

Email: MAbuilders2015@outlook.com 


NO : 
JOB TOO 
SMALL! 



Building & Civils 


GROUNDWORKS 
DRIVEWAYS - WALLING 
PATHS & KERBS - PATIOS 
DRAINAGE - DEMOLITION 


Tel: 07891 259219 

www.aceplasteringandbuildingservices.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Contact The GEM 
Classified Section 
on 01446 774484; 
or E-Mail Vanessa at: 

vanessa.james@ 

glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


S. ^iMUuns/ *^uUcUnf/ Semices/ 

an(l 


All aspects of building, roofing, fencing, painting, 
patios, lead work, guttering, fascia boards, chimney 
stacks, dormer conversions and much more! 
01446 774824, 07762452451 orsopwil263521@hotmail.com 


Call, Text or Email today for reliable and high quality services! 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


^BLIND SALEH^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8 f Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



Plastering & Building 
_Services 

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERING CONTRACTORS 
‘Bring your home up-to-date with 
a smooth & modem finish/ 


Tel: 07891 259219 

VYVYW.aceplasteringandbuildingservices.co.uk 



MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabied Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairiifts 

• Aii Eiectric Work 

01446 489368 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~Estl987~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Install a Stove 

Log burners, chimneys, external flues. 
HETAS registered, chimney sweep 
Alex Davies 

Solid fuel speclallst/lnstaller 
Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan 
alex.chopper@hotmall.co.uk 07723565047 


Inexpensive 

Painting 

Exterior & Interior 
Using Quality Paint 

Tel: 01656 741586 
07704 535802 



VfiLE CfiRPETS 


co*ne^ to- (fdtc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Uphoktery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


* ^ ^ HETAS 

0twS)OtyA 

HETAS 

19033 

17238 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

1 googleme@guildofmastersweeps | 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

City & Guilds 
^ Certified 
25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 
07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


COWBRIDGE 

KiMli 

Domestic & Commercial work 
Interiors & Exteriors 
Insurance work undertaken 
UPVC Soffits, fascias & guttering 
Clean, tidy & reliable 


^ 01446 781448 www.cowbridgedecorating.com 

07973 628842 email: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 



JONES 8c 
JONES 

DECORATORS 

Interior - Exterior 
Est 30 Years 

01656 664337 

or 

07974 269384 


NIGEL 

BOARDMAN 

Tradesman, 
Painter & Decorator 

Advanced City & Guilds 
Est 1985 • Free Estimates 

07803 571757 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


Advertisers please note: deadline for Classified Section is 
SpiTI Monday (to appear in the following week's edition) 
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AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 



The GEM 

01446 774484 


CA Jones Electrical Services 

• Specialising in all types of electrical heating. 

• Registered to Install Dimplex heaters. 

• Upgrade your old fuse board to a modern MCB 
board from £150. 

• Installing, test & maintaining electrical systems. 

• Keeping standards high & our prices low. 

07889338088 / 01656 864001 

Email: cajoneselectrical@gmail.com 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


07891 965150 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 
Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 




Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


TheGEM 

01446 774484 


Andrew Allen Gas & 
^Plumbing Limited 

^ A family run business 
for your family needs! 

INSTALLATION, SERVICING 
& BREAKDOWNS ON ALL GAS APPLIANCES. 
ALL FIRES & FIRE SURROUNDS INSTALLED 
GAS BOILER SERVICE £50 (with certificate) 

10 Year Warranty Find US today on Facebook. 

on New Boilers TEL: 07891 348113 Wl 
coSns and 07740 518131 ■! 



Combination Boiler & LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reiiabie 

07814 394378 / 01446 774457 


HD computer 
Solutions 


> All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 
’ No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


LUMBERJACKS'^ 


TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 



Guilds 


CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

ALL WORK iS TO THE LATEST 
BRiTiSH STANDARDS BS-3998-2010 

Call for all your Tree, Hedge and Shrub needs 

For a completely free no obligation quote 

• 2 million pounds Public Liability Insurance 

• All credentials happily produced on request 

• All waste generated removed within quotations 


SEASONED HARD WDDD LDGS FDR SALE £801 CUBIC M’ LDDSE 


Free local delivery 


Call Dion anytime 
on 01446 728197 


with this 
advert 


WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
QUOTE 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


THE 

FENCING 

DOCTOR 


AH types of 
fencing undertaken. 
New fencing & repairs 
carried out. 
Supply & fix available. 
New gates supplied 
& fixed. 

Free quotation. 


Call Graham 

07969 039358 


Uortkuttur* 






■cpTi m 


TBfe t1446 mwui 


in 




Btana Kue Dke Serwcee 

cnpriaiictc in felling, pruning, 

OllCbldllbia III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees — ou ^ a . o ^ 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713851 
SITE CLEARANCE or 01921 902129 


NEED A TREE SURGEON? 

All tree woitc undeitaken 

Fully insuied — 

wwwArbCymru 

1EL1165614S017 MOB; 07613669615 


cit«a 

OiWt 


Arborwood Tree Care 

•Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting 'Tree Feiiing • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Poiiarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting • 
Tree Dismantiing • Root Pruning • Ground Ciearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood For Sale 





Vale Mower services^ 


Lawn mower service and repairs 

• Most makes and models. 

• Lawn mowers, ride on mowers, 

chainsaws etc. 

• All types of garden machinery 

Collection service available 


^ Lewis & Lewis ^ 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 

Tel: 07966 265912 
,Mob: 07846 255457 



\ 

VALE 

HEATING 

COMPANY 


Quality • Value • Trust 


• Plumbing I 

• Heating 

• Bathrooms 

• LPG 

• Landlord Certificates 

Tony Patten: 07789222800 
Aberthin, Cowbridge 
Valeheatingco@yahoo.com 


‘DC'Plumhinti 

• NO cail out charge 

• Fiexibie hours 

• No job too smaii 

1:26 Cm. 

iMbM orrt m nn 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DCMESTIC & CCMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators r '. 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Flomes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering •Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


Cal0144$77W4to 
advertise wilhThe GEM,and 


QUEEN OF CLEAN & 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

• Private house keeping • Plastering 

• Office cleaning • Painting & decorating 

• Carpet & upholstery • Home maintenance 

• Oven cleaning • Gardening work 

If you would like to book, enquire or have a quote for 
any of these sen/ices please contact Natalie on: 
07544 938376. natalie.newbury@hotmail.co.uk 


ALL REPAIR WORK 
UNDERTAKEN: ^ 

• LEAD WORK, 

• CHI/VNEY STACKS, 

• ALL FASCIA BOARDS 
& GUTTERING, 

• VELUX UPVC WINDOWS. 


PREMIER 
^ROOFING 
%^WALES LTD 

SLATE & TILE 
SPECIALISTS 


07972 736806 
01446 741574 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S.MroDLETON&SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


CRD 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

All types of guttering and 
repairs from £40.00. Roof 
repairs from £50.00. Fascia, 
Glitter & Conseivatoty Cleaning. 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintenance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


01443 887646AI7899 164310 


Chris Davies 

Plumbing & Heating 


City^ ^ 

Guilds 

Rads, Taps, Bathrooms, 
& Boiler Installations 


07723 024765 




&C0 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

• PLUMBING • CARPENTRY • TILING 
r* FLOORING • PAINTING • DRY WALL LINING 
• PLASTERING AND MUCH MORE 
ALL REALISTIC QUOTES BEATEN 
07870568388 / daviddew72@gmail.com 


Oall 0-1446 
■7’-7’44S4 to 
advertise 
witt-i The 
GEIVI, and 
reael-i 
4S,000 


from 
F^enartfi to 
F^ortKieawl 


TmuiD 


REMOVALS 


Near or far, 
small or large 

01446 734485 
07564 163958 



e * 1.4nmi lu tlm« i4 144 «4il 

iM « A Vine• MaM'ctiMie Tiiiert 

K UMIMI 02>N» 4116 


OK Environmental Services Ltd 

Local family-run business for all your 
liquid waste needs. Cesspits/Septic Tanks, 
Liquid Waste Specialists. 

Contact William Oakes on 01656 862414 
07779 255639/07870 388432 


ATLANTIC 

SELFSIBRIUIE 


Self Storage Containers & 
Lock-Ups sited in Barry 
Manned 7 days a week 
giving you 7 days access 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 


Penarth to Porthcawl 


www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813134123 
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Tiling by Tanya 

^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 
^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
^ Friendly, professional service 
^ No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 




tor Sale 


FIREWOOD 

r Buy 10 
handy bags 
at £5.50 each 

Seasoned & Kiln Dried 

Call 01446 771567 
for bulk winter deals 

1 get 1 free! 

www.topstak.co.uk 

Topstak 


FRAZER METALS 

Wanted for cash in all areas... 

t . Cars, Vans, Lorries, Quads 
It^ & Camper Vans 

In any condition running or not With or without 
MOT, including MOT failures and crashed vehicles. 

£ 50-£3000 

Please ring anytime 7 days morning until midnight. 

Office: 01446 732222 Mobile: 07816 205895 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 


^ Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 , 

(evenings) wanted 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



Immediate payment of up to £10,000 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, 
Aluminium / Stainless steel. 

Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Barry’s newest car u 
dismantling facility | 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

omnnn Free of Charge: 

£10,000 . Light demolition 
ed vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Lead, • All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 
able • Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


BUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 

WANTED 

Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 

WANTED 

WANTED 

DEAD DR ALIVE 
CARS & VANS 

Runners/non runners 
MOT failures 
Accident Damaged 
Anything considered 

MIN £50 PAID 

Camper Van/Caravan 

Any age, any condition, including an 
unfinished project with/without MOT. 
If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331 


friendly service 

Please call 
07933 383 833 


Cars for Sale from 
£200 with MOT. 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvage.com Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


Call 01446 774484 
to advertise with 
The GEM, and 
reach 45,000 homes 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl... 




Robert D Johnson 

CertFP ' - 


Independent Funeral Director 

Family owned and run 


Funeral packages from £2450 

inclusive of essential disbursements 
• 24 hour immediate personal service 
»All funeral arrangements are tailored to your requirement, 
more importantly, your budget 
• Arrangements available seven days a week 
• Private chapel of rest 


29 Holton Rd, Barry CF63 4HA 

A Tel 01446 733844 

Email rjfunerals@gmaiLcom 

WWW. robertdj ohnsonfuneralservices.co.uk 






Cj^ark -fudependent 
. Fu neral (direct ors 

Curing for Yotir Lcnxrd Ones 

24hr Immediate Attention 
Affordable Funeral Packages 
Male & Female Staff 
Funeral Plans Offered 

Horse Drawn Hearse, a motor cycle and sidecar 
hearse, a classic lorry, a Bagpiper, or Doves, 
which are sometimes released at our Funerals 
Eco Friendly Funerals, coffins made 
from natural materials. 



Rebecca Adams 
Senior Funeral Director 


Call us on 02920 705555 www.parkfunerals.co.uk 

3 Andrews Buildings, Stanwell Road, Penarth, CF64 2AA 
7 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 01446 421212 ^ 
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W.H.PREENE&SON 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


Cowbridge and 
the Vale Memorials 

Independent, family 
run business. 

New Memorials 
Additional Inscriptions 
Renovations 

Office at The Limes open 
Tuesday to Friday between 
10am and 4pm 

01446 776823 
CO wbridge valememor iais @ gmai 1 .com 

The Workshop, The Limes, Cowbridge, CF71 7BJ 




Capri, Pompeii 
& the Amalfi Coast 

8 days from £865 Flying direct from 
an airport near you, 13,20 May, 3,17 
Jun, l,8Jul,2,16,23,30 Sept, 7 & 14 
Oct 2017 

Discover the charm and warm hospitality of 
the Neapolitan Riviera. 

Tour highlights 

/ Spend a week in the blissful surroundings 
of the Neapolitan Riviera 
/ Visit the ruins of Roman Pompeii 
/ Discover and explore historic Naples 
/ Journey along the famous Amalfi 
Drive, one of Europe’s most scenic 
coastal roads 

/ Enjoy a full day on the Isle of Capri 
/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced 
tour manager 

/ Seven nights’ three-star half-board 
hotel accommodation, return flights 
and transfers 


call 0330160 7959 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/glgll264 


I These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 

ABTAV7812.ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. ^ ||ABTA 
Single supplements apply Standard phone charges 
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I** JONES 

Neil Carmichael 

(of Bridgend, formerly of Pontycymer) 
Suddenly at home on 16th January 2017. 

A beloved husband, father and bampa. 

He will be loved and missed everyday and 
forever in our hearts. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Wednesday, 1st February at 10.30am. Family flowers 
only. Donations, if desired, to Sandville 
(c/o Penybont Funeral Home). 



MORRIS ^ 

Den 

Suddenly passed avray and taken atvay 
from us, but at rest vrith his beloved and 
adored tvife Jane. 

Much loved stepdad to Dawn, James and 
grandfather to Morgan, Bethan and Ciaran. 

You will always be in our hearts but you 
are now back with mum. 


r* PARFITT 

William ‘BiU’ 

(of Cowbridge) 

Peacefully on January 23 at Brocastle Care 
Home, aged 92. Dearly loved father of Roger, 
father-in-law of Jan and grandad to 
Eliza and Amy. 

Funeral service on February 2 at 2pm at Holy Cross 
Church, Cowbridge. Donations, in lieu of flowers 
please, to be forwarded to the Injured Jockey’s Fund. 


DAVIS ®| 

Edward “Ted” 

Passed away at the University Hospital of Wales, 
Cardiff, on January 15th, Ted of Hilary Rise, 
Barry. Dearly beloved husband of Irene. 

Ted will be sadly missed by all family and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeralcare, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, until his funeral service in 
the chapel on Tuesday, January 31st at 2pm, 
followed by cremation at the Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry at 3pm. 

Family flowers only, but donations, in lieu of 
flowers to the RNLl (Barry Docks Station). 


I^^TRESIDDER®! 

Colin John 

Colin sadly passed away peacefully on January 
17th at Llandough Hospital, following a long 
illness. A much loved dad of Robin, Garry, 
Nicholas, Sandra and their families. 
Cherished gramps to all of his grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 

Colin will be greatly missed by all of his 
family and many friends. 

Resting at The Vale Funeral Service, 181 Court 
Road, Barry until his service at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road, Barry on 
Wednesday, 1st February at 11am. Family floral 
tributes only, although preferred donations may be 
made at the service or via Colin’s online tribute 
page at www.valefuneralservice.co.uk where you 
are also welcome to leave your personal messages 
and memories. All donations received to support Ty 
Hafan Children’s Hospice. 

Colin’s family wish to thank all doctors and medical 
staff for their exemplary care and support given to 
Colin throughout the duration of his illness. 


r* THOMAS 

Robert David ‘Rob’ 

(of Ewenny Road, St Brides Major) 

Passed away suddenly on Friday, 13th January 
2017, aged 51 years. Beloved husband of 
Catherine, loving father to Bryony and Edward. 
Adored son of Eileen and the late Illtyd Thomas. 
Rob will be greatly missed by all of his family and 
friends, especially the community of Cowbridge 
where he was the proprietor of High Rise Books. 
Funeral service and a celebration of Rob’s life is to 
be held on Friday, 3rd February 2017 in Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend at 2.45pm. Family flowers 
only please, however donations in lieu of flowers 
can be made to a local Dementia Care Fund or c/o 
Catherine after the service. 

All further enquiries are to be directed to Rosemount 
Funeral Home, 19 Coychurch Road, Bridgend, 
CF31 3AP. Tel 01656 653156. 



KEMBLE 

Florence May (Anne) 

Peacefully at home with her family around her, 
aged 90 years. Adored wife of Roy for 67 years, 
beloved mother to Soo and Jill and much loved 
grandma to Polly, Dan and Lucy. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Wednesday, Febmary 1 at 1.15pm. Family flowers only. 



QUINN 

Linda Mary 

(Nee Jenkins) 

Suddenly but peacefully on the 9th January, 
2017 at home, Linda, aged 68; beloved mum of 
Debbie and Rachel, a much loved nan to all her 
grandchildren and great grandson. 

Linda will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 
Resting at A. J. Stone & William Ham, la Neville 
Street, Canton, Cardiff, CFll 6LP, until the service on 
Thursday, 2nd February 2017 at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend, Crallo Chapel at 11.30am. 
Donations, if so desired, to The Dog Trust (Bridgend). 


NIBLETT 

Mary Christine 

Peacefully on the 18th January 2017 at College 
Fields Nursing Home, Mary, aged 85 years, sadly 
passed away surrounded by her loving family. 
Beloved wife of the late Ken, a loved mother 
of Graham, Peter, Tina, Jeff, Glyn, Ann and 
Deborah. Mother-in-law of Barbara, Rosemary, 
Alun, Jan, Robert and Tim. Cherished nan to 
her grandchildren and Nanny Mary to her 
great grandchildren. 

Mary will be received into St Helen’s RC Church 
Barry at 5pm on Monday, 30th January. Funeral 
service to take place on Tuesday, 31st January at 
9.30am at St Helen’s RC Church, Barry, followed 
by interment at Barry Cemetery. 

Family flowers only. Donations, if desired, may be 
made at the service or sent to Park Funeral 
Directors, Barry to support the Alzheimer’s Society 
and Ty Hafan Children’s Hospice. 


MORGAN 

Fred 

The family would like to thank everyone who 
attended Fred’s funeral, the numbers who 
turned out were overwhelming. Your love and 
support was greatly appreciated. 

He will be missed by all. 



Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Jonathan Thomas 
trading as Jonathan 
Thomas Contracting 
of New Parc Farm, St 
Donats, Llantwit 
Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF61 1ZB. 
To add operating centre 
to keep 1 goods 
vehicles and 1 trailers at 
Tarmac Limited, 
Cornelly Quarru Heol- 
Y-Splott Road, South 
Cornelly, Porthcawl, 
CF33 4RD 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 

3 Tient of that land 
be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hlllcrest House, 386 
Harehllls Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy 
of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the 
top of this notice. 

A Guide to Making 
Representations Is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 


Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Jonathan Thomas 
trading as Jonathan 
Thomas Contracting 
of New Parc Farm, St 
Donats, Llantwit 
Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF61 1ZB. 
To add operating centre 
to keep 1 goods 
vehicles and 2 trailers at 
New Parc Farm, St 
Donats, Llantwit 
Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF61 1ZB. 
Cwners or occupiers of 
land (Including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 

3 rient of that land 
be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hlllcrest House, 386 
Harehllls Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy 
of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the 
top of this notice. 

A Guide to Making 
Representations Is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 


Happy 21st Birthday 



on 26 January 


lots of love,^ 
Mum, Gramps, 
Callum, Kenno, 
Nan & Bob xxx 



Community Council Clerk 

(Part Time) 

Applications are invited to fill a vacancy for the position of 
Clerk to St Nicholas with Bonvilston Community Council. 
Details of the role can be obtained from 

www.stnicholaswithbonvilstoncc.co.uk 
or by email at paul.fisher@btinternet.com 
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Allied Healthcare 


RECRUITING 
WEEKEND 
STAFF NOW! 

£8 per hour plus mileage 
& holiday pay. For 
immediate interview call: 

01446 747777 


Are you fit 
to deliver 

The GEM 

Please ring: 

01202 811666 

info® thedistribution 
business.co.uk 


you fit to deliver? w 

We need fit reliable people to help distribute the 

Olaitiorgaii OEM 

newspaper to local homes, once a week. 

• TEENAGERS 
(aged 13 years and over) 

• ACTIVE SENIOR 
CITIZENS 

• HOUSEWIVES - STUDENTS 
SHIFTWORKERS 

Please ring: 01202 811666 

email info @ thedistributionbusiness .co .uk 

If we do not have an immediate vacancy in your 
area, vour details will be placed on our waitine BB 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
For Motors - £24 inc. VAT 
for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


Acorn 

Slimline Stairlift 

for straight stairs. 
Price includes fitting 
by trained engineer. 

£500 

01446 711739 


Roma 

Shoprider 

Scooter 

complete with 
battery and charger. 

£250 one 

01656 862134 . 


Rover 45 
I.SXLAuto 

42,628 miles 
10 months M0T,VGC 

£550 

01446421326 


Double Sofa Bed 

(2.5m width) Brown 
fabric & suede trim. 

Fabric treated. 
VGC-top quality. 

£150 

07849 667692 

(Buyer collect) 


Call 01446 
774484 to advertlse\ 
with The GEM, and 
reach 45,000 
homes from 


Porthcawl 




Madeira Discovered 

8 days from £689 Flying direct from 
an airport near you, February, April, 
October, November 2017, February, 
March & April 2018 
The colourful wonders of the ‘Garden Isle’. 

Tour highlights 

/ Enjoy a week of gentle exploration on the 
verdant‘Garden Isle’ 

/ Madeira’s colourful capital, Funchal 
/ The city’s Botanical Gardens 
/ Discover local flavours on an included 
espetada evening 

/ Explore Western Madeira, with its 
soaring cliffs and picturesque sea-side 
settlements 

/ Eastern Madeira is dotted with traditional 
‘A-frame’cottages 

/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced 
tour manager 

/ Seven nights’ three-star bed and 
breakfast hotel accommodation, return 
flights and transfers 



These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 
ABTAV7812.ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. llABTA 

Single supplements apply Standard phone charges 
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SUPPORTERS CELEBRATE 
GUIDE DOG DAY LANDMARK 



SUPPORTERS of 
Guide Dogs Cymru 
in Bridgend are 
celebrating a 
magnificent 
milestone. 

Just six years since it 
was set up, the charity’s 
local fundraising group 
has raised more than 
£50,000 - enough to 
train and support a 
guide dog from birth to 
retirement - and 
members celebrated the 
achievement at their 
January meeting in 


Heronston Hotel. 

Organiser Norah 
Clarke of Porthcawl 
said: “We’ve done it 
mainly by attending 
local events and holding 
store collections. It’s all 
down to the 
commitment and 
dedication of a small 
committee and the 
fantastic generosity of 
residents and 
organisations across the 
county borough. 

“Just last Saturday, 
we had a bucket 
collection in Tesco in 
Maesteg and raised 


Scout Council 
issues appeal 
for volunteers 


AFTER last year’s 
success of Cub 
Scouting’s 100th 
birthday I need to 
request your 

support. 

We need help to find 
more volunteers in wide 
ranging roles that need to 
be filled to continue to 
offer Scouting to more 
young people. Please 
would you review the 
types of roles we have 
listed below and think of 
people you know, both 
family and friends, who 
may be able to help us 
with volunteering for one 
of these roles. 

There are many 
different volunteering 
roles available. 

Some are weekly 
opportunities, and 
include the routine 
meetings held for people 
aged six to 25. Adults 
and young leaders (aged 
14 to 18) are invited to 
apply. 

There are also 
management and 

strategic roles, and 
executive positions on 


offer. 

Scouting also needs 
supporters, people who 
can work in the Scout 
shop, web publishing and 
social media editors to 
keep our online presence 
up to date and media 
writers to get the good 
news about Scouting out 
in the community. 

We also need 
photographers and 
videographers to capture 
our activities, and 
activity instructors as 
well as activity 
supporters to help out at 
district events. For most 
roles, a DBS check is 
required, and many of the 
voluntary positions have 
‘getting started’ training 
involved. 

Please contact me on 
0330 330 1907 or email 
Julian® penarthanddistri 
ct.org.uk to discuss these 
positions. 

JULIAN JORDAN 
District 
Commissioner. 


more than £525. People 
are so kind, and really 
interested in our dogs.” 

The Bridgend group 
is chaired by guide dog 
owner Keith Barrett of 
Comtown, who has 
been blind since he was 
a baby. He raised more 
than £5,000 for Guide 
Dogs Cymru by riding a 
tandem from Paris to 
Swansea with the help 
of a friend from the 
Ogmore Valley 


Wheelers cycling club, 
and is currently paired 
with his sixth dog, 

Lena. 

He and other 
members enjoy giving 
talks to groups of all 
ages, and some board 
guide dogs while the 
owners are away. Others 
train puppies during 
their first year, a role 
known as puppy 
walking. 

The group is 


planning a busy 2017, 
with events including a 
quiz night at Laleston 
Gardening Club on 
Saturday, June 3. The 
next group meeting is at 
the Heronston Hotel at 
7pm on Tuesday March 
28, and newcomers are 
welcome. For more 
information, ring Norah 
Clarke on 01656 
786018. 

DR 



Woody’s Lodge — a 

Barry hub for veterans 


Jane Hutt AM with the Cabinet Secretary, Noel Godfrey 
and Mr Woodland and Sian Woodland. 


ON January 23, Jane Hutt 
AM hosted at an event in the 
Senedd highlighting the 
Woody’s Lodge initiative to 
support veterans in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

She welcomed Cabinet Secretary 
Carl Sargeant AM, who spoke in 
support of the initiative. 

Volunteers have been refurbishing 
Woody’s Lodge - a former naval 
rating accommodation at RNR HMS 
Cambria, Barry - in order to create a 
communications and social hub for 
veterans. Woody’s Lodge is named 


after Penarth Royal Marine Paul 
‘Woody’ Woodland, who tragically 
died during a training exercise in 
2012. 

The AM said; “I was delighted to 
welcome members and supporters of 
Woody’s Lodge management board to 
the Senedd today. Named in honour 
of Paul Woodland, the hub will 
provide a safe space for veterans in 
need. 

“The hard work of the staff and 
volunteers at Woody’s Lodge will 
mean that veterans in my constituency 
and further afield will be able to 
access vital resources and support.” 



Pictured, left to right: John Dickinson, Sam (Prince of Wales 
landlord) Geraint (Ellie^s father) and Helen Embling. 


Coychurch quizzers 
boost Elite’s life¬ 
changing journey 


ON January 12, the Prince of 
Wales (Coychurch) Thursday 
Night Quizzers presented a 
cheque for £1,335 to Geraint 
Collier, the father of Ellie, in 
support of her ‘SDR Journey’. 

Three-year-old Ellie, from Coity, 
has hemiplegic cerebral palsy and the 
family are hoping to raise £65,000 for 
Just4Children to support Ellie to go to 
St Louis Children’s Hospital in 
Missouri for a Selective Dorsal 
Rhizotomy (SDR) operation, that 
would change her life. 

SDR would reduce the spasticity in 
Elbe’s right leg and allow development 
of muscles that were previously 
hindered. It will ensure that she 
doesn't suffer with bone deformities 
and contractures when she is older. 

Ellie will also need two years of 
intensive physiotherapy to ensure that 


the operation is successful. 

Jumping, walking down the stairs, 
and riding a bike are things Ellie can’t 
do now and will struggle to do in the 
future without an operation. 

Through the efforts of her family, 
Coity Villagers’ Association and 
others, three-quarters of the £65,000 
needed to take Ellie to America for this 
life-changing operation has been raised 
in only 10 months. 

Geraint has a further programme of 
fundraising over the coming months 
and we look forward to hearing the 
wonderful news in the not too distant 
future, that Elbe’s SDR Journey target 
has been reached. 

If you would like to help Ellie on the 
journey which will change her life, 
visit Ellie’s SDR Journey 
‘ Jus tdChildren’ online. 

HELEN EMBLING 


Voluntary group looks 
back on a good day 



Staffing the Dinas Powys Voluntary 
Concern stand John Eanshaw, Wendy 
Lees, Chris Pranks (vice chair). 

Rugby fans jet off 
to catch ‘Les Bleus’ 
away in Six Nations 


WALES rugby 
supporters will be 
jetting off in their 
droves this Six 
Nations to see the 
home nation take 
on the ‘Blues 
Away’. 

In February and 
March almost 6,000 fans 
are expected to travel 
through Cardiff to see 
Wales play Italy, France 
and Scotland. 

Some 3,600 
supporters will be 
travelling to and from 
Rome for the first match 
- Italy vs Wales - on 
February 5. 

The ‘Celtic clash’ 
between Scotland and 
Wales on February25 
with a host of rugby 
charter flights departing 
from Cardiff. A total of 
1,100 supporters will 


travel via Enterair. 

Ahead of the France 
vs Wales game on March 
18, around 1,100 Welsh 
supporters will travel to 
and from Paris on 
Flybe’s regular daily 
service as web as on 
special charter services 
operated by Carpatair 
and Vuebng. 

Spencer Bims, 
commercial director at 
Cardiff Airport, said: 
“Rugby is a huge part of 
Welsh culture and we’re 
proud to play our part 
and fly the flag for 
Wales all year round. 
With all of the scheduled 
services available to 
Italy, Scotland and 
France, there is still time 
to book a flight to 
support Wales away. 
Cymru am byth!” 


BUSINESS was 
brisk at the Dinas 
Powys Voluntary 
Concern stall for 
the volunteers’ 
event organised in 
the Vale recently. 

John Eanshaw, chair of 
the charity said he was 
delighted with the 
response from visitors. 
“The purpose of the day 
was to encourage people 
to volunteer. There were 
huge ranges of 
organisation present, 
ranging from 

Alzheimer’s Society, to 
Barry Community 
Allotment to the 
Samaritans. 

“We received inquiries 
from a number of people. 
What was impressive 
was the enormous 
number of voluntary 
organisations in the 
Vale.” 

If people want to learn 
more about Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern, 
contact 02920 513700 or 
info@dpvc.org.uk. Also, 
call into the office 
Murchfield Community 
Centre, Sunnycroft Lane, 
Dinas Powys (CP64 
4QQ). 
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Defeated... BUT BARRY TOWN UNITED 
IMPRESS IN LEAGUE CUP FINAL 


OVER 800 supporters travelled the short distance to the capital 
to support Barry Town United as they faced TNS in the 
Nathaniel MG Cup final. This was the biggest game the club 
had been involved in arguably 14 years, and they put in a strong 
performance that, despite the defeat, left their supporters 
proud. Well done! 


(See back page for the match report). 
























































44 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news _ Thursday January 26th, 2017 





rs in business" 

’AWAWfl liOPBf 



* Open 6 days a week 
8.30am till late 

* Bumper scuffs 

* Wheel refurbishments 

* Resprays 

* Light and Heavy Accident 
Repairs 


* Courtesy cars provided 

* We will guarantee to beat 
any genuine like-for-like 
quotation 

* We deal with all major 
insurance companies 

* Non fault accident 
specialist 


Had an accident but not your fault? 

Give us a call, we take all the hassle away from dealing 
with the insurance companies. 

01446 772757 

email; goodasnew1@hotniail.co.uk 
www.goodasnewcrashrepairs.co.ul( 

UnN. 400 PenRyn Way 
Vste Business Park, Llandow CF717PF 




Dinas Powys Wolves are 
the magnificent seven! 



Barry Chess 
Club news 
round-up 


DINAS POWYS 
Wolves put in a 
majestic 
performance of 
great attacking 
football in the first 
round of South 
Wales under-14s 
Cup against 

Maesteg Park. 

The young lads have 
been training hard on 
attacking options and 
defending as a unit for 
weeks now, and on 
Saturday it paid off with 
seven goals and a clean 
sheet. 

Kyle Booker opened 
the scoring before 
Bayley Harewood made 
it 2-0. Rian Thomas read 
his lines well and a move 
right off the training 
pitch saw him add 
number three. 

At the break the 
Wolves looked in control 
but were reminded that it 
was vital not to switch 
off as the visitors were 
more than capable of 
scoring. 

The home side came 
out of the blocks with an 
intensity that is 
becoming a familiar sight 
now, and further goals 
from Booker and 
Harewood put the game 
to bed. 

Frost and Lewis 
marshalled the back four 
while Quest and 
Williams stopped any 
threat wide showing 
strength and pace. 

In the middle Joe 
Doughty and Zac Fifield 
won the ball and played it 


RESULTS for the 
week commencing 
January 9 are as 
follows: 

First division: SV 
Gals (B Pycroft, C 
Gaffney 30) 297, Pila 
Palas (A William 30) 
271; Barry Stars (C 
Lambeth 34) 341, 

Family and Friends (S 
Brown, R Cummings 

31) 323; Coppers (H 
Ford 31) 3330, Bakers 
Dozen (K James 35) 

317; Colcot Ladies (C 
Fenton, K Taylor 28) 
261, Red Admiral (M 
McCarthy, S Hayes 24) 
232; Allsorts (S Tierney 
29) 247, Space Finders 
(L Jones 24) 247; Cigar 
Ladies (A McCarthy 33) 
305, Family Affair (S 
John 32) 286; Special 
Angels (L Brigham, L 
Mountford 22) 219, 
Bobby’s Girls (G 
Toogood 25) 206. 

Second division: 
Witchill Widows (S 
Murray 33) 299, Cad 
Con Fillies (T Dyball 

32) 309; Airways Angels 
(J Thomas 24) 238, 
Breakaways (C Parfitt 
28) 270; Merry Makers 
(H Duddridge 28) 201, 
Clickies (ABatt 28) 186; 
S V Lights (G Douglas, 
D Masterman 30) 260, 
Fallen Angels (R Phillips 


simple as their work rate 
was hard to match. 

The hard working 
Thomas was replaced 
with Saunders, who kept 
the visitors deep and 
Hewitson’s movement 
was proving very 
difficult to handle. 

Jacob Pereira replaced 
the impressive Doughty 
which allowed Fifield the 
opportunity to push on 
and he was rewarded 
with a fine goal. Booker 
added the seventh to 
complete his hat-trick. 

Dylan Morris was 
called on late in the game 
and stood strong to earn 
his clean sheet. 

A large crowd were 
treated to teas and 
coffees to keep warm. 
Wolves certainly were a 
credit to the Vale League 
with a performance on 
and off the pitch. 

Thank you to all who 
ensured the game was 
playable and Maesteg 
who made it an enjoyable 
match for the neutral. 


27) 266; Witchill 
Weebies (S Dobbinson 
36) 318, Castaways (P 
Clissett 32) 299. 

Third division: Little 
Devils (L Bowsher 25) 
249, Vixens (M Marks 
31) 212; Challengers (D 
Collard 35) 310, Rebels 
(S Williams, P Stacey 

28) 286; Upton Girls (L 
Hobbs 27) 239, Rugby 
Triers (S Watts, K 
Brooke 20) 194; SV 
Ladies (S Humphries 34) 
300, Hill Billies (G 
Moorcraft 32) 279; 
Twilights (C Brown 25) 
176, La Belles (E Cordy 
25) 225; Etcetera (S 
Dyke 24) 223, Witches 
(P Cookson, S Beer, L 
Carey 25) 235; 
Westenders (R Morgan 
24) 239, Dolly Mixtures 
(L Marsh 27) 249. 

Fourth division: Nite 
Outers (L Nyshore 24) 
201, Optimists (E Payle 

29) 262; Boozy Birds (S 
Rudeforth 33) 312, Off 
The Rails (I Rosser 40) 
309; Socialites (S Marks 
28) 262, Persuaders (C 
Organ 32) 291; Guardian 
Angels (T Mountjoy 23) 
192, Liberals (S Allen 
21) 176; Odd Bods (R 
Perry, T Ceriani 27) 143, 
Witchill Wanderers (C 
Morrissey 29) 166. 


JUST the two 
league matches for 
the Barry Chess 
Club last week. 

The results were 
different leaving the two 
Barry teams involved in 
matches in entirely 
different situations in 
their respective 
divisions. 

The Camelots in 
Division 2 started the 
second half of the 
season at home to the 
Caerphilly Castles. 

In the reverse fixture 
we lost by a margin of 
3.5-1.5. This time 
around we managed 
wins by Sam Jukes, 
Chris Green and Tom 
Cooke. Marc Cooke 
and Stephen Bonutto 
recorded draws to give 
us a comfortable win by 
4-1. 

With eight games to 
go the Camelots sit 
comfortably in fifth 
place. There is no 
chance of getting into 
the promotion race 
unless we can continue 
our current vein of form 
over all of the remaining 
games. 

This is our fourth 
consecutive victory with 
the last three games all 
being 4-1. We are, 
however, six points 
above the relegation 
zone so hopefully we 
will not be dragged into 
a relegation fight. 

In Division 4 the 
Quarks entertained the 
Pontypridd Phoenix. 

We lost the reverse 
fixture 3.5-1-5 and to 
show a manner of 
consistency we lost this 
home match by the 
same margin. 

Our points came from 
draws by Peter Watkins, 
John Ryles in his first 
match for many seasons 
and also by the 


consistent Martin 
Ricketts, who has drawn 
all three of his matches 
in 2017. 

The league table 
makes dismal reading as 
we remain in eighth 
place. We have caught 
up to the team in 
seventh place by a 
massive 0.5 points to 
leave us four points 
behind Bridgend C with 
a game in hand. 

Elsewhere in Division 
4 big wins for Rhondda 
Spitfires and North 
Cardiff Panthers leave 
us marooned in fifth 
place. 

We are now six 
points behind the 
promotion places with 
only seven matches to 
play. 

We are comfortably 
ahead of the team in 
sixth place so we have 
very little to play for 
except pride. 

The Barry Chess 
Club meets at 7.30pm 
each Monday at the 
West End Club, St. 
Nicholas Road, Barry, 
CF62 6QY. 

The club is open to 
players of all standards; 
whether you are 
interested in playing 
competitive chess or just 
the occasional friendly 
games. 

New players are very 
welcome to just turn up 
on the night but if you 
contact one of the club 
members through the 
website we can explain 
what is happening on 
the night you have in 
mind, and arrange for 
someone to greet you on 
your arrival. 

For more details visit 
our website at 
http d/barrychessclub .yo 
lasite.com. 


PHIL JONES 


ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 

Professional quality, 
paintwork repairs at a fraction 
of traditional body shop costs 

•Quick 'Convenient 'Fully Guaranteed 

/Bumper Scuffs /Alloy Wheels 
/Paintwork Scratches /Minor Dents 

To arrange for your free estimate call 

Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 
0800 028 7878 


Barry and 
District 
Ladies Skittle 
League 
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Gravells.com 

Gravells 

New Year Specials 

Kia Picanto 1.0 H' Air 5dr Kia Rio 1.25 Air 5dr 
ONLY £8383 ONLY £8995 

0% APR 4.9% APR 

£119 £149 

A MONTH A MONTH 

£1000 £1000 


DEPOSIT DEPOSIT 



Fuel coraumption fiajre»ii rrpg (VI OOkml for the rerw of Kia modeh shoMn an: Urban 28.2 (10.01 -80.7 (IS), Extra Utan 43.S (6.5)- 94.2 (30). Corabned 37 J 
17.61- 8S313.2) C(j 2 emissions are 189 - SSo/knv Ml% ngures are official EU test flojres for comparative purposes ana rrrau not reflect real driving results. > vm 

tiCllCOO^«4v*«v»4urxiiAr^ fMrrytu Fcr 

«v«tf•^g4«^^M«:hnrB9«1■rvdb*tcr» 11M»rhX)l7 K4KRki A# CiKhS>nc9 (010431 Oafsii* (taGQOd^4m(Bjii(««Crad4 (1104 V Mbmt(ir247, V Wbrtt4« AigaMntu at ( UOiib.aiO rM 

CWhi«(c 4 rolA^AiVCiutt Bl K^Qt^v II) I 4« S* vv4h t iC(!iCl *«cll fWMP tif 17 6000fr»«r Uirri itifirvM)4t PSupfi I 

10AoCllrr4»nMr«/acti#w'» wwTaRtu m 8arir««>4McifKi3«« 4«lt aiwwiiUxoiA Orfor etfor «(rv Avrora* ai^prt toMoua TMTmar«ic«nit»aiHe44 IV^oraaw QtarpniMfMaTYpigmajtMrsMMi 

^tyv^ (K»f»SiTV»iMrT«C»S«C40atl0tr»C»H]Ot<iCriTiMgfrCirF4«MX- ArOC|ai»OdrruJl^a(itattil9LC00^4M..tM«S^fT4M9t{nj^l4^p«rfT4l» rOj^MLl.MOTO^TV^VB<l£l.#vT)LAUt^l»V7,ie^iPfii40€ItM 
mnictlfwmfmmTmntttwrwmw liytlam Qi n » r w t^rf ajct w n yttw «4av«acfjtgi««k«4«4« iTiOtim ltliMoCiir«nnamRt41 lUI 
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GARY WATSON MOTOR CO. 




12 MINI Cooper 1.6 

In white silver with 
black roof, 23,000 miles 

Reduced to £7,995 



61 NISSAN Juke Tekna 
1.6 DIG-T 

In met silver, 37,000 miles 
with sat-nav 

£8,995 



61 SKODA Yeti 2.0 
Diesel SE+TDi 4x4 

In pacific blue, 77,000 miles. 


£8,995 


BENTLEY Arnage 6.8 Twin Turbo R Auto 

In peacock blue with cream hide, 50,000 miles 

from new, luxury motoring at .£29,995 

RANGE ROVER Sport 3.6 TDV8 HSE Auto 
In ball blue with black leather, 60,000 miles, 

high spec.£19,995 

RANGE ROVER 3.6 TDV8 Vogue Auto In black with 

cream leather, 69,000 miles, high spec.£19,995 

RANGE ROVER Sport 3.0TDV6 HSE Auto In silver 

with black trim, 86,000 miles .£18,995 

FORD S-Max Titanium X 2.2TDCi Sport In midnight 

sky, 26,000 miles, 7 seater diesel .£16,995 

BMW Z4 5 Drive 35i Auto In met-grey with leather 

trim, 59,000 mile convertable at.£13,995 

VOLKSWAGEN Passat CC Blue Motion-Tech 2.0 
TDi Automatic In black, only 19,000 miles....£13,495 
JAGUAR XK8 Automatic In met-green with cream leather, 

only 23,000 miles from new, superb example.£12,995 

FORD B-Max 1.0 Titanium In blazer blue, 18,000 

miles, under ford warranty.£9,495 

PEUGEOT Rcz 1.6 (156) GT In blue with grey 

leather, 34,000 miles .£9,495 

MERCEDES Cl 80 CGI Blue Efficiency SE Auto 
In palladium silver, only 38,000 miles, bluetooth, 

I parking sensor etc .£9,495 

61 NISSAN Juke Tekna 1.6 DIG-T In met silver, 37,000 
miles with sat-nav .£8,995 

61 SKODA Yeti 2.0 Diesel SE-hTDI 4x 4 In pacific blue, 

77,000 miles, 1 owner.£8,995 

65 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Limited Edition 3-Dr In red 
with black roof, 13,905 miles, 1 owner .£8,695 

62 VOLKSWAGEN Jetta 1.6 Diesel Automatic 
I Blue Motion SE In met-grey, 55,000 miles, 

1 owner.£8,495 

NISSAN Qashqai 1.5 DCi Accenta In met-burgundy, 

47,000 miles from new.£8,495 

FORD S-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec Automatic In black, 

68,000 miles, diesel 7-seater .£8,495 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi Dynamique Media Nav 

5-Dr In silver, 39,000 miles, free road tax. 

. REDUCED TO £7,995 

MINI One 1.6 In red, 31,000 miles, 1 owner with 

alloys, climate, pepper pack.£7,995 

VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 Match 5-Dr In silver, 

10,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,995 

VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesel SE Nav Automatic 

In very berry, 57,000 miles . 

. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

CITROEN DS3 D Sport Plus 1.6THP In white with 

black roof, 48,000 miles, full leather trim.£7,995 

MINI Cooper 1.6 In white silver with black roof, 23,000 

miles. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusive Diesel 

Estate In silver, 43,000 miles.£7,995 

MAZDA MX5 1.8i Roadster Coupe In true red, 

48,000 miles, solid roof convertible.£7,995 

PEUGEOT 3008 Aless HDi 5-Dr In met red, 

29,000 miles.£7,695 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SE 5-Dr In white, 29,000 

miles, a/c alloys etc .£7,695 

VAUXHALL Adam Glam 1.4 In very berry with 
cream roof, 25,000 miles, 1 owner, bluetooth, 

pan roof etc .£7,595 

SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZL 3-Dr In black with white 

roof, 19,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,495 

CITROEN DS31.6 HDi Style-E In encre met with white 
roof, 52,000 mile diesel hatch, free road tax ....£7,495 
SKODA Yeti 1.2 TSi SE In aqua blue, 46,000 

miles . REDUCED BY £500TO £7,495 

PEUGEOT 208 Active 1.2 5-Dr In black, 26,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£6,995 

VAUXHALL Zafira Exclusiv 1.6 In royal blue, 26,000 

miles, very reliable 7 seater family car.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.5 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr In black, 

56,000 miles. 1 owner, free road tax .£6,995 

CITREON C4 VTR 1.6 HDi Automatic In silver, 

33,000 miles with panoramic roof.£6,995 

NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acenta In met nightshade, 

72,000 miles, 2 owners.£6,995 

PEUGEOT 5008 Sport 1.6 Diesel 7-Seater In 

met-grey, 58,000 miles.£6,995 


12 FORD Focus 1.6 Titanium 5-Dr silver, 70,000 
miles. REDUCED BY £500TO £6,495 

62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr In white, 32,000 miles, 

with a/c alloys etc.£6,495 

11 SKODA Octavia 1.4 TSi Elegance 5-Dr In silver, 

48,000 miles, 2 owners.£6,495 

64 PEUGEOT 108 Active 3-Dr In red, 23,000 miles, 1 
owner, free road tax.£6,295 

63 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Energy 3-Dr In white, 

20,000 miles, one owner.£5,995 

12 MERCEDES A160 Blue-Efficiency Avant Garde SE 

In met blue, 54,000 Miles. 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

62 SKODA Rapid SETSi 5-Dr In white, 59,958 miles, 

very nice example at .£5,995 

61 CITROEN DS3 1.6 HDi Style In white with black 
roof, 73,000 miles, diesel, free road tax ....£5,995 

60 SEAT Leon 1.2 TSi ‘S’5-Dr In black, 43,000 miles. 

Good looking car .£5,995 

09 VOLVO V50 1.8 Sport In red, 56,000 miles with 

alloys, a/c, good looking estate .£5,995 

11 CITROEN C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi Exclusive In met- 
grey, 63,000 miles, diesel .£5,695 

10 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.6 TDCi SE 5-Dr In met 

blue, 74,000 miles, diesel hatch.£5,495 

11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE 5-Dr In met grey, 

41,000 miles with air-con etc.£4,995 

61 RENAULT Clio 1.6 GT Line VVTi Automatic In 

blue, 16,000 miles, with sat-nav. 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

11 MAZDA 2 Sport 1.5 5-Dr In spirited green, 74,000 

miles, very nice throughout.£4,995 

10 HYUNDAI 120 Comfort 1.4 Automatic 5-Dr 

In red, 38,000 miles .£4,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Edge Automatic 5-Dr In 

mulbury metalic, 41,000 miles . 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Titanium 3-Dr Automatic In hot 

magenta, 53,000 miles. 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

09 MINI One 1.4 In met grey with pepper pack, alloys 
etc, 57,000 miles.£4,995 

59 VOLKSWAGEN Passat High Line 2.0 TDi 

Automatic In met-grey with black leather trim, 
88,000 miles.£4,995 

56 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 1.6 3-Dr In black, 69,000 

miles, 2 owners 4x4 with extras at.£4,995 

58 HONDA Civic 1.8 EX 5-Dr Black with black leather 

trim, 66,000 miles, high spec.£4,695 

58 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.9 TDi (105) 5-Dr Match In 

met grey, 70,000 miles, diesel .£4,695 

05 BMW 118i SE Automatic 5-Dr In met-grey, 57,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic example at.£4,495 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Titanium 3-Dr In black, 

79,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,295 

08 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Automatic In met-blue, 

36,000 miles, very nice example.£4,295 

08 VOLKSWAGEN Eos 2.0 Convertable In black, 

79,000 miles, 4 seater with solid roof.£4,295 

10 RENAULT Megane Dynamique 1.6 5-Dr 
In extreme blue, 57,000 miles, bluetooth, 
alloys etc . REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,995 

60 CITROEN Cl VTR-h 5-Dr In red, 46,000 miles, low 

insurance and road tax .£3,995 

09 SEAT Ibiza 1.2S 3-Dr In nayara blue, 55,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,995 

08 CITROEN C4 Picasso 1.6 Diesel VTR Auto 

In met muave, 85,000 mile 7-seater .£3,995 

09 FORD Focus 2.0 TDi 136 Zetec Automatic 
Estate In met-blue, ideal family estate at .. £3,695 
06 SAAB 93 Linear 2.0 Convertable (150) In black 

with cream leather, 66,000 miles.£3,495 

58 FIAT 500 1.2 In mama blue, with glass roof and 

alloys, £30 road tax.£3,295 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 64,000 
miles, a/c, alloys.£2,295 


• ^ 


62 CITROEN DS3 D 
Sport Plus 1.6 THP 

In white with black roof, 48,000 
miles, full leather trim 

£7,995 





62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 
Zetec 5-Dr 

In white, 32,000 miles, with 
a/c allots etc 

£6,495 


ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH NEW MOT AND 3 MONTHS RAC WARRANTY 


01446 722600 

www.GARYWATSONMOTORCOMPANY.co.uk - 


black X)rsH 
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Club’s drive sees thousands 
raised for Marie Curie 


MEMBERS of a Penarth golf club 
have succeeded in their driving 
ambition to raise funds for a 
nearby charity. 

Glamorganshire Golf Club’s ladies’ and 
men’s captains joined forces to raise funds 
for the Marie Curie Cardiff and the Vale 
Hospice, which is just a mile down the road 
from the club. 

Ladies’ captain for 2015/16, Alison 
Smith, said she and men’s captain Alan 
Buchan, had decided to combine their 
charities of the year, because both wanted 
something local to contribute to. 

“My mother was in the hospice at 


Penarth a long time ago, nearly 20 years 
ago, but we have never forgotten the 
wonderful care she received while she was 
there,” said Alison. 

The club donated more than £2,500 to 
the hospice, which provides round-the- 
clock expert care and support to those 
living with terminal illness and their 
families. 

In order to raise funds, all proceeds from 
the ladies’ charity open day went to the pot, 
along with raffles at the Easter fair, 
Christmas fair and ladies’ open day. 

The men also raised money on their open 
day, and during the presidents’ weekend - 
which was held in memory of former 


president Peter Corrigan, who died in 2016 
- funds were also raised for the charity. 

Alison said she was pleased with the 
amount raised, adding: “The main thing is 
that it benefits the people in the hospice and 
the local community.” 

Clare Wright, community fundraiser, 
said: “A huge thank you to all members of 
Glamorganshire Golf Club for their 
fantastic effort in raising £2517 for Marie 
Curie. 

“The funds raised will greatly benefit the 
care and support provided at our Cardiff 
and the Vale Hospice.” 

Marie Curie is now recruiting volunteers 
for its Great Daffodil Appeal 2017. 


Tim and Alan Ladies captain 
in great form drives in for 2017! 


A B E R T H I N 
National Hunt 
trainer Tim 

Vaughan has been 
in cracking form of 
late. 

Last Friday at 
Chepstow his Tanit 
River, partnered by Alan 
Johns, landed the Best 
Odds Guaranteed at 188 
Bet Chase Novices’ 
Limited Handicap at 
odds of 16-1 and his 
Fields Of Glory, which 
made the 407 miles long 
trip to Musselburgh, took 
the Celebrating 30 Years 
Of Jumps Racing At 
Musselburgh Handcap 
Chase under champion 
jockey Richard Johnson. 

Fields Of Glory went 
off at odds of 4-1 and 
those lucky punters who 
backed both horses in a 
£1 double won £80. 

Tanit River, which Tim 
believes could be a 
Welsh Grand National 


prospect, came home 17 
lengths ahead of the 
Jonjo O’Neill trained 
Join The Clan and Fields 
Of Glory won by half-a- 
length from Chain Of 
Beacons. 

Twenty-four hours 
later at Hay dock Park, 
Tim’s seven-year-old 
DadsInTrouble won the 
closing Peover Handicap 
Hurdle with Alan Johns 
in the saddle. 

At Chepstow, Paul 
Morgan who used to 
work for Tim, saw his 
Court Frontier win the 
188Bet.Co.UK Handicap 
Chase in good style 
under Denis O’Regan 
and former Welsh point- 
to-pointer Gardiners Hill 
ridden by Paul Moloney 
finished five lengths 
ahead of Tim’s William 
Money in the Bet To Get 
30 At 188Bet Handicap 
Chase. 


BRIAN 

LEE 


Mini football 
section a success 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan mini 
section added the 
under-6s age group 
over a year ago to 
play out of Jenner 
Park on a Sunday 
morning. 

This age group has 
now grown to over 18 
teams playing on 
Sunday. It’s been a great 
success and we have 
clubs from all over the 
Vale entering and 
enjoying for some their 
first taste of football. 

Its also an eye opener 
to parents who can settle 
back and watch from the 
seats as the young 


players enjoy the chance 
to play amongst friends 
in a safe and secure 
environment. 

To get your child 
started or involved with 
a local club please 
search our website 
http:// w w w. vgmfl .co .uk/ 
or search for our 
Facebook page. Vale of 
Glamorgan mini section 
under-6s to under-11s. 

A big thank you to all 
the helpers behind the 
scenes who make this 
possible each week while 
doing it in a voluntary 
capacity. LS 




ON a cold misty 
morning on January 
17, the captain^s 
drive-in took place, 
the ladies^ captain of 
Cottrell Park, 
Jeannette Williams, 
drove the ball into 
the gloom. 

Flags were put out to 
guess the place where 
the ball would land and 
this was won by Anne 
Woosnam. 

A nine hole Texas 
Scramble competition 
took place - the winners 
were Frances Webber, 
Kay Bradbury and Jenny 
Knott with 36.6points. 

Following in the 
tradition of clapping in 
the ladies ’ captain, 50 
ladies sat down to an 
excellent lunch. Prizes 
were presented to the 
winners, and then 
Jeannette thanked all the 
ladies for supporting 
her, with special thanks 
to those that had helped 
on the day. Flowers were 
presented to Jeannette. 

Kay Bradbury, past 
captain, gave a vote of 
thanks - a good day was 
had by all. CB 


YMCA Barry 
proud of male 
artistic gymnastic 
squad’s amazing 
achievements 



ABOVE, BARRY YMCA MALE GYMNASTICS SQUAD. 
Back row, left to right: Taylor James, Josh Cook, Trivett, 
Harri Morgan, and Sammi Morgan. 

Middle row: Harley Clifton, Jay Williams, Jacob Williams, 
Charlie Watkins and Rowan Merrett. Eront, Jacob Watkins. 


YMCA Barry’s male artistic 
gymnastic squad have had a 
hugely successful couple of 
months in several competitions 
and team selections. 

There was much excitement when 
Sammi Morgan and Taylor James 
qualified to represent Wales at the 
British Grade finals. Taylor competed 
in the Level 4 Club competition and 
performed extremely maturely and 
executed some lovely routines. Taylor 
made YMCA Barry and the Welsh 
team extremely proud when competing 
such a high level of competition. 

Sammi competed in the Elite Level 
4 category where there was great 
success from Sammi and Team Wales. 
Sammi put in some superb routines 
and helped Wales to team gold. 

This was a huge achievement for 
Sammi and teammates, as well as 
Welsh gymnastics as a whole. 

Many of the YMCA Barry gymnasts 
competed at the annual Men’s Welsh 
Floor and Vault Championships were 
where YMCA Barry demonstrated that 
they were a force to be reckoned with. 

In the under-7s, the youngest 
category of the day, Jacob and Harley 
performed fantastically. On Floor, 
Jacob and Harley couldn’t be separated 
and were jointly names Welsh Floor 
Champion, on Vault Jacob received 
third and Harley became the Vault 
Welsh champion, and overall, Jacob 
came second and Harley was crowned 
Welsh under-7s champion. 

In the under-8s category. Rowan 
received fourth on Floor, fourth on 
Vault and fourth overall, Charlie 
became Welsh Floor champion, 
Charlie and Jay were jointly made 
Welsh Vault champions and Charlie 
overall became the Welsh under-8s 
champion. Charlie, Jay and Rowan 
performed together as a great team and 
also won the team gold for the 
category. 

Moving onto the under-12s 
category, YMCA Barry gained even 
more results. On Vault, Taylor and 
Mason joint for fifth, Jacob fourth and 
Sammi became the Welsh Vault 
champion. On Floor, Sammi sixth, 
Taylor third and Jacob second. Overall, 
Sammi received sixth, Taylor third and 
Jacob second. Fantastically, the team 
of Cameron, Mason, Sammi, Taylor 
and Jacob were made Welsh under-12 


team champions. 

In the last category of the day, the 
under-16s Harri received second on 
Floor, second on Vault and second 
overall. Josh went onto being crowned 
the Vault, Floor and Overall champion 
of the under 16s category. 

A big congratulations to all the boys 
who competed, YMCA Barry were 
extremely proud, especially with so 
many Welsh champions! 

Josh Cook following on from such 
great success, was selected to represent 
Wales at the 2016 Northern Europeans. 
Josh had a fantastic competition 
against the best gymnasts in northern 
Europe, where he deservedly came 
away with fifth on Floor, fifth on High 
Bar and seventh on Vault. YMCA 
Barry are certainty demonstrating their 
competitiveness not only in Britain, 
but also internationally. 

With such success at the end of 
2016, YMCA Barry were ecstatic with 
the male squad working so hard all 
year. This has only been topped by 
extremely exciting news which was 
officially released last week. YMCA 
Barry are delighted to announce that 
Josh Cook and I wan Mepham have 
been named on the long list of Welsh 
gymnasts aiming towards the 2018 
Gold Coast Commonwealth Games. 

Over the next year, alongside four 
other gymnasts. Josh and Iwan will 
undergo several trials and competitions 
to decide the final gymnasts who will 
represent Wales in Australia 2018. 

We wish Josh and Iwan the best of 
luck over the next year and hope to be 
able to see Josh in his first 
Commonwealth and Iwan in his 
second. 

Additionally, good luck to Josh, 
Iwan, Dex, Harri and Sammi in the 
British Championships coming up in 
March. 

Would your son or daughter want to 
join one of Wales most successful 
gymnastics clubs? YMCA Barry has 
classes suitable for children from 
crawling to teens in preschool, male 
and female artistic, rhythmic 
gymnastics, cheerleading and 
trampolining. If you would like any 
information on any of our classes, 
follow us on social media 
@ymcabarry, call 01446 724000 or 
email sophie@ymcabarry.org.uk. 
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Cowbridge RFC 
Firsts put up 
a stubborn 
fight against 
league leaders 


IT would have 
been tough enough 
going to unbeaten 
table-toppers Cefn 
Coed with a full 
squad but with just 
the bare 15 players, 
Cowbridge could 
have been 
expecting a very 
difficult afternoon. 

To be denied a losing 
bonus point with just 
minutes to go was a 
measure of how 
superbly the boys 
performed. 

With injuries to three 
Cowbridge front 
rowers, it was 
uncontested scrums 
from the start as Cefn 
Coed kicked off on a 
crisp, sunny afternoon. 

The home side were 
first on the scoreboard 
with a penalty after five 
minutes, followed 
quickly by a drive from 
a lineout resulting in a 
converted try. 

However there were 
already signs that Cefn 
were not going to have 
it all their own way as 
Cowbridge drove into 
the 22 from the kick 
off, led by veteran prop 
Dave Breed. 

A late tackle on full 
back Ben Wright 
resulted in a well-taken 
penalty on the 22 by 
Ben. Cefn Coed were 
soon back on the attack 
and despite 15 phases 
in the Cowbridge 22, 
their jumbo-sized pack 
could not break through 
the Cowbridge 
defence - with the pack 
outsanding. 

Eventually Cefn 
were awarded a penalty 
and kicked for touch, 
hoping for another 


drive from the lineout. 
But Cowbridge won the 
lineout and finally got 
out of the 22 only to 
lose the ball allowing 
Cefn to kick towards 
the 22. 

However, the kick 
was fielded by Kieren 
David who charged 
back up the pitch. The 
recycled ball was spun 
out to Wright by lively 
scrum-half Hywel 
Williams and a great hit 
by wing Will Williams 
from Wright’s up and 
under put pressure on 
Cefn, and a penalty to 
Cowbridge was coolly 
converted by Wright. 

Cowbridge finished 
the half by driving into 
Cefn's half and on the 
stroke on half-time, 
they were awarded a 
penalty that was just 
wide. 

The half-time score: 
Cefn Coed 10, 
Cowbridge 6. 

Coaches Leigh 
Davies and Dan 
Williams told the boys 
at half that they had 
nothing to fear. Again 
Cowbridge had to 
defend but forwards 
Craig Boxall, Breed, 
Hoss, captain Richie 
Howson and stalwart 
Rhod Walker repelled 
everything. 

When Cowbridge 
had opportunities to run 
the ball, crisp passing 
from scrum half 
Williams allowed 
No. 10 Alex Guard to 
give centres Lyndsey 
McCausland and Tom 
James opportunities, as 
well as wings Will 
Williams and Fraser 
McGhan as they ran 
hard at the Cefn 
threequarters. 

As in previous 


games, the defensive 
kicking of Guard and 
Wright was regularly 
turning the Cefn 
defence. However, a 
penalty to the home 
side was soon followed 
by a second try as the 
bigger home pack 
finally appeared to be 
getting the upper hand. 

Within minutes, the 
Cefn right wing had the 
try line at his mercy 
only to drop the ball 
five metres out. 

Seconds later, 
captain Howson burst 
out of a maul and 
sprinted into the Cefn 
half and chipped over 
the defence for 
Williams to collect. 
From the ensuing maul, 
young Boxall charged 
over the try line with 
the whole pack behind 
him. Wright converted 
expertly from the 
touchline. 

With five points the 
difference and 
Cowbridge 

unbelievably still full of 
running, there was still 
an opportunity for 
something special but it 
was not to be as Cefn 
were mysteriously 
awarded a penalty with 
three minutes to go to 
deny Cowbridge a 
losing bonus point. 

Final score Cefn 
Coed 21, Cowbridge 
13. 

Despite the final 
score this was an 
outstanding 
performance by the 
Cowbridge 15. 

Forwards and backs 
gave their all in attack 
and defence and 
deserve every credit for 
not buckling under 
pressure and, indeed, 
putting the league 
leaders under the cosh 
on several occasions. 

This Saturday we 
play Wattstown at 
home. Wattstown are 
one place and one point 
behind Cowbridge so 
this should prove to be 
an exciting encounter 
and all support is more 
than welcome. 

The following week 
we are away at St 
Albans and then there 
is a break for the Six 
Nations, until we are 
home against Cardiff 
Saracens on February 
18. 

RV/RK 


Robbie lands 
first double 

WICK’S Robbie Llewellyn had his first 
double as a trainer at the Silverton Point- 
To-Point Steeplechases at Black Forest 
Lodge on Sunday. 

Master Tim, a 16-1 outsider, ridden by YnysbwTs 
Bradley Gibbs and owned by the Llewellyn family, 
won the restricted open race and Mrs Daphne Fear’s 
Agentleman, partnered by Llanharan’s Evan David, 
took division two of the maiden race, getting home 
by a short head from Kinamini. 

There was more success for the Vale when 
Jonathan Tudor’s Desert Row, ridden by Richard 
Patrick, came home 25 lengths ahead of Bradley 
Gibbs’ mount Captain Kennit in division three of the 
maiden race. 

BRIAN LEE 


Ifs a hard-fought draw against 
AFC Rhoose for Cowbridge Town 


COWBRIDGE 
TOWN’S first team 
continued their run 
of good form in the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Premier League last 
Saturday. 

The Town drew 1-1 
with visitors AFC 
Rhoose in a hard-fought 
game played at the Bear 
Pit. Both sides were on 
long unbeaten runs of 
seven games each. The 
result saw Cowbridge 
move up to fourth in the 
league and AFC Rhoose 
maintain third place, but 
having played two games 


more. 

From the very start the 
match was tight and it 
wasn’t until the 18th 
minute that the first 
chance fell to 
Cowbridge, and with 
good build up play down 
the left, Sam Cooper 
narrowly missed his 
chance. 

A minute later a 
quality ball through the 
middle of the park, from 
man of the match Luke 
Jeffieries, split the 
Rhoose defence but 
unfortunately Luke 
Pinchbeck was unable to 
convert and the score 


remained 0-0. 

A minute later and 
Rhoose had a half chance 
that was snuffed out by 
Hans Kennedy in the 
center of defence. 

The visitors then had a 
short spell where they 
showed their quality, and 
in the 28th minute it was 
only the brilliance of 
Cowbridge goalkeeper 
Ricci Burton with a 
superb reaction save that 
kept the score at 0-0. 

Finally in the 35 th 
minute, Cowbridge took 
the lead when Jack 
Farrington pounced on a 
defensive mistake from 


Brisk conditions out 
west for the under-Us 


THIS week Cowbridge under- 
11s travelled west to play 
against a new opponent 
boasting a similar large squad, 
South Gower. 

While brisk conditions of south 
Gower awaited the team, with a near 
full complement of players, two teams 
could run out to face our hosts. 

First up against South Gower were 
the Tigers who played some of their 
best rugby to date. From the kick-off, 
the Tigers played with intensity and 
desire that was quickly rewarded with 
a try from Josh Canning at centre. 

The pace of the backs told with 
Paddy Whitestone receiving the ball on 
the wing, stretching the defence and 
going over in the comer for a second. 

Josh Canning further extended the 
Tiger’s lead following an outstanding 
turnover from Corey Williams and 
burst of pace to set him free. 

The hosts failed to give way, coming 
back strongly with two quick tries of 
their own bringing the score to 3-2 at 
the half. 

Invigorated from the half-time talk 
Cowbridge returned to the field. Paddy 
Whitestone quickly extended the lead 
following some excellent powerful 
running and support play by the back 
line. 

Ollie Stancombe was the recipient 
of some excellent forward work by the 
Cowbridge pack to take another for 
Cowbridge and the score 5-2 to the 
Tigers. 

Despite a brief period of pressure 
from the hosts, which culminated in a 
try, Cowbridge re-gained the upper 
hand with continued dogged 
performance in the pack and fine 
handling across the back line. 


Joseph Funtek powered over from 
the pack, Jacob Robson secured a try 
from fly-half from an exquisite offload 
by Josh Canning and the final try for 
the Tigers went to Ollie Stancombe, 
who showed blistering pace picking up 
the ball in his own 22 and returning the 
length of the field for an 8-3 victory to 
Cowbridge. 

The second game saw the 
Cowbridge Bears match up against a 
new team for South Gower. 

This was an exhilarating game of 
mgby, which was a delight to watch. 
Cowbridge took the initial spoils with 
some excellent team play throughout 
the forwards securing the ball for the 
back line to set their winger in full 
motion and Joe Davies took the try, 1- 
0 . 

The score only seemed to wake the 
hosts and they came back with 
vengeance, taking three tries and 
dominating the play. 

Cowbridge responded well with 
Harry New taking the ball in open play 
and finding the gap, the scoreline 3-2 
to the hosts at half-time. 

The intensity failed to dwindle with 
the Bears coming out on top at the start 
of the second half and Ned Rees 
exerting his presence at the break 
down area, taking the third try for 
Cowbridge. 

With the forwards equally balanced, 
the Bears managed to nudge ahead, 
exerting their pressure and Osian 
Bruce with his classic dummy run 
stretching the lead. 

The hosts clearly did not want to 
lose the encounter and dominated for 
the remainder of the game, eventually 
taking their equalising try close to the 
end of the game, the final score 4-4. 

KE 


Llantwit struggle to break 
down resilient Tylorstown 


AN impressive performance of 
10-man rugby by Tylorstown 
inflicted a 12-27 defeat on 
Llantwit Major RFC at the 
Recreation Ground. 

The away side executed a strong 10- 
man game where their outside half 
constantly kicked them into good field 
positions for their pack when once 
again in possession, to orchestrate 
rolling mauls and quick rucks to the 
Llantwit line. 

The tactic worked well as they raced 
to a two-try 12-point lead in the first 
half, with Llantwit left scoreless and 
the game followed the same template 
in the second half. Tylorstown again 


gained the upper hand in going over at 
the clubhouse end for a converted try, 
extending their lead to 19 points. 

A converted try from Gareth Watts 
gave some hope of a comeback but 
Tylorstown were again quickest to 
react and quickly responded with 
another converted try. 

A well-worked last minute try by 
Dan Powell was a mere consolation on 
a despondent afternoon for the 
Llantonians. Man of the match was the 
tireless workhorse, loose-head prop 
Geraint David. 

So it’s back to the drawing board 
then for Llantwit who were just not 
good enough. 

AH 


Rhoose to drive the ball 
home into an empty net 
and put the home side 1- 
0 up. 

In the last minute of 
the first half Cowbridge 
had a golden opportunity 
to go 2-0 up when 
Jefferies turned a 
defender and the 
goalkeeper and shot from 
20 yards out, but 
unluckily hit the 
crossbar. 

In the second half 
Cowbridge continued to 
press and in the 54th 
minute. Pinchbeck 
chased the ball down, 
beating the keeper to it, 
and crossed for James 
Kennedy who had made 
good ground to support 
but was unable to convert 
the chance, narrowly 
shooting wide. 

Substitutions were 
made by both sides, with 
the home team taking 
Jack Farrington off for 
Ryan Ashby in an 
attempt to inject a little 
more pace up front. Sam 
Cooper also made way 
for the return of Tom 
Stirling in a tactical 
reshuffle. 

Ashby nearly scored a 
few minutes later when 
good play down the left 
resulted in him nearly 
beating the keeper who 


parried the ball away. 

Then in the 71st 
minute Cowbridge 
conceded the equaliser, 
when the ball came into 
the box from the right, 
was half cleared but hit a 
Cowbridge defender on 
the way out came back 
into the box and was then 
put into the net by the 
Rhoose striker, making 
the score 1-1. 

Rhoose then enjoyed a 
short period where they 
created another chance 
that was again charged 
down, this time by the 
flying Lloyd Lewis, who, 
as he does every week in 
the Cowbridge shirt, 
covered every blade of 
grass for the cause. With 
the final whistle blown, 
Cowbridge had to settle 
for a hard-fought point. 

Cowbridge manager 
Andy Pinchbeck said this 
a decent result 
considering the players 
that were missing: 
“Those that came in did a 
fantastic job, but I am 
slightly disappointed we 
did not secure the three 
points on the back of the 
chances that we created.” 

The Town’s next game 
is away to Island Marine 
this Saturday. 

AP 


Cowbridge 
Darts League 
round-up 


ON Tuesday, 

January 17 a full 
programme of 
league matches was 
played. 

A nine-dart leg (140, 
100, 61 out) by Gerry 
Austin was not enough to 
stop Edmondes A beating 
Llanharry 5-4. 

Dan Greenall’s bull 
out helped the Edmondes 
C on their way to just 
beating the Farmers 
Arms 5-4, despite Nigel 
Thomas (Farmers Arms) 
winning a leg in 12 darts. 

The Hairy Farmers 
beat the Red Lion 9-0, a 
score that did not reflect 
how close many of the 
games were. 

The Edmondes B beat 
the Six Bells Inn 7-2. In 
this match David Woods 
(Six Bells) became the 
10th player this season to 
hit a 180. 

In the race for second 
spot the Highwayman 
Inn’s 6-3 win over the 
Victoria Inn reduces the 
gap to the Six Bells Inn 
to just one point. 

It was another evening 
of high two-dart outs: 
Marc Lasseter 

(Edmondes C) 90 (treble 
20, double 15), Paul 
Tasker (Hairy Farmers) 
85 (treble 15, double 20) 
and Jean Curnow (Red 
Lion) 58. 


There were two outs 
over 100: Nigel Thomas 
(Farmers Arms) 116 and 
Paul Cates (Highwayman 
Inn) 101. 

So Paul Cates 
becomes the ninth player 
to join the over 100 outs 
club; Nigel Thomas is 
aheady a member. 

Other notable high 
outs were Dave Cheal 

(78) , Martin Gaffney 
(67), Martin Thomas (56) 
and Julie Cheal (50), all 
players from the 
Edmondes B. 

Present league 

standings, after 14 
weeks, are: Edmondes B 
(90 points). Six Bells Inn 

(79) , Highwayman Inn 
(78), Edmondes A (69), 
Edmondes C (65), 
Llanharry (64), Hairy 
Earmers (60), Earmers 
Arms (58), Victoria Inn 
(55) and Red Lion (12). 

Next week (Tuesday, 
January 31) there are no 
matches scheduled. 

All matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators 
are always welcome. For 
further information e- 
mail Paul at 
CO wbridgedarts @ gmail .c 
om, up-to-date 

information can be found 
on the website: 
www.darts .apsn .co .uk. 
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